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The Jews, without reference ta their reliffious 
belief^ are among the most remarkable people in 
the annals of mankind. Sprung from one stock, 
they pass the infancy of their nation in a state of 
servitude in a foreign country, where, nevertheless, 
they increase so rapidly, as to appear on a sudden 
the fierce and irresistible conquerors of their na- 
tive valleys in Palestine. There they settle down 
under a form of government and code of laws 
totally unlike those of any other rude or civilized 
ccMnmunity. They sustain a long and doubtful 
conflict, sometimes enslaved, sometimes victorious, 
with the neighbouring tribes. At length, united 
under one monarchy, they gradually rise to the 
rank of a powerful, opulent, and commercial people. 
Subsequently weakened by internal discord, thev 
are overwhelmed by the vast monarchies which 
arose on the banks of the Euphrates, and trans- 
planted into a foreign region. They are partially 
restored, by the generosity or policy of the Eastern 
sovereigns, to their native land. They are engaged 
in wars of the most romantic ffallantry, in assertion 
of their independence, agai Jt the^yrcGrecian 
successors of Alexander. Under Herod, they rise 
to a second era of splendour, as a dependent 
kingdom of Rome: finally, they make the last 
desperate resistance to the universal dominion of 
the Caesars. Scattered from that period over the 
face of the earth — ^hated, scorned, and oppressed, 
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they subsist, a numerous and often a thriving peo- 
ple ; and in all the changes of manners and opinions 
retain their ancient institutions, their national cha> 
racter, and their indelible hope of restoration to 
grandeur and happiness in their native land. Thus 
the history of diis, perhaps the only unmmgledT 
race^ which can boast of high antiquity, leads us 
through every gradation of society, and brings Us 
into contact with almost every nation which com* 
mands our interest in the ancient world; the^ 
migratory pastoral papulation of Asia; Egypt, the 
mysterious parent of arts, science, and legislation ; 
the Arabian Desert; the Hebrew 'theocracy under 
the form of a federative agricultural republic,' 
their kingdom powerful in war and splendid in 
peace ; Babylon, in its magnificence and downfal ; 
Grecian arts and luxury endeavouring to force an^ 
unnatural refinement within the pale of the rigid 
Mosaic institutions ; Roman arms waging an ex<- 
terminating war with the independence even of the 
smallest states ; it descends, at length, to all the 
changes in the social state of the modem Euro- 
pean and Asiatic nations. 

The religious history of this people is no less 
singular. In the narrow slip of land inhabited by 
their tribes the worship of one Almighty Creator of 
the Universe subsisted, as in its only sanctuary. Ill 
every stage of society, under the pastoral tent of 
Abraham, and in the sumptuous temple of Solo- 
mon, the same creed maintains its inviolable sim- 
plicity. During their long intercourse with foreign 
nations in Egypt and Babylon, though the primitive 
habits and character of the Hebrew nation were 
greatly modified, and perhaps some theological 
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notions etigrafttd on their original tenets, this pri- 
mary distinction stiU remains ; after several periods 
of ^almost total apostasy, it revives in all its vigour. 
Nor is this merely a sublime speculative tenet, it is 
the basis of their civil constitution, and their na<^ 
tional character. As there is but one Almighty 
€rod, so there is but one people under his especiid 
protection, the descendants of Abraham. Hence 
their civil and 'religious history are inseparable. 
The God of the chosen people is their temporal as 
well as spiritual sovereign; he is not merely their 
legislator, but also the administrator of their laws* 
Their land is his gift, held from him, as from a 
feudal liege-lord, on certain conditions. He is their 
leader in war, their counsellor in peace. Their 
happiness or adversity, national as well as indivi* 
dual, depends solely and immediately on their 
maintenance or neglect of the divine institutions. 
Such vfras the common popular religion of the 
Jews, as it appears in all their records, in their 
law, their history, their poetry, and their moral 
philosophy. Hence, to the mere speculative in- 
quirer, the study of the human race presents no 
phenomenon so singular as the character of this 
extraordinary people ; to the Christian, no chapter 
in the history of mankind can be more instructive 
or important, than that which contains the rise, 
progress, and down&l of his religious ancestors. 

Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, holds an 
eminent place in all oriental tradition, not only 
among the Jev^s, but likewise among the Persians, 
Arabians, and perhaps the Indians. It is difficult 
to say how far these legends may have been pro- 
pagated by the Mahometan conquests, for our 
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knowledge of the history and literature of-Eastent> 
nations, anterior to the Hegira, is still limited and 
unsatisfactory. The Arabian accounts of Abra- 
ham, adopted into the Koran, are no doubt muoli 
older than Mahomet; but whether they were pri- 
mitive traditions, or embellishments of their au* 
tfaentic history, originating among the Jews them- 
selves, is a question perhaps impossible to decide. 
The simplicity of the narrative in the Book of 
Genesis affords a remarkable contrast to the lofty 
pretensions which the patriarch assumes in these 
legends, as the teacher not merely of religious 
truth, but of science, arithmetic, mathematics, and 
astronomy, to the Egyptians. Abram was the 
son of Terah, the head of a pastoral family, con- 
sisting of three sons, Abram, Nahor, and Harah. 
Haran, probably the eldest, died early, leaving a 
son named Lot; Abram was married to Sarah, 
daughter of Terah by another wife ; Nahor mar- 
ried Milcah, a daughter of Haran. Their native 
place was Ur, a district to the north-east of that 
region, which . lies above the confluence of the 
Tigris and Euphrates, and became afterwards the 
seat of the great Babylonian monarchy. About Ur 
the country is open, dry, and barren, well suited 
for pasture, but not for tillage. In the spacious 
and level plains of Chaldea, where the nights are 
delightfully cool and serene, a pastoral people 
would naturally be led to contemplate the heavenly 
bodies with peculiar attention. To this country 
the first rudiments of astronomy are generally 
ascribed, and here the earliest form of idolatry, 
the worship of the host of heaven, usually called 
Tsabaism, began to spread. The Arabian tradi- 
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tions suppose that a farther step had been already 
taken, and represent Terah, the father of Abram, 
as a maker of images, called from his name^ Tera» . 
phim. Other legends attribute to this period the 
origin of fire worship. But whatever the system or 
systems of religion, in whatever manner he ac- 
quired his purer notions of the Deity, Abram stood 
aloae in a tribe and family of idolaters, as the 
worshipper of the one great Creator.* According 
to the usage of nomadic tribes, the family of 
Terah broke up from their settlement at Ur, and 
migrated to Canrhan, a flat barren region lying 
west of Ur, and celebrated in later history for the 
defeat of Marcus Crassus, near Carrhs. Afler a 
residence of some years in Carrhan, the pastoral 
horde divided, and Abram set forth to establish an 
independent tribe in a remote region. Lot, the 
son of his brother Haran followed his fortunes. 
Nahor remained with Terah his &ther, the here- 

■ * The most pleaung of the traditionary fictions is the follow- 
ing : — *' As Abraham was walking by night from the grotto 
where . he was born, to the city of Babylon, he gazed on the 
stars of heaven, and among them on the beautiful planet Venus. 
" Behold/' said he within himself, " the God and Lord of the 
tJniveisei" but the star set and disappeared, and Abraham felt 
that the Lord of the UniYerse could not thus be liable to change. 
Shortly after, he beheld the moon at the full : " Lo," be cried, 
'* the Divine Creator, the manifest Deity \" but the rooonsank be- 
low the horizon, and Abraham made the same reflection as at the 
setting of the evening star. All the rest of the night he passed 
in profound rumination ; at sunrise he stood before the gates 
of Babylon, and saw the whole people prostrate in adoration. 
" Wondrous orb," he exclaimed, ** thou surely art the Creator 
and Ruler of all nature ! but thou, too, hastest like the rest to 
thy setting ! — neither then iart thou my Creator, my Lord, or ray 
God!'' 
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ditacy : chi^fUin of tbe settlement in Carfhaa. This 
9eparatio^ of Abraham, as the single stock from 
which a new tribe was to trace its unmingled de- 
sc^it, is ascribed.to the express command of Grod« 
Already while in Ur» Abram had. received some' 
communication from the Deity ; to his departure 
into Canaan he was indited by a direct promise^ the 
most splendid which could be ofiered to the. am^ 
bition of the head of a nomadic tribe^ m .which 
numbers constitute power and wealth ; His seed 
was to become hereafter a great nation. A more 
obscure and mysterious intinmtion was added^ that 
some part of his future race should exercise a mo^ 
important influence on the destinies of mankind. 
The family of Abram, already grown into a petty 
dan, moved with all their flocks and slaves across 
the Euphrates ; according to a tradition preserved 
by Justin and by an ancient author quoted in 
Josephus, dwelt some time near Bamascusy and 
arriving at length in Palestine, settled first at 
Sechem, a valley between the mountains Ebal and 
Gerizim ; then in a hilly region to the north of 
Jericho, aflerwards called the Desert of Quarar- 
tania. As the pastures were exhausted, the tribe 
moved southward, till a famine again drove them 
forth, and Egypt, probably the earliest, certainly 
the most productive, corn-country of the ancient 
world, became as at a later period, the only place 
of refuge. 

Except as showing, that the valley o£ the Nile 
was already occupied by an industrious agricultural 
population, the visit of Abram throws little light 
on the existing state of Egypt. The monarch 
seems to have lived in considerable state, and 
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possessed a numerous seraglio, which was supped 
by any means, however lawless or violent. This 
was so notorious, that Abram, though an inde* 
pendent Sheik or Emir, if his fair-complexioned 
Mesopotamian wife should excite the cupidity of 
the swarthy Egyptians^ might apprehend the worst 
consequences. He ran the lask, not only of losing 
his wife, but of being murdered for the sake of so 
valuable a prize. He took the precaution, there* 
fore, to make Sarai assume the name of his sister, 
(she was in fact his Other's daughter, though not 
by the same mother,) perhaps hoping that, if 
sought in legitimate marriage, he might protraet 
the espousals till the famine would permit hhn to 
make his escape from the country. The' event 
justified his apprehensions, Sarai was seized and 
transferred to the harem of the sovereign, who was 
so proud of his acquisition as to make magnificent 
presents to Abram, intended, it may seem, as a 
dowry for his sister. In a short time a pestilence 
broke out in the royiil i&mily, the king, having 
discovered the relationship betweem Abram and 
Sarai, attributed the visitation to the God of the 
stranger, who thus revenged his breach of hos- 
pitality. Abram received back his wife, and re- 
turned to Canaan loaded with possessions suited 
to his habits of life — ^* sheep andozen^ and he asses j 
and men servants and maid servants^ and she asses 
and camelsy* a curious picture of the wealth of a 
pastoral chieftain. In Canaan, Abram is described, 
as not merely rich in these simpler commodities, 
bat in silver and gold, obtained, probably, in ex* 
change for the produce of his flocks and herds, firom 
the settled native population of the towns.. Abram 


10 HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

first reoccupied his former encampment, near thd 
site where Bethel subsequently stood, and ofifered 
sacrifice for his safe return from Egypt on an altar, 
which iie' had before built on one of the adjacent 
heights. There the pastures proving insufficient 
for the great stock of cattle, which the tribe pos* 
sessed, disputes arose between the herdsmen cxf 
Abram and Lot. The chieftains, dreading lest the 
native clans should take advantage of their divi- 
sions, and expel or plunder both, agreed to part 
amicably, and thenceforth inhabit independent 
settlements. Lot departed eastward into the ridhi 
and blooming valley of the Jordan, then aboundiag^ 
in flourishing towns. This separation still farther 
secured the unmingled descent of the Abrahamitic 
family ; and the Almighty renewed the promise of 
a< race, countless as the dust of the earthy the future 
possessors of Palestine, which Abram was com-' 
manded to survey from its northern to its southern, ' 
its eastern to its western extrranities, as the in* 
alienable patrimony of his descendants. In pur- 
suance of this command, Abram again moved his 
encampment, and the tents of his tribe were pitched 
in the southern plain of Mamre. But the more 
fertile district which had attracted the /choice of 
Lot, exposed him to perpetual dangers. The 
rich valley of the Jordan was invaded by a con- 
federacy of the kingdoms on the Euphrates and 
Tigris, headed by Cedor-Laomer, king of Elam 
(Elymais). His subordinate allies were Amraphel, 
king of Shinaar (the Babylonian plain), Arioch, 
king of EUasar (perhaps Thelassar), and Tidal, 
king of Nations. Whether a considerable mo- 
narchy had already grown up on the banks of the 
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T%ris, or whether* this' was a league of several 
small predatory tribes, does not itppear from the 
Hebrew annalist. The independent princes in the 
valley of the Jordan, the kings of Sodom, Gomor^ 
i8ih,,Admah, Tseboim, and Tsoar, submitted to pay 
tdbute. Thirteen years afier, they endeavoured to 
iiirow off the yoke ; but Cedor^I^mer advanced 
into the country, subdued all the neighbourinff 
tribes, some of whom were of gigantic stature, ana 
at. last joined battle widi the princes of the Jor- 
dan, in the vale of Siddim. There the ground was 
broken with deep pits and fissures caused by the 
bituminous nature of the soil ; the troops of the 
five confederates were routed, two of the kinas feD 
among the pits, the rest of the army dispersed, and 
Lot, among odiers, was seized as a captive. • A 
fiigitive brought the intelligence to . Abram, who 
hastily collected three hundred and eighteen of his 
own clan, called some of the neighbouring tribes 
to his assistance, and pursued the enemy to a place 
near the fountains of the Jordan. He fell on their 
camp by night, dispersed them, rescued Lot, with 
die rest of the prisoners, and recovered die booty* 
This defeat, by so small a force, is diought to dive 
but a mean notion of the strength of the invading 
asmy, yet amons undisciplined troops of different 
nations, the panic from an unexpected night attack 
is often so great that the inference can scarcely be 
considered . decisive. This bold exploit ensured 
the admiradon and gratitude of all the native 
diieftains. The king of Salem (by some thought 
to be Jerusalem, by others a town near Scytho- 
polis, where a ruin, called Melchisedeck's jmlace, 
was shown in . the time of Jerom) met him at a 
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place called the King's Vale, (sometiines identified 
with the valley "of Jehoshaphat.) Melchi-Zedech, 
the King of Justice (such was his honourable 
title,) united in his own person, like the monarchs 
of the heroic ages in Greece and Rome, and indeed 
of most among the early oriental tribes, the office 
of king and priest. Like Abram he worshipped 
the one Great God, in whose name he blessed 'die 
deliverer of his country from foreign invaders,. and 
refreshed his troops with bread and wine. On his 
part, Abram, according to general custom, con^ 
secrated a tenth part of the spoil to their common 
Deity. As he rivalled Melchizedeck in piety, so 
Abram equalled the king of Sodom in generosity^ 
he refused to retain any part of the spoil, not so 
much as a shoe-latchet, he only reserved a portion 
for the young native sheiks, Aner, Eshcol and 
Mamre, who had joined him in his expedition.' 
But the pious conqueror returned to a childless 
tent and a barren wife. The name, the chieftain- 
ship of his clan, would pass away into the line of a 
stranger, Eliezer of Damascus, who held the next 
rank in the tribe. Yet the divine promise was 
repeatedly renewed, and under the most striking 
circumstances. One night as Abram gazed on the 
doudless heavens, the Celestial Voice commands 
him to count the stars of the firmament, for even 
so numerous should be his descendants. The 
aged and childless man yielded up his soul to 
perfect reliance on his Almighty Benefactor; The 
promise was further ratified by a covenant, trans-» 
acted in the primitive form of federal compact, 
which subsisted among various nations to a late 
period. A sacrifice was offered, the victims ex- 
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ai»dy divided, and the contracting parties- parsed 
between the two halves, which lay opposite to 
each other* Abram offered an heifer of three 
years old, a she goat of three years old, a ram of 
three years old, a tnrtle dove and a young pigeon* 
These he divided, except the birds, and sat watch** 
ing tdl the evening, lest the fowls of {Hrey should 
stoop upon them. As the sun declined, a deep 
sleep feU upon him, and more than common dark- 
ness spread around. A voice announced the fate 
of hi^ posterity, their servitude of four centuries 
in a foreign land, their return, their possession of 
the whole territory from the Euphrates to the sea* 
As the sun^ set, the symbol of the Deity, a cloud 
of smoke like that of a furnace, a flashing fire like 
that of a lamp, passed between the severed vic« 
tims, and thus solemmly ratified the covenant. 
Still the tent of Abram resounded not with the 
welcome cry of infancy. At length Sarai, despair-* 
ing of issue from her own body, had recourse to a 
custom, still known in the £ast, particularly in 
China. The chief or lawful wife substitutes a 
slave in her own place, the children bom in this 
manner have the rank and privilege of legitimacy, 
and are considered in every respect as the ofi^pring 
of the mistress of the establishment. In this man- 
ner Hagar, an Egyptian slave, bore a son to Abram, 
he was named IshmaeL Fourteen years afler^ 
when Abram was a hundred, Sarah ninety years 
old, a hew revelation from the Divinity announced 
the surprising intelligence that Sarah herself waa 
to. bear a son. There is something singularljr 
beautiful in the attachment of Abram to ihe first 
ehild, who had awakened the parental feeling in 
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his bosmn. He would Ma transfer the blessiittf to 
Ishmael, and is reluctant to sacrifice the earfiest 
object of his pride and joy to the unborn son of 
Sarah. But the race of Abram is to be beyooid, 
e^ery possible impeachment on its legitimacy!; 
Abram is commanded to assume the mysterious 
name of Abraham (the father of a multitude) at 
the ancestor of a great and numerous people, who 
were to descend firom Sarah, and become lords of 
all Palestine. The tribe were to be distinguished 
by the rite of circumcision, perhaps before, cer- 
tainly afterwards, common to many people of the 
East; a rite, of great utility, as conducing, in 
southern climates, both to health and cleanliness* 

During this time Abraham had occupied his 
former encampment near Hebron. Here, as he 
sat in the door of his tent, three mysterious 
strangers appeared. Abraham, with true Arabiatu 
hospitality, received and entertained them. The 
chief of the three renewed the promise of a son to^ 
be bom from Sarah, a promise which the aged 
woman received with laughter. As they pas9 
forth towards the valley of the Jordan, the same 
Divine Being, for so he manifestly appears to be^ 
announces the dreadful ruin iimpending over die 
licentious cities ^mong which JiOt had taken up 
his abode. No passage, even in the sacred writings^ 
exhibits a more exalted notion of the Divinity^ 
than that in which Abraham is' permitted to ex-* 
postulate on the apparent injustice of involving the 
innocent in the rum of the guilty. ^^ Shall the city 
perish, if fifty, if forty-five, if forty,, if thirty, if 
twenty, if ten righteous men be* found within its 
3valls?" ^* Ten righteous men shall avert ita 
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ffeom.'' Such was the promise of the Celestial 
Visitant — ^but the -guilt was universal, the ruin in- 
evitable. The horrible outrage attempted against 
the two inferior of these preternatural beings, who 
descended to the city; the violation of the sacred 
lawB of hospitality and nature, which Lot in his 
hoTTOX attempted to avert by the most revolting 
expedient — confirmed the justice of the divine 
sentence. 

The valley of the Jordan, in which the cities of 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Adma, and Tseboim, were 
situated, was rich and hi^y cultivated. It is 
most probable that the river Uien flowed in a deep 
and uninterrupted channel down a regular descent, 
and discharged itself into the eastern gulf of the 
Red Sea. The cities stood on a soil broken and 
ufidermined with veins of bitumen and sulphur. 
These . inflammable substances, set on fire by 
lightning, caused a tremendous convulsion; the 
water courses, both the river and thCs canals by 
which the land was extensively irrigated, burst 
their banks ; the cities, the walls of which were 
perhaps built from the combustible materials of 
the soil, were entirely swallowed up by fhe fiery 
inundation; and the whole valley, which had been 
iQpmpared to Paradise, and to the well-watered 
com fields of the Nile, became a dead and fetid 
lake. The traditions of the country, reported by 
Strabo, Tacituis, and other ancient writers, kept 
alive the remembrance of this awful catastroj^e. 
In the account of the latter, the number of cities 
destroyed is magnified to thirteen. The whole 
region is described by modem travellers as a scene 
of gloomy desolation, precipitous crags hanging 
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over dull and heavy waters — ^not indeed, as $^ 
local superstitions asserted, devoid of life, «fbr the 
lake abounds in fish, nor fatal to the birds which 
fly over it — ^but the specific gravity of the waiet 
is so great, that those who cannot swim float on 
the top ; and it is bitterly salt to the taste. Uii« 
wholesome fogs hang perpetually over the lake, and 
the stagnant surface is broken by clots of asphai'^ 
tus, which are constantly bubbling up from the 
bottom. A distinguished modem geographer* thus 
describes the present indications of the physical 
agency, by which Divine Providence brought about 
this memorable destruction: — *^ The valley of the 
Jordan offers many traces of volcanoes ; the bita** 
minous and sulphurous water of Lake Asphaltites, 
the lavas and pumice thrown out on its banks, and 
the warm bath of Tabarieh, show that this valley 
has been the theatre of a fire, not yet extinguished. 
Volumes of smoke are often observed to escape 
from Lake Asphaltites, and new crevices are found 
on its margin. 

Lot, warned of the impending ruin, fled with 
his daughters ; his wife lingering behind was suf- 
focated by the sul|^ureous vapours, and her body 
encrusted with the saline particles which filled the 
atmosphere. Later -tradition, founded on a literal 
interpretation of the Mosaic account, pointed to 
a heap or column of salt, which bore perhaps 
some resemblance to a human form, and was be- 
lieved, even by the historian Josephus, who had seen 
it, to be the pillar into which she was transformed. 
Lot fled first to Zoar, at the end of the present 
lake, then into the mountains. The tnbes of 
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Aiamen tod Moali^ &mou8 in the Jewkfa history; 
Wiere deiived firoman mceatuons oorniexion, into 
wJ»eh he waa betrayed by his daughters, who, sc- 
oordkig to Josephtts, supposing themselves and 
Aeir. lather j^ie only surviying rannant of man-^ 
kind* tibeTest huTitig periahed in the reeent oatas* 
tropin, did not scruple to iriolate the laws of 
o^urew 

'While these rival tribes were thus born of incest, 
amid all. the hdaroraTof omtulsed nature, the legiti- 
male parent of ths^ntimerous c^ispriiig promised to 
Absaham is at lengdi bom. He is named Isaacv 
from the laughter of Sarah when the birth was 
auiounoed« Bui sow the jealous apprehensions 
of the mother are directed against Hagar and her 
cbSd. Usage, stEonger than written law, gives 
tfaedbief wife kithe tent of wandering pastoral 
pCMple. unlimited audhotrity over her femaie craves. 
Hagar had already been exposed to the jealousy 
of Sarah when, previous to tlie birth of Ishmael, 
she had been treated with such harshness, as to fly 
into the wilderness, whence she had returned by 
^ direction of an^mgel. Saridi now insists, bxA 
Abraham, receiving a divine tntinu^on as to the 
destiny of the elder bom, complies with her de** 
mand, tiiat Hagar and Ishmael should be sent 
forth to seek t&eir fortune in some of the unoe*< 
cupied and uncultivated districts which lay around. 
The supply of provisions which tiiey carried from 
the teiit of Abnahatn soon &iled, and the mother 
and the youth wandered into a dwtrict which was 
destitote of water. Hist<»-y or poetry scarcely 
presents us with any passage which surpasses in 
simple pathos thfi description of Hagar, not daring 
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tO'look.uipon ber child, while he is perishkif^^ with 
thirst before her face. And she went and sat ker 
damn over against him a good way off^ ax ^it wsne 
ahom^shot; for she said. Let me not see the death 
of. the child. And she sat overagainsi him, and 
l^ up her . voice ■ and wept, . Butlslunael liJben 
wise was to. become. the father of a great peppier; 
by divine interposition Hagar discovered a.weU, 
the water restored them to life. ^ Ishmael either 
joined, some horde of Arabs, or maintained huo- 
self in independence by* his bow, till his-modier 
obtained him an Egyptian wife. . The wandering 
Arabs to this day, by general • traditions adopisd 
into the Koran, trace tibeir descent to the outcast 
son of Abraham. " The wild man, whose hand is 
against every man, and every man's hand against 
him," still waylays the traveller by the fountaki^ 
or sweeps his rapid troop of horse across the track 
of the wealthy caravan. 

The faith of Abraham was to pass through .a 
more trying ordeal. He was suddenly commanded 
to cut 0^ that life on which all the splendid pvo*^ 
mises of the Almighty seemed to depend. He 
obeys, and sets forth with his luisuspecting child 
to ofifer the fatal sacrifice on Mount Moriah. ' The 
immolation of human victkns, particularly of ^ 
most precious, the favourite, the first-born child^ 
appears as a common usage among many eaidy 
nations, more especially the tribes by which 
Abraham was surrounded. It was. the distiiH. 
guishing rite among the worshippers of Mcdoch.; 
at a later period of the Jewish history, it was 
practised by a king of Moab ; it was undoubtedly 
derived by the Carthaginians from their Pfacen^* 
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cian aneestoTs on the shores of Syria. The offer- 
ii^ of Isaac bears no resemblance, either in its 
natare, or what may be termed its moral purport, 
to these, horrid rites. Where it was an ordinary 
vaage, as in the worship of Moloch, it was in wii- 
sen with the character of the religion, and of the 
deity. It was the last act of a dark and san- 
guinary superstition, which rose by regular grada- 
tion to this complete triumph over human nature. 
The god, who was propitiated by these .offerings, 
had been satiated with more cheap and vulgar 
victims; he had been glutted to the full with 
haman suffering and widi human blood. , In ge- 
neral it was the final mark of the subjugation of 
the national mind to an inhuman and domineering 
priesthood. But the Mosaic religion held human 
sacrifices in abhorrence ; the God of the Abra- 
hamitic family, uniformly beneficent, imposed no 
duties which entailed human suffering, aemanded 
no o^rings which were repugnant to the better 
feelings of our nature. Where, on the other hand, 
these filial sacrifices were of rare and extraordi- 
nary occurrence, they were either to expiate some 
dreadful guilt, to avert the imminent vengeance 
of the ofiended deity, or to extort his blessing on 
some important enterprise. But the offering of 
Isaac was neither piaciuar nor propitiatory ; Abra- 
ham had committed no guilt, and apprehended, no 
danger ; the immolation of his only son seemed 
&Hr ever to deprive him of that blesinng which was 
nearest to hi^ heart, the parentage of a numerous 
and powerful tribe. It was a simple act of un- 
hesitating obedience to the divine command ; the 
last proof of perfect reliance on the certain accom- 
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plislmient of the divine promaes. Isaic, so mira* 
culously bestowed, coold he as miraculously re- 
stored; Abraham, such is the comment of the 
Christian Apostle, heUeted that God cotUd even raise 
km up Jrom the dead. Still, while the great ex- 
ample of primitive piety ap|)ears no less willing to 
ofier the most precious victim on the altar of his 
God, than the idolaters around him, the God of 
the Hebrews maintains his benign and beneficent 
character. Afber everything is prepared, the wood 
of the altar- laid, even the sacrificial knife uplifled, 
the arm of the father is arrested; a single ram, 
entangled by his horns in a thicket, is substituted, 
and Abraham called the name of the place Jehovah 
Jireh, the Lord will provide. Near this same 
spot, eighteen centuries after, Jesus Christ was 
offered, the victim, as the Christian world has 
almost universallv believed, 'provided by the Lord 
— ^inexplicable, if undesigned, coincidence t This 
last trial of his &ith thus passed, the promise of 
the divine blessing was renewed to Aoraham in 
still more express and vivid terms. His seed were 
to be numerous as the stars of heaven, and as the 
sands of the sea shore; their enemies were to fall 
before them; and the whole world was to receive 
some remote and mysterious blessing through the 
channel of this &voured race. 

After this epoch the incidents in the life of 
Abraham are less important, yet still characteristic 
of the age and state of society. He lived on 
terms of amity with the native princes, particularly 
with Abimelek, the king of Gerar, on whose terri- 
tories his encampment at one time bordered. With 
Abimelek an adventure took place, so similar in 
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Bstances with the seizure and restoratimi 

I in Egypt, as ahnost to excite a su'spi- 

: it is a traditional variation of the same 

k>n, more particularly as it m nnqnestion- 

Hed out of its place in the Mosaic narra* 

I: again repeated in the life of Isaac. Abi* 

enmtted the stranger Shiek to pitch his 

i pasture his fiooks and herds in any part 

bmains« The only dispute nelated to the 

t possession of a well, and tfab was pra* 

fid .amicably arranged. 

ieath of Sarah gave occasion feir another 

treaty with the native princes. Every 

lent tribe has its separate place of burial. 

oily union continues in the grave. The 

a or parent of the tribe has the place of 

in the common cemetery, which is usually 

ut of the rock, sometimes into spacious 

rs, supported by pillars, and with akoves 

tdes, where the coffins are deposited. Each 

Hre generation, according to the common 

ion, is gathered to their fathers. On Abra- 

bmand for permission to purchase a place 

Ature, the chie^ of the tribe of Heth as^ 

to debate the wdidbty question. The first 

KMhtion is to offer the^g i^ popidar stranger 

^ unusual privilege of interring his dead in their 

pation^ sepulchres. As this might be miscdnstmed 

ttxto a formal union between me clans^ Abraham 

"ficlines the hospitable ofier. He even refuses as 

^ gift, and insists dn purchasn^, for four hundred 

pietet of silver, a field named Machpelah, sur- 

^^ded by trees, in which stood a rock well 

^^'^ Ibr sepulchral excavation. Here, unmin-« 
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gled with those of any foreign tribe, his own re^ 
mains, and those of Sarah, are to repose. 

In another important instance the isolation of the 
Abrahamitic family, and its pure descent from tfate' 
original Mesopotamian stock is carefully kept upi- 
The wife of Isaac is sought not among their Ca^ 
naanitish neighbours^ but among his father's kin*- 
dred in Carrhan. ^ At a later period the same 
feeling of attachment to the primitive tribe, and 
aversion from mingling with the Canaanites, is 
shown in the condemnation of Esau, for taking hito 
wives from the inhabitants of the country, wtuck 
were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rehekah 
while Jacob is sent to seek a wife in the old 
Mesopotamian settlement. So completely does 
the seclusion and separation of Abraham and his 
descendants run through the whole history. - Abra^ 
ham solemnly adjures his most faithfid servant, 
whom he despatches to Carrhan on this matrimo- 
nial mission for his son, to discharge his emba»- 
sage with fidelity. Having sworn by the singular: 
ceremony of placing his hand under his master's 
thigh, a custom of which the origin is unknown, 
the servant sets off with hif camels, and arrives in 
safety near the old encampment of the tribe. At 
the usual place of meetine, the well, he encounters 
Rebekah, the beautiful daughter of Bethuel, die 
son of Abraham's brother Nahor. The courteiofus 
maiden assists him in watering his camels; faev 
relations receive him wiiih equal hospitality. The 
intelligence of Abraham's wealth, confirmed by 
the presents of gold and jewels which he produced, 
made them consent with alacrity to the betrothing 
of the damsel to the son of: Abraham. The mes- 
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seqger and Rebekah reach in safety the encamp* 
ment of Abraham ; * and Isaac when he hears the 
sound of the returning camels beholds a fair 
maiden modestly veiled, whom he conducts and 
puts in possession of the tent of his mother Sarah, 
that which belonged to the chief wife of the head 
of the tribe. 

After the death of Sarah, Abraham took another 
wife Keturah, by whom he had man^ children. 
Isaac, however, continued his sole heir, the rest 
w«re sent away into the east country ; their descend* 
ants are firequeiitl^ recognized among the people 
noticed in die Jewish annals, but always as aliens 
from the stock of Abraham. At length the Patri- 
ardi dkd, and was buried in Machpelah, by 
Ishmael and Isaac, who met in perfect amity to 
perform the. last duty to the head and father of 
their tribes. ' 

Such is the history of their great ancestor, pre* 
served in the national records of the Jewish 
people, remarkable for its simplicity and historic 
trutn, when compared with the mythic or poetic 
traditions of almost all other countries. The 
genealogies of most nations, particularly the east* 
em, are lost among their gods; it is impossible 
to define where £EibIe ceases, and history begins ; 
and the earlier we ascend the more indistinct and 
niarvellous the narrative. In the Hebrew record 
it. is precisely the converse, God and man are 
separated by a wide and impassable interval — 
Abraham is the Emir of a pastoral tribe, migrating 
from place to place, his stations marked with geo- 
graphical accuracy, and with a picturesque simpli- 
city of local description; here ne pitches his tent 
by some old and celebrated tree, there on the 
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brink of a well-known fbnntain. He if in 
respect superior to his age or country, exoeptiBi^ 
in the sublime purity o£ his religion. He is nei*' 
ther demi-god nor mighty conqueror, nor evBfk 
sage, nor inventor of useful arts. His distinctaen 
is the worship of One Great God, and the inteii* 
(bourse which he is permitted to hold with tfaiB 
mysterious Being. This is the great patrimooiid 
glory which he bequeathed to his des6endaiit8>f . 
their title to be considered the chosen people of 
the Almighty, was their inalienable hereditary po»* 
session. This is the key to their whole history;, 
the basis of their political institutioEis, the vital 
principle of their national diaiacter. 

The life of Isaac was &r less eventful, nor is it 
necessary £ca the right understanding of thd Jevnah 
history, to relate its incidents so much at length as 
those of the great prog^tor of the Jewish people. 
At first, the divine promise of a niBnerous posterity 
proceeds very slowly towards itsr aecomplishment* 
After some yeffirs of barrenaessf^Bebekah hesam 
twins, alreaay before their birth: seeming to 
struggle for superiority, as the heads and repie^ 
sentatives of two hostile people. They were tm 
opposite in their disposition as in their way of life. 
The red-haired Esau was a wild hunter, and ac^ 
quired the fierce and reckless character whidi 
belongs to the ruder state of society to which he 
reverted ; the latter retained the comparative gtx^ 
tleness of the more thoughtful and regular pas* 
toral occupation. It is curious to dbserve the 
superior fitness in the habits and disposition of the 
younger, Jacob, to become the parent of an uniteil 
and settled peo^e. Though the Edomites, the 
descendants of £sau, ranked in civilization far 
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abofe the marauding Bedoutes, who sprung fiom 
lahmael ; i^ug^ Esau himself possessed at a Uiter 
period considerable wealth in flocks and herds, 
ftt the scattered dans of the £donutes» at per*- 
pertoal war with eaeh other and with their nei^^ 
bours, Hvingy according to the expression of- the 
sacred writer, by the sword, retain as it were the 
isfiuBp of the parental character, and seem less 
adi^ted to the severe discipline of the Mosaic in* 
atitotions, or to become a nation of peaceful bus- 
bttsdmen. The precarious life of the hunter soon 
kdd him at the mercy of his more prudent or 
iradier crafty brother. After a day oi unauC'* 
eessiul hunting, Esau sold his right of pinncH 
oeniture for a mess of herba. The privilege of 
vbe fnrat<^bora seems to have consisted in the 
aisk^owledged headship of the tribe, to which the 
office of priest and saorificer was. inseparably atr 
tadied. £sau» tfaevefiMre, thus carelessly direw away 
both hia civil and religious inheritance^ and aban- 
doned all title to the promises made to his tribe* 
. Whether the parental blessing was supposed of 
ita^ to confer or to confirm the right of prima*- 
genitnre, is not quite clear ; but the terms in whidt 
it was conveyed by Isaac, " Be lord over thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down be- 
fore thee," seem to intimate a regular investiture 
with the supreme authority as head of the tribe. 
This blessing, couched in these emphatic worda^ 
which Isaac evidently doubted his power to re* 
tract, was intercepted, with the assistance of his 
mother, by the subtle and unscrupulous Jacob. 
These repeated injuries roused the spirit of re- 
venge in the indignant hunter ; he only waits the 
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decease of his &ther that he may reooyer his li^rtv . 
by the death of his rival. But Rebekah antici^ 
pates the crime. Jacob is sent to the originai 
birthplace of the tribe, partly to secure him ftatik 
the impending danger, partly that, avoiding att 
connection wiui the Canaanites, he may intermarry 
only with the descendants of his fbrenithers.' Ob 
his way to Mesopotamia, the promise made t(»- 
Abraham is renewed in that singular vision — aa 
expressively symbolical of the universal providence 
of God-^the flight of steps uniting earth and hea- 
ven, with the ministering angels perpetually asH 
cending and descending. In commemoration of 
this vision, Jacob set up a sort of primitive monu- 
ment — ^a pillar of stone. The adventures of Jacob 
among his nomadic ancestors present a most curi^ 
ous and characteristic view of their simple iSan^ 
ners and usages. His meeting with Rachel at the 
well; the hospitality of Laban to his sister's scm; 
his agreement to serve seven years* to obtain 
Rachel in marriage ; the public ceremony, of es- 
pousals in the presence of the tribe; the stratagem 
of Laban to substitute his elder for his younger 
and fairer daughter, in order to bind the enamoured 

* " I once met with a young man who had served eight years 
for his food only; at the end of that period he obtained in 
marriage the daughter of his master, for whom he would other- 
wise haye had to pay seven or eight hundred piastres. When 
I taw him he had bieen manied thriee yean ; but he bittaerly 
complained of his father-in-law, who continued to require of 
him the performance of the most servile offices, without paying 
him any thine ; and that prevented him from setting up for 
nd family." — Burckkardt's Travels in Syria, p. 297. 
1 the Haouran, the district south-east of Damascos. 


JACOB IK MESOPOTAMIA. 27 

sttanger to seven years' longer service ; the little 
jealousies of the sisters, not on account of the 
greater share in their husband's affections, but 
their own fertility; the substitution of their re« 
spective handmaids; the contest in cunning and 
snbdety between Laban and Jacob, the former 
endeavouring to defraud the other of his duel 
wages, and at the same time to retain so useful a 
servant, under whom his flocks had so long pro- 
spered — ^the latter, by his superior acquaintance 
with the habits of the animals which he tended, 
securing all the stronger and more flourishing part 
of the flocks for his own portion ; the flight of 
Jacob, not as so rich a resident ought to have been 
dismissed with mirth and with songs, with tabret 
and with harp ; Laban's religious awe of one so 
inianifestly under the Divine protection ; Rachel's 
purloining and concealment of her Other's Tera* 
phim; above all, their singular treaty, in which 
Laban at length consents to the flnal separation of 
this great family, with which he had expected to 
increase the power and opulence of his tribe ; — all 
diese incidents throw us back into a state of society 
di^Rsrent not merely from modem usages, but from 
those which prevailed among the Jews after their 
return from Egypt. The truth and reality of the 
picture is not more apparent than its appropriate 
locality in the regions which it describes: — it is 
neither Egyptian nor Palestinian, nor even Ara- 
bian, life ; it breathes the free air of the wide and 
open plains of inland Asia, where the primitive in- 
habitants are spreading, without opposition or im- 
pediment, with their flocks and herds and camels, 
over unbounded and unoccupied regions. 
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Isaac, in the mean time> had continued to dweH 
towards the southern border of the promised land; 
he had begun to cultivate the soil, whidi amplj 
repaid his labours. He seems to have been supe^ 
ifior to the native population in one most useful 
arty not improbably learned by his father in Egypt; 
^at of sinking wells. The manner in which tibe 
E^tive herdsmen drove him firom place to place aar 
so!pn as he had enriched it with that possession, so 
ittvaluable in an arid soil, indicates want of skill, 
or at least of success, in providing for themselves. 
Perhaps it was as much by ignorant neglect as by 
wanton malice, that the Philistinfes sujfiPered those 
formerly sunk by Abraham to lall mto decay and 
become filled with earth. Jacob had erossed the 
Jiirdim with nothing but the staff which he carried 
ki his hand ; he returned with immense wealth in 
c«ttle, flocks, asses and camels, male and female 
slaves ; and with the more inestimable treasure o^ 
eleven sons, bom to. him in Mesopotamia. Bui 
before he could venture to return to his Either, he 
must appease the resentment of his injured bro*- 
ther. Upon the borders of the land of Canaan j at 
a place called Mahanaim (firom a vision of angels 
seen there), he sends messeng^s to announce hiir 
approach as far as Seir, a district extending firom 
the foot of the Dead Sea. There Esau way 
already established as the chieflain of a powerftdl 
tribe, for he sets ^rth to meet his brother at the 
head of 400 men. The peaceful company of Jacob 
are full of apprehension ; he sends, forward a splenr 
did present of 9tOO she-goats, £0 he-goats, £00 
ewes and 20 rams, 30 milch camels, with theic 
colts, 40 kine, 10 bulls, dO ske^eases and 10 foals; 
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he likewise takes the precaution of dividmg his 
company into two parts, in order that if one shall 
be attacked the other may escape. Having made 
these arrangements, he passes with his family oirer 
a brook, caUed the Jabbok, which lay before him# 
In the night he is comforted by another symbolic 
vision, in which he su{^8es himsdif wrestling with 
a mysterious being,~firom whom he extorts a Mess- 
ing, and is commanded from henceforth to assume 
the name of Israel (the prevailing): for, having 
prevailed . against Cpoo, so his race are to prevau 
against men. Yet. he does not entirely relax his 
caution ; as he and his family advance to meet the 
dreaded Esau, the handmaids and their children 
are put foremost, then Leah with hers, last of all^ 
as with the best dumce of escape, should any 
treachery be intended, the favourite Rachel and 
her single child Joseph. But the hunter, though 
violent, was nevertheless frank, jgenerous, and for- 
giving. While Jacob approaches with signs of 
reverence, periiaps of apprehension, Esau ran to 
meet Aim, and embraced him and fell on his necks 
and kissed Aim, and they wept At first he re- 
frues the offered present, but at length accepts it 
as a pledge of fraternal amity, and proposes that 
they should set forward together and unite their 
adcampments. The cautious Jacob, still appre- 
hensive of futi»e misunderstandings, alleges the 
natural excuse, that his party, encumbered with 
their cattle, their wives and childi^a, must travel 
more slowly than the expeditious troop of the 
Edomites; and immediately on his brother's de» 
parture, instead of following him to Seir, turns off 
towards the Jordan; encamps first at Succothj 
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then crosses the Jordan, and settles near Shaieafc 
Here he purchases a field of the inhabitants, and 
resides in security, until a feud with the princes of 
the country drives him forth to seek a safer en* 
campment. Sech^m, the son of Hamor, the great 
chieftain of the tribes which. occupied that part of 
Canaan, violated Dinah, the daughter of Jacob. 
■ . In all Arabian tribes, the brother is most deeply 
wounded by an outrage on the chastity of the 
females, (a part of Spanish manners, no doubt 
inherited from their Arabian ancestry,) on him de- 
volves the duty of exacting vengeance for the in- 
dignity offered to the • tribe or femily. Simeon 
and Levi, without consulting their father, take up 
the quarrel. Sechem ofiers to marry the damsel, 
his father and his people, not pverse to an union 
with the wealthv strangers, consent to submit to cir- 
cumcision, as the condition of the marriage, and as 
a pledge to the solemn union of the clans. While 
they are disabled from resistance by the conse* 

Suences of the operation, Simeon and Levi, with 
leir followers, fall on the city, put the iidiabitanta 
to the sword, and pillage the whole territory. 
The sense of this act of cruelty to his allies, and 
disregard to his own authority, sank deep into the 
heart of the peaceful Jacob. In his last vision, 
Simeon and Levi are reprobated as violent and 
bloodthirsty men, and, as if this dangerous dis^. 
position had descended upon their posterity, they 
are punished, or rather prevented from bringing 
ruin upon the whole race, by receiving a smaller 
and a divided portion of ijie promised land. Jacok 
retreats to Luz, where he had formerly parted 
from his brother Esau. Here the family was 
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arfcnmly dedicated to Grod, all the superstitious 
practices which they had hrought from Mesopo- 
tamia were forbidden; the little images of the 
tutelar deities, even the earrings, probably con- 
sidered as amulets or talismans, were taken away 
and buried. On the other hand, the magnificent 
promise, repeatedly, made to Abraham and Isaac, 
was once more renewed to Jacob. An altar was 
raised, and the place called Beth-el, the House of 
Grod. From Lu2, Jacob removed to Ephrath or 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus Christ. There 
his fiivourite wife Rachel died in childbed, having 
given birth td his youngest son, called by the. ex- 
piring mother Ben-oni, me child of her sorrow, by 
the father Ben-jamin, the son of his right hand. 
Having raised a sepulchral piUar over her remains, 
he sets forth to a new settlement near the tower of 
Edar, the site of whicl) is unknown. Here his do- 
mestic peace is disturbed by another crime, the 
violation of his concubine, BiUah, by Reuben, his 
eldest son. At length he rejoins his father, Isaac, 
in the plain of Mamre, where the old man dies, 
and is honourably buried . by his two sons. But 
ham henceforward the two branches of Isaac's &- 
mily were entirely separated. The country about 
Mount Seir became the permanent residence of 
tiie . Edomites, who were governed first by inde- 
pendent shieks or princes, afterwards were united 
iiader one monarchy. Jacob continued, to dwell 
in Canaan, with his powerful family and ample pos- 
sessions, until dissensions among his sons prepared 
die way for more important ch^ges, which seemed 
to brealc for ever the connection between the race 
of Abraham and the land of Cimaan, but ended in 
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establishing them as the sole possessors of {b% 
whole territory. 

Here then let us pause, and, before we &II0W 
the family of Jacob into a country where the go* 
vemment and usages of the people were so tot^y 
difierent, look bick on the state of society ds^ 
scribed in the Patriarchal History. Mankind ap« 
pears in its in&ncy, graduaUy extendii^ its oa*" 
c«pancy over regions, either entirely unappro^ 
priated, or as yet so recently and thinly peopled^ 
as to admit, without resistance, the new swarms of 
Settlers, which seem to spread from the birthplace 
of the human race, the plains of Central Asia. 
They are peaceful pastoral nomads, travelling on 
their camels, the ass the only odier beast of 
burthen ; the horse appears to have been unknown 
•^fortunately, perhaps, for themselves and their 
neighbours — for the possession of that animal 
teems fatal to habits of peace. The nomads, who 
are horsemen, are almost always marauders. The 
power of sweeping rapidly over a wide district, and 
retreating as speedily, offers irresistible temptation 
€0 a people of roaming and unsettled habits. But 
the unenterprizing Miepherds, from whom the 
Hebitew tribe descended, move onward as their 
conrenience or necessity require, or as richer pas- 
tures attract their notice. Wherever they settle, 
they sink wells, and thus render unpeopled districts 
habitable. It is still more curious to obsejrve how 
the prc^ess of improvement is incidentally be*' 
trayed in the summary account of the ancient records 
Abraham finds no^ impediment to his settling 
whenever fertile pastures invite him to pitch his 
camp. It is only fa place of burial, in which he 
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tftinks of securing a proprietary right. Jacob, on 
the oontrafy, purchases a field to pitch his tent. 
When Abraham is exposed to &niine, he appears 
to have had no means of supply but to go down 
himself to Egypt. In the time of Jacob a regular 
traffic in com existed between the two countries, 
and caravansaries were established on the way. 
Trading caravans hkd likewise begun to traverse 
the Arabian deserts, with the spices and other 
products of the East, and with slaves, which they 
imported into Egypt. Among the simpler nomads 
of Mesopotamia* wages in money were unknown ; 
among the richer Phoenician tribes, gold and silver 
were already current. It has been the opinion of 
some learned men that Abraham paid the money 
for his bargain by weight, Jacob in pieces, rudely 
coined or stamped. When Abraham receives the 
celestial strangers, with true Arabian hospitality 
he kills the calf with his own hands, but has no- 
thing more generous to offer than the Scythian 
beverage o£ milk ; yet the more civilized native 
tribes seem, by tiie offering of Melchisedek, to 
have had wine at their command. Isaac become 
more wealthy, and having commenced the tillage 
of the soil, had acquired a taste for savoury meats, 
and had wine for his ordinary use. The tillage 
of Isaac bespeaks the richness of a virgin soil, as 
yet unbroken by the plough — it returned an hun- 
dred for one. These primitive societies were con- 
stituted in the mpst simple and inartificial manner. 
The parental authority, and that of the head of 
t^e tribe, was supreme and without appealr^Esau 
so far respects even his blind and &eble father, 
as to postpone the gratification of his revenge till 
VOL. I. n 
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t)ie death of Jacob. Afterwards the forothera who 
conspire against Joseph, though some of them had 
ahready dipped their hands in blood, dare not per- 
petrate their crime openly. When they return from 
Egypt to fetch Benjannn, in order to redeem one <^ 
their company, left in apparent danger of his life, 
they are obliged to obtain the consent of Jacob, and 
do not think of carrying him offby force* Reuben, 
indeed, leaves his own sons as hostages, under an 
express covenant that they are to be put to death 
if he does not bring Benjamin back. The father 
seems to have possessed the powor of transferring 
the right of primogeniture to a younger son. This 
was perhaps the effect of Isaac's blessing ; Jacob 
seems to have done the same, and disinherited the 
three elder sons of Leah. The desire of offspring, 
and the pride of becoming the ancestor of a great 
people, with the attendant disgrace of barrenness, 
however in some degree common to human nature, 
and not unknown m thickly peopled countries, 
yet as the one predominant and absorbing passion 
(for such it is in the patriarchal history) beloi^ 
more properly to a period, when the earth still 
offered ample room for each tribe to extend its 
boundaries without encroaching on the possessions 
of its neighbour. 

These mcidents, in themselves trifling, are not 
without interest, both as illustrative of human 
•manners, and as tending to show that the record 
from which they are drawn was itself derived 
from cotemporary traditions, which it has repre- 
sented with scrupulous fidelity. Even the charac- 
ters of the different personages are singularly in 
unison with the state of society described. Tneoe 
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is the hunter, the migratory herdsman, and the 
incipient husbandman. The quiet and easy Isaac 
adapts himself to the more fixed and seden- 
tary occupation of tilli^e. Esau the hunter is 
redcless, daring, and improvident. Jacob the 
herdsman, cautious, observant, subtle, and timid. 
Esau excels in one great virtue of uncivilized life« 
bravery ; Jacob in another which is not less highly 
appreciated, craft. Even in Abrkham we do not 
find that nice and lofty sense of veracity which 
distinguishes a state of society where the point of 
honour has acquired great influence. It is sin-' 
galar that this accurate delineation of primitive 
maimers, and the discrimination of individual cha- 
rftcter in each successive patriarch, with all the 
iiiq>erfbctions and vices, as well of the social state 
as of the particular disposition, although so conclu- 
sive an evidence to the honesty of the narrative, 
has caused the greatest perplexity to many pious 
minds, and as great triumph to the adversaries of 
i^realed religion. The object of this work is 
strictly historical, not theological ; yet a few ob- 
servations may be ventured on this pomt, consider- 
ing its important bearing on the manner in which 
Jewish history ought to be written and riead: 
Some will not read the most ancient and curious 
history in the world, because it is in the Bible; 
odiers read it in the Bible with a kind of pious 
awe, which prevents them from comprehending 
Us real spirit. The latter look on the distin- 
guished characters in the Mosaic annals as a kind 
of sacred beings, scarcely allied to human nature^ 
Their intercourse with the Divinity invests them 
with a mysterious sanctity, which is expected to 
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extend to all their actions. Hence when they find 
the same passions at work, the ordinary feelings 
and vices of human nature prevalent both amottg 
the ancestors of the chosen people, and the chosen 
people themselves, they are confounded and dis-* 
tressed. Writers unfriendly to revealed religion, 
starting with the same notion, that the Mosaic 
narrative is uniformly exemplary, not historical, 
have enlarged with malicious triumph on the de* 
linquencies of the patriarchs and their descend- 
' ants. Perplexity and triumph surely equally 
groundless ! Had the avowed design of the inter- 
course of God with the patriarchs been their own 
unimpeachable perfection ; had that of the Jewish 
polity been the establishment of a divine Utopia^ 
advanced to premature civilization, and overleap- 
ing at once those centuries of slow improvement, 
through which the rest of mankind were to pass, 
then it might have been difficult to give a reason- 
able account of the manifest fa^ure* So far from 
this being the case, an ulterior purpose is evident 
throughout. The patriarchs and their descendants 
are the depositaries of certain great religious 
truths, the unity, omnipotence, and providence of 
God, not solely for their own use and advantage, 
but as conservators for the future universal benefit 
of mankind. Hence, provided the great end, the 
preservation of those truths, was eventually ob- 
tained, human affairs took their ordinary course ; 
the common passions and motives of mankind were 
left in undisturbed operation. Superior in one re- 
spect alone, the ancestors of the Jews, and the Jews 
themselves, were not beyond their age or country 
in acquirements, in knowledge, or even in morals ; 
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as far as morals are modified by usage and opi- 
nion. They were polygamists, like the rest of the 
eastern world ; they aicquired the virtues and the 
vices of each state of society through which they 
passed. Higher and purer notions of the Deity, 
though they tend to promote and improve, by no 
means necessarily enforce moral perfection ; their ' 
influence will be regulated by the social state of the 
age in which they are promulgated, and the bias 
of the individual character to which they are ad- 
dressed. Neither the actual interposition of the 
Almighty in favour of an individual or nation, nor 
his employment of them as instruments for certain 
important purposes, stamps the seal of divine ap- 
probation on all their actions ; in some cases, as m 
the deception practised by Jacob on his father, the 
worst part of their character manifestly contributes 
to the purpose of God : still the nature of the ac- 
tion is not altered ; it is to be judged by its motive, 
not by its undesigned consequence. Allowance, 
therefore, being always made for their age and 
social state, the patriarchs, kings, and other He- 
brew worthies, are amenable to the same verdict 
which would^ be passed on the eminent men of 
Greece or Rome. Excepting where they act under 
the express commandment of God, they have no 
exemption from the judgment of posterity; and on 
the same principle, while God is on the scene, the 
historian will write with caution and reverence ; 
while man, with freedom, justice, and impartiality. 
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ISRAEL IN EGYPT. 
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— Anamt Traditions. 
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The seed of Abraham had now become a family ; 
from the twelve sons of Israel it was to branch 
out into a nation. Of these sons the four elder 
had been bom from the prolific Leah, Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah. The barren Rachel had 
substituted her handmaid Bilhah, who' gave birth 
to Dan and Naphtali. Leah, afVer her sister's ex- 
ample, substituted Zilpah ; from her sprang Gad 
and Asher. Rachel, ror the sake of some man- 
drakes, supposed among eastern women to act as a 
love philtre and remove barrenness, yielding up 
her right to her sister, Leah again bore Issachar 
and Zebulon, and a daughter, Dinah. At length 
the comely Rachel was Idessed with Joseph ; and 
in Canaan, Benoni or Benjamin completed the 
twelve. 

The children of die handmaidens had no title 
to the primogeniture. Reuben had forfeited the 
esteem of his father by incest with his conenbine, 
Simeon and Levi by theAr cruelty towards the 
Sichemites. Judah, the next brouier, was inad- 
vertently betrayed into a serious crime. There 
was a singular usage afterwards admitted into the 
Mosaic law, that in case a married man died with- 
out issue his next broiher was* bound to take his 
wife, in order that his line might not become ex- 
tinct. The perpetuation of their name and race 
through their of&pring being then, as it is still in 
some countries of the East, the one great object to 
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which all moral laws, even those generally recm- 
nised, were to give way. The eldest son of Juda^ 
£r, died ; the second, Onan, was guilty of a crimi- 
nal dereliction of that indispensaUe duty, and wafi 
cut off for his offence. Judah, neglecting his pn><- 
mise-to hestow the widow, Tamar, on his third sihi» 
Shelah, was hetrayed into an unlawful ccmnexioa 
with her, and hecame the incestuous father of two 
diildren. 

But Joseph, the elder bom of the beloved Rar 
chel, had always held the first place in the afieo 
tions of his father. He was a. beautiful youth, and 
it was the pride of the fond father to behold him in 
a dress distinguished from the rest of his sons--a 
coat of many colours. The envy of his brethren 
was still farther excited by two dreams seen by 
Joseph, which, in the frankness of his disposition, 
he took no pains to conceal. In one, the broth«» 
were binding sheaves of corn, (a proof that they 
were advancing in the cultivation of the soil,) th^ 
sheaves of the brothers bent, and did homage Jo 
that of Joseph. In the other, the sim and the 
moon and eleven stars seemed to make obeisance 
to Joseph. Each of these successive visions 
intimated his future superiority over all the family 
of Israel. One day, when Joteph had set forth 
to the place wh^te his brothers were accus- 
tomed to feed their flocks, they returned to 
their father's tent without him, bearing that very 
dress, on which Jacob had so often gazed widb 
pleasure, steeped in blood. The agony of the old 
man cannot be described with such pathetic sim- 
plicity as in the language of the Sacred Volume,^* 
Ite refused to be conrforted, and he said I mil 
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S3 down into the grave with my son moummg. 
ut before he went down to the grave he was to 
behold his son under far different circumstances. 
His brothers, at first, notwithstanding the r.einon« 
Btramces of Reuben, the eldest born, a man of 
ware mild and generous disposition, had deter* 
adined on putting their hated rival to death. With 
this intention they had let him down into a pit, 
probably an old disused well. A caravan of Ara- 
bian traders happening to pass by, they acceded to 
the more merciful and advantageous proposition of 
Judah to sell him as a slave. Though these mer- 
chants were laden only with spicery, balm, and 
myrrh, commodities in great request in Egypt, all 
of them being used in embalming the dead, they 
were sure of a market for such a slave as Joseph, 
and in that degraded and miserable character he 
arrived in Egypt. But the Divine Providence 
watched, even in the land of the stranger, over the 
heir to die promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. The slave rose with a rapidity surprising, 
though by no means, unparalleled in eastern king* 
doms, to be the all-powerful vizier of the king of 
Egypt. He was first bought by Potiphar, a chief 
officer of the king, the captain of the guard, by 
whom he was speedily promoted to the care of 
ihe whole household. The entire confidence of 
his master in the prudence and integrity of the 
servant is described in these singular terms, — 
He left all that he had in Joseph* s hand, and he 
knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did 
eat. The virtue of Joseph in other respects was 
equal to his integrity, but not so welL rewarded. 
Falsely accused by the arts of his master*s wife, 
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wliose crimiiial advances he had repelled, he wss 
thrown into prison. The dungecm opens a. vra.y 
to still fiirther advanoement. Wherever he is, 
he secures esteem and confidence* Like liis 
fimner master, the keeper of the prison entrusts 
the whole of his responsible dnties to the chax^^ 
of Joseph. But the chief cause of his rapid rise 
to fortiuie and dignity is his skill in the inter*- 
pretatioo of dreams. Amnng his &Ilow-priaoiieES 
were the chief cup-bearer and <:hief purveyor of 
the king. Batmh of these men was perplexed by 
an extraordinary vision. The interpretation of 
Joseph was justified by the ev^it of both ; one, 
as he predicted, was restored to his honours, tke 
other suffered an ignominious death. Through 
•^ '^Port o^ tke former, the fimie of Joseph, in 
a character so important among a supersdtioiis 
people, reached the palace, and when the kimr 
himself IS m the same manner disturbed wit£ 
visions which baffle the prolessed diviners of the 
eoun^, Joseph is summoned from the prison. 
The dreams of the kmg, according to the 4posi^ 
Z^IaT^^' T^"^ ^ symboK^forms of ^en 
Sitht^^^y ^^ ^^"«^«1 ^r «^« lean and 

hjZv^of^^^^ff^^^ tobesucSeded 

iLp^L^Tcfflr*'^ Theaa^of 

the hnpenSL^S^ t^^ "^ ^"^^'^f ^^?^*^ 
fifth Dsit ofX «^*anMty, he recommends Aat a 

the purpose T^ *aicl «p m granaries built for 
-ri~* , ma WHO so fit to carry such plans into 
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eS^ct as he whose prudence had suggested them ? 
Joseph, therefore, is at once installed in the dig-* 
nity of chief minister over the whole of this gveat 
and flourishing kingdom. 

The information we obtain from the Mosaic nar- 
rative, concerning the state and constitution of 
Egypt during this period, is both valuable in itself, 
and agrees strictly with all the knowledge^ which 
we acquire from other sources. Egypt had long 
been the great com country of the ancient worldj 
now in a high state of cultivation, but dependent 
for its fertdity on the overflow of the river on 
whose banks it lay. Should the annual increase 
of the Nile be interrupted, the whole valley would 
remain a barren and unvegetating waste. The 
cause of the long period of famine is nowhere indi-» 
cated, but it was by no means a local calamity, it 
extended to all the adjacent countries. A long 
and general drought, which would burn up the 
herbage of all the pastoral districts of Asia, might 
likewise diminish that accumulation of waters 
which at its regular period pours down the chan* 
nel of the NOe. The waters are collected partly 
from the clouds, which are driven by the northern 
Etesian winds into the attraction of the Ethiopian 
mountains, but in the m-eatest part from the 
drainage of all the high levels in that region of 
central Africa. . But whatever might be its caus^ 
Eg3rpt escaped the famine which pressed so se*- 
verely on other countries, only through the pru- 
dent administration of Joseph. It is necessary^ 
however, before we describe the poUcy which he 
adopted, or the settlement of the family of Israel 
in this country, to give some insight into the stilte 


46 HISTORY or THE JEWS. 

of the Egyptian govemment and people ; for 
out this we shaU neither be able to comprehend ihfb 
transactions which relate to the Israelites in Egypt, 
nor the degree of originality to be assigned to the 
Mosaic institutions. Egypt, before this period, had 
enjoyed many centuries of civilization, most likely 
of opulence and splendour. Whether nhb had 
already reared her vast and mysterious pyramids^ 
commenced the colossal temples of Ipsambul, and 
Thebes, or excavated those wondeiiul subterrft- 
neous sepulchral palaces for her dead kings, can-^ 
not at present be decided with certainty. But of 
her singular constitution we have distinct indica- 
tions in the Mosaic narrative. The people were 
divided into castes, like those of India, which 
exist to the present day, and which formerly 
prevailed among many other oriental nationEr. 
At the head of these castes stood that of the 
priesthood. From this order the* king was 
usually selected; if one of the warriors, the next 
class in rank, should attain to that eminence, he 
was always installed and enrolled in the superior 
order. The priestly caste, in rank and power, 
stood far above the rest of the people. In each 
Nome or district (if indeed these divisions were of 
so early a date) stood a temple and a sacerdotal 
college. In them one-third of the whole land of 
the country was inalienably vested. The priests 
were not merely the ministers of religion, they 
were the hereditary conservators of knowledge. 
They were the public astronomers, by whom all 
the agricultural labours of the people were regu- 
lated; the public geometricians, whose service 
was indispensable, since the Nik annually oblite- 
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i«|bed the landmarks of the country; in their hie- 
roglyphical characters the public events were re» 
cor^d; they were the physicians; in short, to 
them belonged the whole patrimony of science, 
which was mseparably bound up with their reli- 
gioii. The political powers of this hereditary 
aristocracy were unbounded ; they engrossed ap* 
parently bodi the legislative and judicial functions ; 
they were the framers, the conservators, the inter- 
preters of the laws. As interpreter of dreams, 
Joseph, no doubt, intruded into the province of 
this all-powerful caste, and the king, not impro- 
bably with a view to disarm their jealousy, married 
his. new vizier to the daughter of the Priest of the 
^un, wha dwelled in On, called afterwards by the 
Greeks Heli<^lis (the City of the Sun). More- 
over, in the great political measure of Joseph, the 
resumption of all the lands into the hands of the 
crown, the sacred property of the priests was 
exempted from the operation of the law, and the 
whole class supported, during the £unine, at the 
royal charge* The next caste in dignity was that 
of the warriors, called by Herodotus, Hermo- 
tybies or Kalasyries. The lower classes of the 
fieople constituted the rest of the orders ; accord- 
ing to Herodotus five, to Diod<»rus three more. 
The latter reckons husbandmen, artisans, and 
shepherds ; Herodotus, shepherds, swineherds, 
manufacturers and shopkeepers, interpreters, and 
mariners, that is, ttie boatmen of the Nile. The 
boundaries of these castes were unalterably fixed, 
the son held for ever the same rank, and pursued 
the aame occupation with his father. The profes- 
sion of a shepherd, probably the lowest of these 
castes, was held in particular discredit. *^ Every 
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^bepherd was an abomination to- tibe £g3rptiBani." 
Several reasons have been assigned for this i^ 
markable fact. A German writer of great abiti^ 
snpposes, that when the first eivilizers of 'Egyft^ 
whom, from reasons, which every accession to cfoar 
knowledge of ancient Egypt seems to confirm,- he 
derives from Ethiopia, directed the attentioa of 
the people to tillage, for which the country was 
so admirably adapted, in order to wean the Toiie 
people from their nomadic habits, they studiaiiah^ 
degraded the shepherds into a sort of Faiiati 
caste. Another and a more genercd opmion 
derives this hostility to the name of shepherd fikm 
a recent and most important event in the Egyptiali 
history. While Egypt was rapidly advancing, in 
splendour and prosperity, a fierce and barbarous 
Asiatic horde burst suddenly upon her fruitful 
provinces, destroyed her temples, massacred her 
priests, and, having subdued uie whole of Lower 
Eg3rpty established a dynasty of six suocesaifre 
kmgs/ These Hyksos, or royal shepherds, wiA 
their savage clans, afWrwards expelled by the vic- 
torious Egyptians, Monsieur ChampoUion* thiniEB, 
with a{^arent reason, that he recognises on nuiRy 
of the ancient monuments. A people with red 
hair, blue eyesy and covered only with an un- 
dressed hide, loosely wrapped over them, are 
painted, sometimes struggling in deadly warfkaae 
with the natives, more usually in attitudes of the 
lowest degradation which the scorn and hatred of 
their conquerors could invent. They lie prostrate 
under the footstools of the kings, in the attitude 
described in the book of Joshua, where the nderB 

* Lettre a Mons. de Blacas, p. 57. 
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actually set their feet on the necks of the captive 
Idngs.* The common people appear to have taken 
pride in having the figures of these detested ene- 
mies wrought on the soles of their saiidals, that 
they might be thus perpetually trampled on : even 
the dead carried this memorial of their hatred into 
the grave ; the same figures are painted on the 
lower wrappers of the mummies, accompanied with 
similar marks of abhorrence and contempt. It 
would be difficult to find a more apt illustratioa of 
the phrase in the book of Genesis, '< every shepherd 
was Bn abomination to the Egyptians.*' Several 
other incidents in the Mosaic history seem to con- 
firm the opinion, that these invaders had been 
expelled, and that but recently, before the period 
of Joseph's administration. 

' The seven years of unexampled plenty passed 
away exactly as the interpreter of the royal dreams 
had foretold. During aU this time Joseph regu- 
larly exacted a fifth of the produce, which was 
Stored up in granaries established by the govern<^ 
ment. The famine soon began to press heavily, 
not merely on Egypt, but on all the adjacent 
countries: among the first who came to pur* 
chase corn, appeared the ten sbns of Jacob. It is 
no easy task to treat, afler the Jewish historian, 
the transactions which took place between Joseph 
and his family* The relation in the book of 
Genesis is, pedbaps, the most exquisite model of 
the manner m which history, without elevating its 
tone, or departing from its plain and unadorned 
veracity, assumes the language and spirit of the 
most touching poetry« The cold and rhetorical 

* Joshua, X. 24. 
vox.. I, £ 
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paraphrase of Josephus, soiiietimes a writer of 

great vigour and simplicity, enforces the prudenos 

of adhering as closely as pc»sible to the langiia|^ 

of the oriffinal record. The brothers are at first 

received with sternness and' asperity, dbaiged witb 

being spies come to observe the undefended state 

of the country. This accusation, though not a^ 

riously intended, in some degree confirms the 

notion that the Egyptians had recently sufTerody 

and therefore constandy apprehended, foreign m<< 

vaaion. They are thrown into prison for thved 

days, and released on conditiMi of proving the 

taruth of their story, by bringing thdr youi^er 

brother Benjamin with them. Their own danger 

brings upbefiire their minds' the recotlectum of 

their crime. They express to one another their 

deep remorse for the supposed murder of their 

elder brother, little thinking that Joseph, who had 

conversed with them through an interpreter, (per* 

haps of the caste mentioned by Herodotus,) under- 

stood every word they said. And Joseph turfmd 

abotit from them and wept, Simeon bemg left «i 

a hostage, the brothers are dismissed, but on theix 

way they are surprised and alarmed to find their 

money returned. The suspicious Jacob will not 

at first entrust his youngest and best-beloved chiUL 

to their care ; but their present supply of com beiag 

consumed, they have no alternative between statr^ 

vation and their return to Egypt. Jacob reluc<^ 

tantly and with many fond acunonitions connmta 

the surviving child of Radiel to their protection 

On their arrival in Egypt they are better reeetved, 

the Vizier inquires anxiously about the heldth o^ 

their father. Is your fcnther alive, the old man 
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o/* nhom ye ipake, is he yet alive "i The sight 
oi his own uterine brother Benjamin overpowers 
hmi with emotion. He said, Ood be gracwui 
fM<0 thee, my son; and Joseph made haste, for 
Ms bowels did yearn upon his brother; and he 
smight mhere to fbeep, and • he entered into his 
chamber and wepi there. They are feasted, (and 
here again we find a genuine trait of Egyptian 
manners,) Joseph must not eat at the same table 
with these shepherd strangers. Benjamin is pecu*' 
liarly distinguished by a larger portion of meat; 
The brothers are once more msmissed, but are now 
pursued and apprehended on a charge of secreting a 
silver cup, which had been concealed in the sack 
of B^amin, and at length the great minister of 
the king of Egypt makes himself known as the 
brother whom they had sold as a slave. Then 
Jio$eph could not refrain hknself before all them that 
stood by him; and he cried^ Cause every man to go 
out from me; and there stood no man with Aim, 
wkUe Joseph made himself known unto his brethren^ 
And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the 
house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto 
Ai» hrethteny Come nesir to me, / pray you. And 
they • came near. And he said, I am Joseph ; 
doth my father yet U»e? And his brethren could 
not answer him, for they were troubled at his 
presence. And Joseph stnd unto his brethren^ 
Come neat to me, I pray you. And they came 
tigfgf. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, 
whoM ye sold into Egypt, Now therefore be not 
grieved, nor angry with yourselves that ye sold 
me hither: for God did send me before you td 
ptuerve t^e; and he hath mode me a father to 
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PUdtaoh, and lord of all his hausCj mad a rukr 
throughout all the land of E-gfpt. He sends 
them, with great store of provisions, and with an 
equipage of waggons to transport their father aoEid 
all their family into Egypt, for five years of the 
famine had still to elapse. His last striking adr 
monition is, See thai ye fall not out by the may^ 
When they arrived in Canaan, aiid told their aged 
father, Joseph is yet alvoe, and he is governor over 
all the land of Egypt 9 Jacobus heart fainted^ for he 
believed - them not. Convinced at length of the 
surprizing change of fortune, he said, '^ It is endugk, 
Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see kim 
before I £e." 

Thus all the legitimate descendants of Abraham 
with their families, amounting in number to 70,- 
migrate into Eg3rpt. The high credit of Joseph 
ensures them a friendly reception, and the fertik 
district of Goshen, the best pasture land of Egypt, 
is assigned by the munificent sover^gn for their 
residence. But if the deadly hostility borne by the 
native Egyptians to foreign shepherds really origi- 
nated in the cause which has been indicated above^ 
the magnanimity of Joseph in not disdainung his 
connexion with a race in such low esteem, and his 
influence in obtaining them such hospitable reoep* 
tion, must not escape our notice. Their establii^ 
ment in Goshen, coincides in a remarkable num«* 
ner with this theory. The last strong hold of the 
shepherd kings was the city of Abaris. Abaris 
must have been situated either within or closely 
bordering upon the district of Goshen. . The ex-* 
pulsion of the shepherds would leave, tl^ tract 
unoccupied, and open for the settlement of another 
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Sistoral peopbe. Goshen itself was likewise called 
ameses, a word ingeniously explained byJablon- 
ski, as meaning the land of shepherds, and con- 
tained all those low, and sometimes marshy 
meadows on the Pelusiac branch of the Nile, and 
elttending very considerably to the south. Here, 
says Maillet, the grass grows to the height of si 
miin, and so thick that an ox may browse a whole 
day lying on the ground. 

Joseph pursued the system of his governjnent 
with consummate vigour and prudence. His mea- 
sures, however calculated to raise the royal autho- 
rity, seem to have been highly popular with all 
ck^ses of the nation. It is difficult precisely to 
understand the views or the consequences of the 
total revolution in the tenure of property, which 
he effected. During the first years of the dearth, 
idl the money of the country found its way into 
the royal treasury ; in a short time after, all the 
inhabitants hastened to part with their stock ; and 
at length were glad to purchase subsistence at the 
price of their lands: thus the whole territory, 
Except that of the priests, was vested in the crown. 
Whether the common people had any landed pro- 
perty before this period ; and whether that triple 
division of the lands, one-third to the king, for 
the expenses of the court and government ; one- 
tkord. to the priests, and the other third to the 
military class, existed previous to this epoch, we 
have no means of ascertaining. The Mosaic history 
seems to infer that the bo^ of the people were 
the possessors of the soil. ' If, however, the state 
of property, described above from Diodorus, 
was anterior to t|>is period, the financial opera- 
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don of Joseph consisted in the resumption 4i( 
the crown lands from the tenants, with the relet- 
ting of the whole on one plain and uniform. systeM) 
and the acquisition of that of the military, fo 
either case the terms on which the whole was relet, 
with a reservation of one-fifth to the royal exch^ 
quer, seem liberal and advantageous to the culdva- 
tor, especially if we compare them with the ejsActioi6» 
to which the peasantry in the despotic countricfs 
of the East, Or the miserable Fellahs who now 
cultivate the banks of the Nile, are exposed. Ano^ 
ther part of Joseph's policy is still more difiieult 
clearly to comprehend, his removing the people 
into the cities. This has been supposed by some 
an arbitrary measure, in order to break the ties of 
attachment, in the former possessors, to their na- 
tive farms ; by others a wise scheme, intended to 
civilize the rude peasantry. A passage in Bel- 
zoni's travels may throw some light on the trans- 
action. He describes the condition of the poor 
cultivators in Upper Egypt, as wretched and dan- 
gerous. Their single tenements or villages aere 
built but just above the ordinary high-water mark, 
and are only protected by a few wattles. If the 
Nile rises beyond its usual level, dwellings, cattle, 
and even the inhabitants are swept away. The 
measure of Joseph may have been merely intended 
to secure the improvident peasantry against these 
common, but fi^tal accidents. 

Among the fertile pastures of Goshen, enioying 
undisturbed plenty and prosperity,, the sons of Jacob 
began to increase with great, but by no means 
incredible rapidity. The prolific soil of Eg;^t 
i^t merely increases the fertility of vegetable .and 
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animal life, but that of the human race libewiae. 
This fact is noticed by many ancient writers, par* 
jtin^alarly Aristotle, who states that women in 
Egypt.sometimes produce three, four, or even seven 
at. a birth 1 Early marriages, polygamy, the longer 
duration of life, abundance and dieapness of pro- 
visions, would tend, under the divme blessing, 
adll further to promote the pimulation of this 
flourishing district. At the end of 1 7 years, Jacob 
dUied, aged 147. Before his death he bestowed 
his last blessing on Joseph, and solemnly adjured 
him to transfer his remains to the cemetery of the 
Tribe in Canaan. The history of his life termi- 
nates with a splendid poetical inrophecy, describing 
the character of his sons, and the possessicms 
they were to occupy in the partition of the pro- 
mised land. This poem was no doubt treasured 
up with the most religious care among the tradi- 
tions of the tribes. One curious point proves its 
antiquity. The most splendid destiny is awarded 
to Judah and the sons of Joseph, but Jacob had 
sever forgotten the barbarity of Simeon and Levi. 
These two families are condemned to the same in- 
ferior and degraded lot, as divided and scattered 
amcHig their brethren. Yet how different their 
iate ! The tribe of Levi attained the highest 
rank among their brethren, scattered indeed they 
wer^, but in stations of the first distinction, while 
the feeble tribe of Simeon soon dwindled into in- 
aigiiificanoe, and became almost extinct. A later 
poet, certainly Moses himself would not have 
united these two tribes under the same destiny. 
The funeral procession of Jacob was conducted 
with Egyptian magnificence to the s^ulcbre.of 
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his fathers, to the great and luting astonishtnelit' 
of the native Canaanites. The protecting presence 
of their father being withdrawn, the Imthers began 
affain to apprehend the hostility of Joseph ; but 
his favour still watched over the growing settle- 
ment, and he himself at length, haying seen his 
great grand-children upon his knees, died at the 
age of 110 years. He left directions that hn 
body should be embalmed, and put into a cofBn ;' 
on the return of his kindred to Canaan, to be 
transported to the grave of his forefathers. 

How long a period elapsed * between the migra- 
tion into £^ypt under Jacob, and the Exodus, or 
departure, under Moses, has been a question de- 
bated from the earliest ages by Jewish, no less 
than Christian writers. While some assign tht 
whole duration of 480 years to the captivity in 
Egypt, others include the residence of the patri* 
•archs, 215 years, within this period. The vestiges 
of this controversy appear in all the earlier writings. 
The Hebrew and Samaritan texts, the different 
copies of the Greek version of the Scriptures, 
differ. St. Stephen, in the Acts, seems to have 
followed one opmion. St. Paul, in his epistle to th^ 
Galatians, the other. Josephus contradicts him^- 
self repeatedly. The great body of English divines 

* Some curioafl particulars of ihis period may be gleaned 
from the genealogies in the book of Chronicles. Some inters 
course with the native countiy was kept up for a time. Certain 
sons of Ephraim were slain in a freebooting expedition to drive 
the cattle of the inhabitants of Gath. Chron. vii. 21. Another 
became ruler of the tribe of Moab. Chron. vii. 22. Some 
became celebrated in Egypt as potters, and manufacturos in 
cotton (bysstts.) Chron* iv. 21. 
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Mkmr the latter hypothesis; the great modern 
scholars of Germany generally prefer the former. 
The following hrief statement may throw some 
light on this intricate suhject. Tne Jews were 
firmly and religiously persuaded that their genea<- 
logies were not merely accurate, hut complete. 
As then only two names appeared between Levi 
and Moses, those of Kohath and Amram, and the 
date of life assigned to these two seemed irre- 
coBcileable with the longer period of 430 years, 
they adopted very generally the notion that only 
215 years were passed in Egypt.* They over- 
looked, or left to miraculous intervention to account 
for a still greater difficulty, the prodigious increase 
in one family during one generation. In the 
desert the males of the descendants of Kohath are 
reckoned at 8600. Kohath had four sons, from 
each son then, in one generation, must have sprung 
on the average 2150 males. On this hypothesis 
the alternative remains, either that some names 
have been lost from the genealogies between 
Kohath and Amram, or between Amram and 
Moses, a notion rather confirmed by the fact that 
in the genealogy of Joshua- in the book of Chro- 
nicles, he stands twelfth in descent from Joseph, 
while Moses is the fourth from Levi : or, as there 
are certain grounds for suspecting, some general 
error runs through the whole numbering •]■ of the 
Israelites in the desert. 

* On accoont of this uncertainty we have omitted the dales 
till the time of the Exodus, when chronology first seems to offer 
a secure footing. 

t Some observations on this suhject will subsequently be 
offered. 
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At what period in Egyptian history the iBig^<- 
tion under Jacob took place; and which of th^ 
Pharaohs perished in the Red Sea, may possibly 
come to light from the future investigation of the 
hieroglyphic monuments by Mons. Chaix^qllioii. 
One point appears certain from the Mosaic hift- 
tory, that the patron of Joseph was one of the 
xmtive sovereigns of Egypt, not» as Eusebius sup- 
posed, one of the foreign shepherd dynasty. The 
Nourishing and peaced^ state of the kingdom; 
the regularity of the government ; the power of 
the priesthood, who were persecuted and oppressed 
by die savage shepherds ; the hatred of the pas- 
toral race and occupation ; all these circumstances 
strongly indicate the. orderly and uncontested 
authority of the native Princes. 

In process of time, such is the lot of the greater 
of public benefactors, the services of the wise j^nd 
popular Vizier were forgotten. A new king arose,* 
who knew not Joseph, and began to look with 
jea](ous apprehension on this race of strangers, thus 
occupying his most open and accessiMe frontier, 
and able to give free passage, or join in a daa- 

frous confederacy with any foreign invader, 
ith inhuman policy he commenced a system of 

* The cfaangjB of dynasty and accessipn of the shephe^ 
kings during this interval, is liable to as strong objections, as 
those above stated. The inroad of this savage people, which 
must have passed, in all its havoc 'and massacre, over the land 
of Goshen, would hardly have been forgotten or omitted in the 
Hebrew traditions. The great architectural and agricultural 
urorks bespeak the reign of the magnificent native princes, not 
that of ruae barbarians. Mr. Faber's ingenious theory, which 
assigns Uie building of the pyramids to the shepheras, is, in 
our opinion, highly improbable. 
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opp]'e88i6n, intended at once to check their in* 
crease, and break the dangerous spirit of revolt. 
They were seized, and forced to labour at the public 
works in building new cities, Pithom and Raamses,* 
cfiUed treasure cities. Josephus employs them on 
&e pyramids, on the great canals, and on vast 
dams buik for the purpose of irrigati<Hi. But 
^anny, short-lighted 'as inhuman, failed in its 
purpose. Even under these unfavourable circum- 
stances, the strangers still increased. In the damp 
stone-quarry, in the lime-pit and brickfield, toiling 
beneath burthens under a parching sun, they mul- 
tiplied as rapidly as am<Hig the fresh airs and 
under the cool tents in Goshen ; and ' now instead 
of a separate tribe, inhabiting a remote province, 
where loyalty was only suspected, the government 
found a still more numerous people, spread through- 
out the country, and rendered hostile by cruel 
oppression. Tyranny having thus wantonly made 
enemies, must resort to more barbarous measures 
to repress them. A dreadful decree is issued; 
the midwives, who in this land of hereditary pro- 
fessions, were most likely a distinct class under 
responsible officers, were commanded to destroy 
all the Hebrew children at their birth. They 
disobey or evade the command, and the king has 
now no alternative, but to take into his own hands 
the execution of his exterminating project, wbich« 
if carried into effect, would have cut short at once 

* It is curious that Mons. Champollion assigns to this 
period, a king call^ Khamses M«i-Amoun. Rhamses, bow- 
ever, was not an uDoommon name in the Egyptian dynasties. 
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the race of Abraham. Every male chMd is eon^ 
manded to be cast into the river, the females pre-i 
served, probably to fill in time the harems of their 
oppressors. 

but Divine Providence had determined to raise 
up that man, who was to release this oppressed 
people, and afler having seen and intimately known 
the civil and religious institutions of this famoui^ 
country, was deliberately to reject them, to fouiid 
a polity on totally different principles, and esta^ 
blish a religion, the most opposite to the mysteriouir 
polytheism of Egypt; a polity and a religion^ 
which were to survive the dynasty of the Pharaohs, 
and the deities of their vast temples, and exercised 
an unbounded influence on the civil and. religions 
history of the most remote ages. Amram, if tbtf 
genealogies are complete, the second in descent 
nrom Levi, married in his own tribe. His wife 
bore him a son, whose birth she was so fortunate 
as to conceal for three months, but at the end of 
this period she was obliged to choose between the 
dreadful alternative of exposing the infant on the 
banks of the river, or of surrendering him to the 
executioners of the kind's relentless edict. The 
manner in which the child in its cradle of rushes,- 
lined with pitch, was laid among the flags upon 
the brink of the river, forcibly recalls the exposure 
of the Indian children on the banks of the holy 
Ganges. Could there be any similar custom amonff 
the Egyptians, and might the mother hope, that if 
any unforeseen accident should save the life of 
the child, it might pass for that of an Egyptian ? 
This however was not the case. The daughter of 
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dieiungy coming down to bathe in the river, per* 
ceived the ark, and, attracted by the beauty of 
the ' infant, took pity on it, and conjecturing that 
it belonged to one of the persecuted Hebrews^ 
determined to preserve its life. By accident, or 
according to Josephus, by an innocent stratagem, 
the mother is summoned, her own child committed 
to her charge, and, as it grew up, it became the 
adopted son of the princess, who called it Moses, 
from E^ptian words signifying, drawn from the 
water. The child received an excellent education 
and became trained in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians. This last fact rests on Jewish tradi- 
tions reported by St. Stephai, but it is highly 
curious to contrast the other romantic fictions 
oi the later writers, probably the Alexandrian 
Jews, with this plain narrative. These fable» 
haxee no appearance of ancient traditions, but all 
the exaggeration of Rabbinical invention. The 
birth of Moses was prophetically foreshown. The 
sacred scribe announced to the king, that a child 
was about to be bom among the Israelites, who 
was to bring ruin on the power of Egypt, and un- 
exampled glory on the Hebrew nation; he was to 
surpass all the human race in the greatness and 
duration of his fame. To cut short this fatal life, not 
with the design of weakening the Jewish people, 
this elder Herod issues out his edict for the first 
massacre ot the Innocents. Amram the father of 
Moses is likewise favoured with a vision, fore^ 
telling the glory of his son. Thermutis, the 
daughter, of Pharoah (the manners having become 
too refined to suppose that a king's daughter would 
bathe in the river) is more elegantly described as 
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amusing herself on the bsnks. Seeing the bw&et 
floating on the water, she orders certain divers,' 
ready of course at her command, to bring it to her. 
Enchanted by the exquisite beauty of the child she' 
sends for a nurse ; but the infant patriot indignantty 
refuses the milk of an Egyptian ; nurse after nurs^ 
is tried and rejected; nothing wiU satisfy him but 
the breast of his own mother. When he was three 
years old, he was such a prodigy of beauty, that ^ 
who passed by, would suspend their work to gase 
upon him. The princpss adopts him, shows him 
to her father^ and insists on his being recognised 
heir to the kingdom. The king places the dift- 
dem on his head, which the child contemptuously 
seizes and tramples under his feet. The royal 
scribe in vain attempts to awaken the apprehensiomr 
of the monarch. The youth grows up in such uni-- 
versal esteem and favour, that when the Ethiopians 
invade the country, he is placed at the head of the 
army. The district through which he chooses to 
march, rather than ascend the Nile, being full of 
noxious reptiles, he presses a squadron of tame 
ibises, lets them fly at the serpents, and thus spee* 
dily clears his way. By this extraordinary strata-^ 
gem, he comes unexpectedly upon the enemy, de* 
feats and pursues them to their capital city, Meroe* 
Here the daughter of-the king falls in love with him, 
and the city is surrendered on condition of his mar«« 
rying the Ethiopian princess; a fiction obviously 
formed on the Cushite or Arabian, translated in 
the Lxx Ethiopian, wife of Moses. Jealousy and 
hatred, the usual attendants on greatness, endanger 
his life ; the priests urge, and the timid king assents 
to the death of the stranger, who with difficulty 
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Im escape into the desert. But, ais is tisual 
witb t^ose who embellish genuine history, the 
simple dignity of the .Fewish patriot is lowered,- 
raliieT than exalted. The true greatness of Moses 
caommto in his ^^enerous indignation at the oppres-^' 
skms nnder which his kindred were labouring; his 
single^niinded attachment to the poor and degraded 
aBcT toil-worn slaves from whom he sprung; his 
deMberate rejection of all the power, wealth and' 
ranky whibh awaited him if he had forsworn his race,' 
and jmned himself entirely to the people who had 
adopted him. An accident discovered his impa- 
tience of the sufferings inflicted on his brethren. 
As he saw diem labouring under their burthens, he 
perceived one of thie Egyptian officers (such is the 
probable supposition of a late writer) exercising 
some great personal cruelty on one of the miser- 
able sktves under Ms inspection. He rose up in 
defence of his countryman, slew the officer, and 
hid his body in the sand. No Egyptian had wit-^ 
nessed what he had done, and on the fidelity of 
his brethren he siip;k>sed that he might fairly cal- 
oidate. The next day, when he took upon himself 
the office of reconciling t^o of the Israelites, who 
had accidentally quarrelled, he found that hi^ 
seeret was not safe. The whole transaction cer-^ 
tainly gives* ^ound for the siq>position, that an^ 
unformed notion of dehvering his countrymen front 
their bondage was already brooding in the mind 
of Moses* His courage in avenging their wrongs, 
and his anxiety to estabhsh ffood-will and unity 
among the people, were the Surest means he could 
adopt to secure confidence, and consolidate their 
steeaglhr. If th»i were the case, the conduct of 
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his countrymen, ready to betray him on every 
occasion in which their passions or fears were 
excited, instead of encouraging, was likely to crush 
for ever his ambitious hopes, and sadly convince 
him that such a design, however noble, was des- 
perate and impracticable. At all events he had 
been guilty of a crime, by the Egyptian law of the 
most enormous magnitude; even if his favour at 
the court might secure him from the worst conse- 
quences of the unpardonable guilt of bloodshed, 
l}ie example of revolt and insurrection precluded 
all hope of indulgence. 

A lonely iexile, Moses flies beyond the reach of 
Egyptian power, to the tents of the nomadic tribes 
which lie on the borders of Palestine and Arabia. 
Here for forty years the future lawgiver of the Jews 
follows the humble occupation of a shepherd; allied 
in marriage with the hospitable race who had re- 
ceived him, he sees his children rising arouhd 
him, and seems as entirely to have forgotten his 
countrymen and their oppression, as, in all proba- 
bility, he was forgotten by them; so entirely did 
he seem alienated from his own people, that he 
had neglected to initiate his children into the 
family of Abraham, by the great national rite of 
circumcision. On a sudden, when eighty years 
old, an age which according to the present' propor- 
tion of life may be fairly reckoned at 60 or 65, 
when the firie of ambition is usually burnt out, and 
the 'active spirit of adventure subsided, entirely 
unattended,' he appears again in Egypt, and either 
renews, or first boldly undertakes the extraor- 
dinary enterprize of delivering the people of Israel 
from their state of slavery, and establishing them 
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•8 a regular and independent commonwealth. To 
effect this, he had first to ohtain a perfect 
eonunand over the minds of the people, now 
scattered through the whole land of Egypt, 
their courage hroken hy long and unintermitted 
davery, habituated to £g3rptian customs, and even 
deeply tainted with Egyptian superstitions; he 
had -to induce them to throw off the yoke of their 
tyrannical masters, and follow him in search of a 
remote land, only known by traditions* many cen- 
turies old, as the residence of their forefathers. 
Secondly, he had to overawe, and induce to the 
surrender of their whole useful slave population, not 
merely an igporant and superstitious people, but the 
king and the priesthood of a country where science 
had made considerable progress, and where the arts 
of an impostor would either be counteracted by 
similar arts, or instantly detected, and exposed to 
«hanie and ridicule. 

What then were his natural qualifications for this 
prodigious undertaking, — ^popular eloquence? By 
his own adcount, his organs of speech were imper- 
fect, his enunciation slow and impeded ; he was 
obliged to use the cold and ineffective method of 
addresidng the people through his more ready and 
fluent brother Aaron. Had he acquired among 
the tribes, with whom he had resided, the adven- 
turous spirit and military skiU, which mi^ht prompt 
or carry him through such an enterprize? The 
shepherds^ among whom he lived, seem to have 
been a peaceful and unenterprizing people; and 
far from showing miy skill as a warrior, the 
generalship of the troops always devolved on the 
.younger- and more warlike Joshua. His only dis- 
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tinguished acquirenents were those which he had 
leatned among the people^ with whom he was about 
to enter on this extracHrdinary contest; all the 
wisdom he possessed, was the wisdom of the Egyp* 
tians. 

The credentials which Moses produced in order 
to obtain authority over his own people, and the 
means of success on which he calculated, in his b<dd 
design of wresting these miserable Helots from 
their unwilling masters, were a direct commission 
from the God of their fathers, and a power of 
working preternatural wonders. His narrative 
was simple and imposing. The Sea of Edom, ixc 
the Red Sea, termmates in two narrow gulfs, the 
western running up to the modem Isthmus of 
Suez, the eastern extending not quite so far to 
the north. In the mountainous district between 
^ese two forks of the sea, stands a remarkable 
eminence with two peaks, higher than the neigh- 
bouring ridge, the south»eastern, which is much 
the loftiest, called Sinai, the north-weatem Horab. 
Into these solitudes Moses had driven his flocks, 
when suddenly he beheld a bush kindling into 
flame, yet remaining unconsiuned. A voice was 
next heard, which announced the presence of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and declared 
•the compassion of the Almighty towards the suf- 
fering race of Israel, their approaching deliver- 
ance, their restoration to the rich and fruitful land 
of Canaan; designated Moses as the man who was 
toaooomplish this great undertaking, and ended 
by communicating that mysterious name of the 
great Deity, which implies in its few pregnant 
monosyllables, sdf^existenee and eternity. '* I am 
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<^t I am.'' Moses, diffid^it of bis own capacity 
to conduct so great an , enterprize, betrayed his 
reluctance. Two separate miracles, the transfor- 
mation of his rod or shepherd's staff into a serpent, 
the immediate withering of his hand with leprosy, 
and its as immediate restoration; the promise of 
power to effect a third, the change of water into 
blood, inspired him with courage and resolution 
to set forth on his appointed task* Such was his 
relation before the elders of the people ; for even 
in their bondage this sort of government by the 
heads of families seems to have been retained 
among the descendants of Jacob. Aaron, his bro- 
ther, who had gone forth by divine command, as 
he declared, to meet him, enters boldly into the 
design. The people are awed by the signs, which 
are displayed, and yield their passive consent. 
This is all that Moses requires ; for while he pro- 
mises deliverance, he does not insist on any active 
co-operation on their part; he enjoins neither cou- 
rage, discipline, enterprise nor mutual confidence, 
nothing which might render insurrection formid- 
able, or indicate an organized plan of resistance. 

The kings of Egypt probably held that sort of 
opep court or divan, usual in oriental monarchies, 
in which any one may appear who would claim 
justice or petition for favour. Moses and Aaron 
stand before diis throne, and solicit the temporary 
release of all their people, that they may offer 
sacrifice to their God. The haughty monarch not 
only rejects their demand, but sternly rebukes 
the presumptuous interference of these self-consti- 
tuted leaders. The labours of the slaves are re- 
double ; ^€y are commanded not merely to finish 
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the same portion of work in the hrick-fidd, hut 
to provide themselves with straw; they are treated 
with still greater inhumanity, and severely chas- 
tised hecause they cannot accomplish the imprac- 
ticahle orders of their taskmasters. The wretched 
people charge the aggravation of their miseries on 
Moses and Aaron, whose influence, instead of in- 
creasing rapidly, declines, and ^ves place to aver«- 
sion and bitter reproaches, xet the deliverers 
neither lose their courage nor depart from their 
lofty assurance of success. The Qod of their 
fathers assumes that ineffable name, Jehovah, (the 
Faithful and Unchangeable,) which the Jews dare 
not pronounce. That release, which they cannot 
obtain by the fair means of persuasion, Moses and 
Aaron assert that they will extort by force from 
the reluctant king. Again they appear in the roysd 
presence, having announced, it should seem, their 
pretensions to miraculous powers ; and now com- 
menced a contest, unequal it would at first appear, 
between two individiuds of an enslaved people, 
and the whole skill, knowledge, or artifice of the 
Egyptian priesthood, whose sacred authority was 
universally acknowledged; their intimate acquaint- 
ance with all the secrets of nature extensive; their 
reputation for ma^cal powers firmly established 
with the vulgar. The names of the principal op- 
ponents of Moses, Jannes and Jambres, are re- 
ported by St. Paul from Jewish traditions ; and it 
is curious that in Pliny and Apuleius the names of 
Moses and Jannes are recorded as celebrated pro- 
ficients in magical arts. 

The contest began in the presence of the king. 
Aaron cast downhis rod, which was instantaneous^ 
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transformed into a serpent. The magicians perr 
formed the same feat. The dexteit)us tricks which 
the eastern and African jugglers play with ser** 
pents will easily account for tliis without any super- 
natural assistance. It might be done, either by 
adroitly substituting the serpent for the rod ; or 
by causing the serpent to assume a stiff appear- 
ance like a rod or staff, which being cast down 
on the ground might become iigain pliant and 
animated. But Aaron's serpent swallowed up the 
rest — a circumstance, however extraordinary, yet 
not likely to work conviction upon a people fami- 
liar with such feats,- which they ascribed to magic. 
Still the slaves had now assumed courage, their 
demands were more peremptory, their wonders 
more general and public. The plagues of Egypt, 
which successively afflicted the priesthood, the 
king, and almost every deity honoured in their 
comprehensive pantheon, — which infected every 
element, and rose in terrific gradation, one above 
the other, now began. Pharaoh was standing 
on the brink of the sacred river, the great object 
of Egyptian adoration, not improbably in the 
performance of some ceremonial oblation, or 
making an offering to the native deity of the 
land. The leaders of the Israelites approached, 
and renewed their demand for freedom. It was 
rejected ; and at once the holy river, with all the 
waters of the land, were turned to blood. The 
fish, many of which were objects of divine wor- 
ship, perished. Still the priesthood were not yet 
baffled. The Egyptians having dug for fresh and 
pure water, in some of these artificial tanks or re- 
servoirs, the magicians contrived to effect a similar 
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change. As their holy abhorrence of blood would 
probably prevent them from discharging so impure 
a fluid into the new reservoirs, they might, with-t 
out great difficulty, produce the appearance by 
some secret and chemical means. The watefs of 
the Nile, it is well known, about their period of in- 
crease, usually assume a red tinge, either from the 
colour of the Ethiopian soil, which is washed 
down, or from a number of insects of that colour. 
Writers, who endeavour to account for these mira- 
cles by natural means, suppose that Moses took 
the opportunity of this periodical change to terrify 
the superstitious Egyptians. Yet, that Moses 
should place any reliance on, or the Egyptians feel 
the least apprehension at, an ordinary occurrence 
which took place every year, seems little less in- 
credible than the miracle itself. For seven days 
the god of the river was thus rebuked before the 
God of the straneer : instead of the soft and deli- 
cious water, spoken of by travellers as peculiarly 
grateful to the taste, the foetid stream ran with 
that of which the Egyptians had the greatest ab- 
horrence. To shed, or even to behold blood, was 
repugnant to all their feelings and prejudices. 
Still the king was inflexible, and from the sacred 
stream was derived the second plague. The whole 
land was suddenly covered with frogs. The houses, 
the chambers, even the places where they prepared 
their food, swarmed with these loathsome reptiles. 
It is undoubtedly possible that the corrupted 
waters might quicken the birth of these creatures, 
the spawn of which aboimded in aU the marshy 
and irrigated districts. Hence the priests would 
have no difficulty in bringing them forth in concrS- 
derable numbers. The sucmen cessation of this 
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mischief at the prayer of Moses is by far the most 
extraordinary part of this transaction) — in one day 
all the frogs, except those in the river, were de-i 
stroyed. So far the contest had been main- 
tained without manifest advantage on either side. 
But the next plague reduced the antagonists of 
Moses to a more difBcult predicament. With the 
priesthood the most scrupulous cleanliness was in- 
separable from their sanctity. These Bramins of 
Egypt, so fastidiously abhorrent of every kind of 
personal impurity that they shaved every part 
which might possibly harbour vermin, practised 
ablutions four times a-day, wore no garments but 
of the finest linen, because woollen might conceal 
either jBlth or insects, heard with the greatest 
horror, that the dirt had been changed into lice, 
and that this same vermin, thus called into exist- 
ence, was spreading over the whole country. After 
a vain attempt, notwithstanding their prejudices, 
to imitate their opponent, they withdrew for the 
present from the contest. But the pride of the 
king was not yet broken, and the plagues followed 
in rapid and dreadful succession. Swarms of flies, 
or rather musquitoes, in unusual numbers, covered 
the whole land: by the intercession of Moses they 
were dispersed. Next, all the cattle, of every de- 
scription, were smitten with a destructive murrain, 
all but diose of the Israelites, who were exempt 
from this as from the farmer calamity. This last 
blow might seem to strike not merely at the 
wealth, but at an important part of the relision of 
Egypt, their animal worship. The goat worshipped 
at Mendes, the ram at Thebes, the more general 
deity, the bull Apis, were perhaps involved in the 
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universal destruction. Still this is by no means 
certain, as the plague seems to have Hajlen only ob 
the animals which were in the open pastures; it is 
clear that the war-horses escaped. If this plague 
reached the deities, the next was aimed at the 
sacred persons of the priesthood, no less than at 
the meaner people. Moses took the ashes of the 
furnace, perhaps the brick-kihi m wUch the 
wretched slaves were labouring, cast them into 
the air, and where they fell the skin broke out in 
boils^ The magicians, in terror and bodily anguish, 
fled away. It is impossible to read the following 
passage from Plutarch without observing so re- 
markable a coincidence between the significant 
action of Moses and the £g3rptian rite, as to leave 
little doubt that some allusion was intended. *' In 
the city of Eihthuia," as Manetho relates, calling 
them Typhonian, (as sacrificed to Typhon) ** they 
burned men alive, and winnowing their ashes, 
scattered them in the air and dispersed them." 
The usual objects of these sacrifices were people 
with red hair, doubtless their old enemies the 
Shepherds. Had any of the IsraeUtes suffered in 
these horrid furnaces, it would add singular force 
and justice to the punishment inflicted on the 
priests and people. It would thus have been from 
the ashes of their own victims, that their skins were 
burning with unsufferable agony, and breaking out 
into loathsome disease. The next plague, though 
in most tropical climates it would have been an or- 
dinary occurrence, in Egypt was an event as un- 
usual as alarming. All ancient and modem writers 
agree that rain, though by no means unknown, falls 
but seldom in that country. It appears to be 


PLAOnXS OF EGYPT. 73 

rather less uncommon now than formerly. Accord- 
mg to Herodotus it rained once at Thebes, and the 
drcumstance excitedffeneral apprehension. *'There» 
at present/* says Bekoni, ** two or three days of 
moderate rain generally occur during the winter." 
But lower down, in the part of the valley where 
these events took place, it is still an uncommon, 
though not an unprecedented phenomenon. Has- 
selquist saw it rain at Alexandria and other parts 
of the Delta: Pocock saw even hail at Faiume. 
Ordinarily however the Nile, with its periodical 
overflow and constant exhalations, supplies the 
want of the cool and refreshing shower. Now, 
accordmg to the prediction of Moses, a tremen* 
dous tempest burst over the country. Thimder 
and hail, and fire mingled with the hail, "that 
ran upon the ground,*' rent the branches from 
the trees, and laid prostrate the whole harvest. 
From the cultivation of flax, Egypt possessed 
the great linen manufacture of the ancient world; 
on the barley- the common people depended 
£br their ususu drink, the rich soil of Egypt in 
general being unfit for the vine. Both these crops 
were totally destroyed. The rye and the wheat, 
being later, escaped. This tempest must therefore 
have taken place at the beginnmg of March. By 
this time the inflexible obstin'acy of the king began 
to fail ; on the deliverance of the country from 
this dreadful visitation, he engaged to release the 
bondsmen. At the word of Moses the storm 
ceased. Still, to deprive the whole land of so va- 
luable a body of slaves seemed too great a sacrifice 
to the policy, and too humiliating a concession to 
the pride of the monarch. To complete the deso- 
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lation of the country, the com lands were next laid 
waste by other means of destruction. The situa^ 
tion of Egypt usually secures the country from 
that worst enemy to the fertility of the Asiatic 
provinces, the locusts. As these insects fly in 
general from east to west, and cannot remain on 
the wing for any length of time, the width of the 
Red Sea presents a secure barrier to their inva« 
sions. Their dreadful ravage is scarcely exagge- 
rated by the strong images of the prophets, parti- 
cularly the subhme description in Joel. Where 
they alight, all vegetation at once disappears ; not 
a blade of grass, not a leaf escapes them ; the soil 
seems as if it were burnt up by fire; they obscure 
the sun as with a cloud; they cover sometimes a 
space of nine miles, and thus they march on in 
their regular files till ** the land which was as the 
garden of Eden before them^ behind them is a de^ 
solate wUdemess,** Siich was the next visitation 
which came to glean the few remaining signs of 
the accustomed abundance of Egypt, spared by th^ 
tempest. A strong and regular east wind brought 
the fatal cloud from the Arabian shore, or, accord- 
ing to the Septuagint translation, a south wind 
from the regions of Abyssinia. The court now 
began to murmur at the unbending spirit of the 
king ; on the intimation of this new calamity he 
had determined to come to terms. He offered to 
permit all the adults to depart, but insisted on re- 
taining the children, either as hostages for the re- 
turn of the parents, or in order to perpetuate a 
race of slaves for the future. Now he was for an in- 
stant inclined to yield this point; but when the 
west wind had driven these destroying ravagecs 
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into the sea, he recalled all his concessions, and 
continued stedfast in his fonner resolutions of re« 
sistance to the utmost. At length, therefore, their 
|reat divinity, the Sun, was to be )>ut to shame he-» 
fore the God of the slave and the stranger. For 
three whole days, as Moses stretched his hand to* 
wards heaven, a darkness, described with unexam- 
pled force as a darkness that might be felt, over- 
spread the land ; not merely was the sun unable to 
penetrate the gloom, and enlighten his favoured land, 
but they could distinguish nothing, and were con- 
strained to sit in awe-struck inactivity. The king 
would now gladly consent to the departure of- the 
whole race, children as well as grown-up men ; yet^ 
as all the latter plagues, the flies, the murrain, the 
hail, the locusts, the darkness had spared the land 
of Goshen, the cattle of that district, in the ex- 
hausted state of the country, was invaluable ; he 
demands that these should be surrendered as the 
price of freedom. " Our cattle also shall go with 
us, not a hoof shall be left behind," replies his in- 
exorable antagonist. Thus, then, the whole king- 
dom of Egypt had been laid waste by successive 
Calamities ; the cruelty of the oppressors had been 
dreadfully revenged; all classes had suffered in the 
uudiscriminating desolation. Their pride had 
been humbled ; their most sacred prejudices wound- 
ed; the Nile had been contaminated; their dwell- 
ings polluted by loathsome reptiles ; their cleanly 
persons defiled by vermin; their pure air had 
swarmed with troublesome insects; their cattle 
bad perished by a dreadful malady ; their bodies 
broken out with a filthy disease ; their early 
iuffvest had been destroyed by the hail« the latev 
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"bj the locusts ; an awful darkness had enveloped 
them for three days, but stiU the deliverance was 
to be extorted by a calamity more dreadful than 
all these. The jpsraelites wiU not depart poor and 
empty-handed ; they will receive some compensa- 
tion for their years of hard and cruel servitude ; 
they levy on, their awe-struck masters contribu- 
tions in gold, silver, and jewels. Some, especially 
later writers, have supposed that they exacted 
these gifts by main force, and with arms in their 
hands. Undoubtedly, though the Israelites appear 
to have offered no resis'tance to the Egyptian 
horsemen and chariots which pursued them in the 
desert, they fight with the Amalekites, and after- 
wards arrive, ah armed people, on the borders of 
Canaan. Josephus accounts for this, but not 
quite satisfactorily, by supposing that they got 
possession of the arms of the Egyptians, washed 
ashore aft^er their destruction in th^ Red Sea. But 
the general awe and confusion are sufficient to ex- 
plain the facility with which the Israelites collected 
these treasures. The slaves had become objects 
of superstitious terror ; to propitiate them with 
gifls was natural, and their leader authorized their 
reception of all presents which might thus be 
offered. The night drew on, the last night of ser- 
vitude to the people of Israel, a night of unprece- 
dented horror to the ancient kingdom of Egypt. 
The Hebrews were employed Jn celebrating that 
remarkable rite, which they have observed for 
ages down to the present day. The Passover, the 
memorial that God passed over them when he de- 
stroyed the first-bom of all Egypt, has been kept 
under this significant name, aiMi still is kept as the 
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iodemorial of their deliverance from Egypt by every 
£uthfiil descendant of Abraham. Each family was 
to sacrifice a lamb without blemish, to anoint their 
door-posts and the lintels of their houses with its 
blood, and to feast upon the remainder. The sacri- 
fice was over, the feast concluded, when that dread* 
fill event took place, which it would be presump- 
tuous profanation to relate excepf in the words of 
the Hebrew annalist. ** And it came to pass^ that 
at midnight the Lord smote all the first-hom t» 
the land of Egypt, from the first-bom of Pharoah 
that sat on the throne, unto the Jirst-hom of the 
captvoe that was in the dungeony and all the first' 
bwn of the cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the 
nighty he and all his servants, and aU the Egyptians ; 
and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was 
not a house where there was not one dead.** The 
horrors of this night may be better conceived, when 
we call to mind tibat the Egyptians were noted for 
the wild and firantic waitings with which they 
lamented their dead. Screaming women rush 
about with disheveUed hair, troops of people as- 
semble in tumultuous commiseration around the 
house, where a single corpse is laid out — and now 
every house and every family had its victim. He- 
brew tradition has increased the horror of the cala- 
mi^, asserting that the temples were shaken, the 
idols overthrown, the sacred animals, chosen -as 
the first-bom, involved in the universal destruction. 
While every household of Egypt was occupied in 
its share of the general calamity, the people of 
Israel, probably drawn together during the sus- 
pension of all labour, caused by the former cala- 
mities, or assembled in Goshen to celebrate the 
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new national festival already org$nized by a sort 
of discipline among the separate tribes ; with all 
their flocks and herds, widi sufficient provisions 
for an immediate supply, and with the booty they 
had extorted from their masters, stood prepared 
as one man for the signal of departure. During 
the night the permission, or rather intreaty, that 
they would instantly evacuate the country arrived, 
yet no one stirred before the morning, perhaps ap*- 
prehensive lest the slaughter should be attributed 
to them, or in religious fear of encountering the 
angel of destruction. The Egyptians became only 
anxious to accelerate their departure, and thus the 
Hebrew people set forth to seek a land of freedom, 
bearing with them the bones of their great an- 
cestor Joseph. Their numbers, not reckoning 
the strangers who followed them, most of whom 
probably fell off during the march, amounted to 
600,000 adults, which, according to the usual cal* 
culations, would give the total sum of the people 
at 2,500,000 or 3,000,000.* From the point of re- 
union, at which the several bodies had collected, 
Ramesea, probably another name fi>r Goshen, the 
borders of Canaan might have been reached, even 
by so great a multitude, in a few weeks. Two 
routes led to Canaan; one northward, near the 
sea^ but this was .opcupied by the Philistines, a 
very warlike people, with whom the Israelites 
were not yet sufficiently disciplined to contest their 
passage. The other passed immediately round the 
head of the western branch of the Red Sea, coming 
upon part of the modern track of the caravans 

* The question of the numljers will be discassed in a futuie 
note. 
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h&m Cairo to Suez. Their first mAirch was to 
Saccoth, originally a place of tents, and which pro- 
bably afterwards grew up into a village. Josephus 
considers it the same with Latopolis. From Sue* 
coth they advanced to Etham, by some supposed 
to be a castle or small town at the extreme. point 
of the Red Sea, by Jablonski derived with great 
probability from an Egyptian word signifying the 
termination of the sea. Here they were on the 
borders of the desert; should they once advance to 
any distance in that sandy and barren region they 
w^e safe from pursuit ; the chariots of Egypt, or 
even the horsemen, would scarcely follow them 
fiir on a track only suited for the camel, and 
where the want of water, the fountains being 
abeady consumed by the flying enemy, would 
effectually delay the advance of a lar^e army. On 
a sudden the march of the Israelites is altered; in- 
stead of pressing rapidly onwards, keeping the sea 
on their right hand, and so heading the gulph, they 
strike to the south, with the sea on their left, and 
deliberately encamp at no great distance from the 
shore, at a place called Pi-faahiroth, explained by 
some the mouth or opening into the mountains. 
This, however^ as well as much mcure learned ety- 
mology, by which the site of Migdol and Baalate- 
phon, as well as Pi-hahiroth, has been fixed, must 
be considered very uncertain. The king, reco- 
vered from bis panic, and receiving inteUigence 
that the Israelites 'had no thoughts of return, de*- 
termiaed on pursuit : intelligenee of this false 
movement, or at least of this unnecessary delay an 
the part of the Israelites, encouraged bis hopes of 
vengeance. The great caate of we warriors, the 
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second in dignity, were regularly quartered in Wf*- 
tain cities on the different frontiers of the kingdotti, 
flo that a considerable force could be nrastered 6ti 
any emergency. With great rapidity he drew 
together 600 war-chariots, and a multitude of others, 
with their full equipment of officers. In the utmost 
dismay the Israelites beheld the plain behind them 
glittering with the hostile array; before them lay 
the sea, on the right impracticable passes. Re- 
sistance does not seem to have, entered theit 
thoughts ; they were utterly ignorant of nulitftry 
discipline, perhaps unarmed, and encumbered widk 
their families and their flocks and herds. Beemue 
there were no gntves in Egypty they exclaimed, 'in 
the Inttemess of their despair, hast thou taken m 
away to die in the wilderness ? Their leader alone 
preserved his calmness and self-possession> and an 
unexpected incident gave temporary relief to their 
apprehensions. A remarkable piUar, of cloud by 
day and fire by night, had preceded their march ; 
it now suddenly shifbi its position, and stations 
itself in the rear, so as to conceal their movements 
from the enemy, showing the dark side to them, 
while ihe bright one gave light to the Hebrew 
camp. But this could not avail them long; they 
could hear, at still diminishing distance, the noise 
of the advancing, chariots, and the cries of Ten- 
•ffeance from the infuriated Egyptians. On a sud« 
den Moses advances towards the sea, extends fais 
-rod^ and a violent wind from the east begins to 
blow. The waters recede on both sides, a w*y 
appears ; at nightfall, probably about eight o'clodc, 
the caravan b^ins to defile along this awfhl pass. 
>The wind continued in the same quarter all the 
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ni^^t; but immediately they had passed over, 
and while the- Egyptians, madly planging after 
Ihem, weze in the middle of the passage, the wind 
as suddenly fell, the waters rushed back into their 
bed, the heavy chariot- wheels of the pursuers sank 
into the sand, broke and oyerthrew the chariots, 
and in this state of conftision the sea swept over 
the whole host, and overwhelmed the kmg and 
all the flower of the Egvptian army. Such is 
the narrative of Moses, which writers of all ages 
have examined, and, according to the bias of their 
minds, have acknowledged or denied the mira- 
culous agency, increased or diminished its extent. 
At an early period, historians (particularly in 
Egypt) hosole to the Jews, asserted that Moses, 
well acquainted with the tides of the Red Sea, took 
advantage of the ebb, and passed over his army, 
while the incautious Egyptians, atten^ting to follow, 
were surprised by the flood and perished. Yet, after 
every concession, it seems quite evident that, with- 
out one particular wind, the ebb tide, even in the 
narrowest part of the channel, could not be kept 
back long enough to allow a number of people to 
cross in safety. We have then the alternative of 
supposing, that a man of the consummate prudence 
and sagacity, and the local *knowledge, attributed 
to Moses, altered, suspended, or at least did not 
hasten his march, and thus deliberately involved 
the people, whom he had rescued at so much pains 
and risk, in the danger of being overtaken by the 
enemy, led back as. slaves, or massacred, on the 
chance that an unusually strong wind would blow 
at a particular hour, for a given time, so as to keep 
back the flood, then die away and allow the tide 
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to return at the precue imtant «dien ihe 
were in the midcfie of their passage. 

Different (pinions, as to the plaoe where the 
passage was effected, have Hkewise heen suj^rted 
with ingenuity and research. The ^one carries the 
Israelites nearly seventy miles down the western 
shore of the sea, to Bedea, where it is said that an 
iokt, now dry, ran up a defile in the mountains; 
that in this defile, the opening of which was the 
Pihahiroth of Moses, and wldch ended in this inlet 
of the sea called, accor^ng to the. advocates of 
this hypothesis, Clusma, the Israelites were caught 
as in what is commonly called a cul-de-sac. Here, 
however, the sea is nearly twelve miles broad, 
and the time is insufficient to allow so great a 
multitude to pass over, particukdy if they did 
not, as some Jewish writers su^iose, send their 
families and cattle round the heaid of the gul£ 
The other hypodiesis rests chiefly on the authority 
of the Danish traveller Niehuhr, who had investi« 
gated the question on the spot. He supposes that 
the passage was effected near the modem Suez, 
which occupies the site of an old castle, called 
by the Arabians al Kolsum, a name apparently 
derived from the Greek Klusma. Here Niebuhr 
himself forded the sea, which is about two miles 
across, but he asserts confidently that the channel 
must form^ly have been much dewier, and that 
the gulf extended much &rther to the north, 
than at present. The intelligent Burckhardt 
adopts the views of Niebuhr. Hcare, besides that 
the sea is so much narrower, the bottom is flat 
and sandy ; lower down it is full of sharp coral 
rocks, and sea weed in such large quantities, that 
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tie whole ffulf is called by « nmne, Al Souf, 
wbidi sigmnes (te weedy sea. Still, wherever the 
passage wae effected^ die Mosaic account can 
scarcdy be made ocmsiatent with d)ie exclusion of 
preternatural agency. Not to urge the literal 
meanhrg of the waters being a wall on the right 
hand Mid on the left, as if diey had stood up sheer 
and abrupt, and then fallen back again; the Israel- 
ites passed thsough tbe sea inth deep water on 
both sides; and any ford between two bodies of 
water must have been passable only for a few peo- 
ple at one precise point of time. AD comparisons, 
therefore, to marches like that of Alexanaer, cited 
by Josepfaus idly, and in his worst spirit of com-* 
promise, are entirely inapplicable. That bold ge- 
neral took the opportnmty of the receding tide to 
oonduet his army round a blnff headlaad in Pam- 
phylta, called Climax, where, during high; water, 
diere was no beach between the m& and the 
sea. I^it what would diis or any other equally 
dating measures in the history of war, be to the 

rralahsp of Moses, who must thus ha\ne deeoyed 
enemy to pursue him to the banks of the 
sea, and so nicely calculated the time, that the 
West ebb shotdd be exactly at the hour of his 
greatest danger, while the whole of the pursuing 
army should' be so infatuated, and so ignorant of 
the tides, as to follow them without any apprehen- 
aon of the returning ftood? In this case Moses 
would appear as formidable a rival to the military 
finne of Alexander, as ta die legislative wisdom of 
Sdon or Lycurgus* 

This great event was not only preserved in 
the annsds of the Jewish people, it was likewise, 
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as might be expected, the great' subject of' their 
national poetry. But none of their later bards 
surpassed, or perhaps equalled, the hymn whk^ 
Moses, their bard as well as their leader and 
lawgiver, composed on . the instant of their dftN 
liverance, and which was solenmly chauntedto 
the music of the timbrel. What is the RoHum 
arch of triumph, or the pillar crowded with scul^ 
ture, compared, as a memorial, to the Hebrew 
song of victory, which, having survived so many 
ages, is still fresh. and vivid as ever ; and excites 
the same emotions of awe and piety in every huiqan 
breast susceptible of such feelings, which it did so 
many ages past in those of the triumphant chiidreii 
of Israel. 

' Local traditions have retained the remen^branee 
of the same memorable catastrophe, if not wit& 
equal accuracy, with equal fidelity. The super- 
stitious Arabs still call fountains or wells by the 
names of Moses and Pharaoh. The whole coast 
is looked on with awe. Wherever, says Niebnhr, 
you ask an Arab where the Egyptians were drown-^ 
ed, he points to the part of the shore where you 
are standing. There is one bay, however, where 
in the roaring of the waters they pretend to hear 
the cries and wailings of the ghosts of Pharaoh's 
army. If these were mere modem notions, they 
would be of little value ; but Diodorus Siculus 
states as a tradition derived by the Icthyoplmgi> 
(the people who live on fish,) from their remote 
forefathers, that once an extraordinary reflux took 
place, the channel of the gulf became dry, the 
green bottom appearing, and the whole body of 
water rolling away in an opposite direction. Afb» 
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the dry land in the deepest part had heen seen; 
an extraordinary flood tide came in, and restored 
tike whole channel to its. former state. 
* The history of the Jewish Exodus, or deliver- 
ance from Egypt under the direction of Moses, 
was undouhtedly preserved in the Egyptian re- 
cords; and from thence was derived the strange 
and disfigured story which we read in Diodorus; 
Straho, «lu8tin, and Tacitus. Unfortunately, the 
and^it enmity betwe^i the Egyptian and Hebrew 
people was kept alive by the civil, rehgious, and 
literary dissensions and jealousies under the reign 
of the Ptolemies in Alexandria. Josephus, in his 
treatise against Apion, has extracted the contra- 
dictory accounts of his ancestors, from three' 
Egyptian historians, Manetho, Chseremon, and 
Lynmachus. In each of these there is the same 
attempt to identify or connect the Jews with the 
earlier shepherd kings, the objects of peculiar 
detestation to the Egyptian people. So much is 
their history interwoven, that some learned writers, 
probably Jose^us himself, considered the whole 
account of the fierce and conquering shepherds a 
£lble, built on the history of the Israelites. He 
ytates, though in somewhat ambiguous terms, 
that in another copy of Manetho the word Hyk- 
8OS9 usuaUy translated shepherd-kings, was also 
rendered shepherd-captives. Yet the Egyptian 
monuments seem conclusively to prove the exist- 
ence of this distinct and savage race of conquerors. 
In other points the Egyptian accounts are equally 
contradictory, they confound or associate together 
at <Hie time Osarsiph ^Joseph) and Moses. All 
agree in describing the Jews as a people of lepers, 
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a disease to whichy notmdislaa^Knff flie isdigiia- 
tion of Josephus, they were m all Tikdiboed yery 
subject. The wise precautia&s of the Lawgiver 
against the malady prove its previdenee. Quaran- 
tine laws are only striedy enforced whene thare is 
great danger of die plague. 

There are other points of Jewish history wheore 
their ignorance or misrei^esentation is unques- 
tionable. They ascribe to Moses, or even to the 
earlier sb^herds, the foundation of Jerusalem and 
its temple. The testimony of the Jews, unsuspi* 
eious at least on this point, shows that they were 
not in possession of Jerusalem till the reign of 
David, and that down to that period it was nodUmg 
»ere than a hill-'fort, inhabited by the Canaa&ites. 
In short, the whole history betrays the coAtrover- 
siaiist of a much later period, working on malserials 
so obsei»re and imperfect, as easily to be disfigured 
and distorted by national animonty. Still these 
traditions are not mthout their value; they oonfirm 
the pkua leadkig facts of the Mosaic narrative, the 
residenoe of the Hebrews in Egypt, their depar- 
ture under the guidanee of Moaes, and the conoec"! 
tion of that departure with some signal calaimty, 
at least for a time, fatal to ^ power 
to the pride of Egypt. 
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BOOK III. 

THE DESB&T. 

The Marek^Mount Smm^Deliveryef the Lm-^TIu Tabernacle, 

^TheLaw. 


( «9 ) 


Thus free and triumphant the whole people of 
Israel set forth upon their pilgrimage towards the 
promised land, a land described in Sie most glow-i 
ing. language, as flowing with milk and ^oney. 
But at present an arid and thirsty desert lay 
before them, long levels of sand or uneven stony 
ground broken by barren ridges of rugged moun» 
tarns, with here and there a green spot where a few 
palm-trees overshadowed a spring of running water. 
Extraordinary as it may seem, we can almost 
trace their march, at least in its earlier stations; 
for, while the face of cultivated countries and the 
mamiers of civilized nations are in a perpetual state 
of change, the desert and its inhabitants are alike 
unalterable. The same wild clans pitch their tents 
in the same vallies, where waters which neither fail 
nor increase give nourishment to about the same ex- 
tent of vegetation. After three days march through 
the wilderness of Shur, the Israelites reached the 
Well of Marah, but here a grievous disappointment 
awaited them. As they rushed to slake their burn- 
ing lips in the stream, they found it, unlike the soft 
and genial waters of die Nile, so bitter that it could 
not be. drank. From Ajoun Mousa, (the weUs of 
Moses,) near that part of the sea where Niebuhr 
supposes that the passaffe was made, the observant 
and accurate Burckhardt travelled in 15 hours and 
a quarter (a good three days march for a whole 
P^ple like the Israelites) to a well called Howara, 
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*< the water of which is so bitter, that men cannot 
drink it: and even camels, if not very thirs^, refuse 
to taste it/' The spring was sweetened by the 
branch of a tree, which Moses cast into it, whether 
from the natural virtue of the plant seems uncertain. 
A plant with this property is indicated in the papers 
of Forskal, who traveltedwith Niebuhr as botanist, 
and is said to be known in the East Indies. Burck- 
hardt Suggests the berry of t)te Gfaarkad, a shrub 
which grows in the neighbourhood. From hence 
the caravan passed on to Elim, which aH travellers 
place in the valley of Girondel or Gharondel. 
Here they rested under the shade of seventy palm 
trees, wiA twelve springs of water babbling up 
around them. Nine out of the twelve wdls still 
remain, and the palm trees have spread out into 
a beautiful grove. The natives pointed out to 
Shaw a spot called Hummun Mousa, where the 
household of Moses are said to have pitched their 
tents. In this delightful resting-place, the nation 
reposed for a month; and then set forth again, not 
in the direction of Palestine, but towards that 
tnysterious mountain, where the Ahnighty had first 
made himself known to Moses. Their route lay 
at no great distance from the sea, several of the 
valleys, which it crossed, led down to the shore, at 
the end of one of these, probably that called by 
Burckhardt the Wady Taybe, they halted on the 
beach. From thence they struck into the wilder- 
ness, but by this tim^ their provisions totally failed, 
and the dreadful prospect of perishing by famine 
in this barren and thirsty desert, arose bemre their 
eyes. Of all human miseries both in apprehension 
and reality, to die slowly of hunger, and to see 
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0llieHi^ to idiani w^ eacn Mitd no asmtanee, die 
arauiMl VB, is undcmbtediy the worst. The I«- 
nefites hegan to look back to Egypt, wliere, if 
they vufiered toii and <^pre8sion^ at least tliey 
mtwer -wanted food. All was Ibrgotleti, the mira- 
des vfiwiigkt in their &Toar, the promises of 
divine protection, the authority of uieir leader. 
Ifnnmnrs of disccmtent spread through the camp, 
ttB «t length tiie whole body hidke out into open 
laBanstraftces. Without hesitation, Mose^ pro* 
nnsedan ifluaediate and plentiful supply, in the 
^ring of the year, quails, migratory birds, pass 
in' lane iocks o^er the Arabian peninsula ; they at« 
Tefy heavy ob the wing, and their line of flight 
depends mndi on the direction of the wind. A 
dmid of these birds was suddenly wafted over die 
emp of the Inaelites, and fell around them in 
kanense niti»l>en. Nor was this all, in the morn- 
ing, exactly as Moses had foretold, the ground 
ma covered with nmnna. This is now clearly as- 
eertaiaed by Seetsen and Burckhardt, to be a na« 
ttnal production; it dktfls from die thorns of the 
tamansk, in the month of June. It is still ooi- 
lected by the Arabs before sunrise, when it is 
ooagalated, but it dissolves as soon as the sun 
shines upon it. ** Its taste is agreeable, some- 
niiat aromatic and as sweet as honey. It may be 
kept for a year, and is only fonnd after a wet sea- 
son." It is still calkd by the Bedouins ** mann.** 
Tkit quantity now collected, for it is only found 
in a few vallies, is very small; the preternatural 
part therefbre of the Mosaic narradve consists in 
die immense and condnnal supply, and the circum- 
under which it was gathered, particularly 
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itlB bdng peserredfirm and sweet only forifta 
Sabbath-day. The regulation, that enough, -and 
only enough for the consumptiim of the day» 
should be collected at a time, seems a prudent pFO* 
caution, lest the more covetous or active .should 
secure an unfair proportion, and leave the rest lb 
starve. V 

Afler two other resting places, at Dophkah and 
Alushj the Israelites arrived at the foot of tlmt 
awful mountain already sanctified by the preseKoo 
of their Almighty Creator. But a new calamity^ 
not less insupportable than famine, the want of 
water, called forth new discontents and murmurs** 
Moses struck the rock,, and waiter flowed fbrth^ 
die place was called Massah and Meribah, from the 
discontents of the people. Here' likewise theie 
fortitude, as well as their faith and patience, was 
put to the trial. The camp was suddenly suiw 
rounded by one of the wild maraucUng clans, tiia 
Amalekites, or, according to Josephus, by a ceiH» 
federacy of all die sheiks of the desert, detennine<A 
to exterminate these invaders of their territoory*; 
Moses delegates the military omunand to Jorimsy 
who afterwards conducted their armies to tfae.eon*^. 

3uest of Canaan. He himself, with his brotbee 
laron and Hur, takes his stadon on an eminenoe? 
there, in the sight of the whole army, he raises hia 
hands in earnest supplicadon to heaven. Tbo 
Israelites, encouraged by their trust in Divine pro* 
tection, fight manfully. Still the attack is-Bevoep 
long, and obstinate. The strength of Moses fail% 
and the Israelites behold with uarm and trepida- 
don his arms hanging languidly down> and thain 
courage too begins to give way. His compaoioiiai 
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oteenring iMs^ [^ce him on a stone, and support 
liiB hands on each side. The valour of the people 
r^ves, and they gain a complete victory. This 
wanton and unprovoked aggression gave rise to a 
perpetual hereditary feud between the tribes ; the 
Anudekites were devoted to eternal and implacable 
hostility. 

- The fame of these successes reached the pas* 
feral chiefhun, whose daughter Moses had mar- 
ried. Jethro joins the camp with Zipporah the 
wifey and Grershom and Eliezer the sons of 
Moses;^ He is received with great respect, and by 
hss prudent advice the Jewish leader proceeds to 
organize the body of his people under more re- 
gular and effective discipline. Hitherto the whole 
harden of the religious and civil affairs had rested 
en himself: he had been the sole leader, sole 
judge,' and sole interpreter of the Divine Will; 
He withdraws into the more remote and sacred 
diaraeter, leaving the common and daily affairs to 
he administered by officers, appointed in regular 
subordination over the subdivisions of the whole 
peofde, into tens, fifties, hundreds, and thousands. 
These, arrangements completed, the Israelites wind 
along the defiles of this elevated region, till at 
length they come to the foot of the loftiest peak 
in the whole ridge, that of Sinai. Here, after the 
most solemn preparations, and under the most'ter- 
nfie circumstances, the great lawgiver of the Jews 
delivered that singular constitution to his people, 
which presupposied their possession of a rich and 
fertile territory in which as yet they had not occu- 
pied an* acre, but had hitherto been wandering in 
an opposite direction, and not even approached its 
borders. The lows of a settled and civilized com- 
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nuinity were eoBtctei among a vanderiag mtui 
homeless horde who w^re travemiag the wilder*- 
^ess, and more likely^ under their existing eireamr 
stances, to sink helow the pastoral life of their 
fore£ithers, than advance to the rank of an indM»- 
triouft agricultural copunuaity. Yet, at this time, 
the law must have heen enacted. Who hut Moses 
ever possessed s^ek authority as to enlbroe snb- 
misaion to statates so severe and uncompromising? 
yet, as Moses mcontestibly died before the 0Qn>- 
q^est of Canaan^ his legislattire must have taken 

gate m the desert. To what other period can the 
ebrew constitution be aas^ned ? To that of the 
judges? a time of anarchy, warfare, or servitude I 
To that of the kings? when the repuUic had under- 
gone a total change! To any time after Jerur 
salem became the metropolis? when the holy 
city» the pride and glory d the nation, is not even 
alluded to in the whole law ! After the building 
of the temple ? when it is equally silent as to any 
settled or durable edifice! After the separatiMi 
of the kingdoms? >rhen the close bond of brother* 
hood had given place to implacable hostility ! l^ 
der Hilkiah? under Eara? when a great numbm of 
the statutes had become a dead Letter ! The law 
depended on a. strict and equitable partition of &e 
land. At a later period it could not have been pwt 
into j^ractioe without the forcible resumption of 
every individual property by the state ; the difib- 
culty, or rather impossihility^of stieh a measure, may 
be estimated by any reader who is not entirely unac- 
quainted with the history of the ancient republics. 
In other respects the law Ifreathes the ur of the 
desert. Enactments intended for a people willi 
settled habitations, and dwdling in walled citiss. 
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are imngled np with ten^rary rejraiatioM, only 
suited to the Bedouin encampment of a nomad tribe* 
There can be no dcMibt that the atatute book of 
Moses, with all his particiikr enactments, still existSt 
and that itirecites them in the same order, if it may 
be called order, in which they were promidgatsd. 

First, howeTer, must be related the circum- 
staaces under which the Hebrew constitution 
m^m enacted. The Israelites had been aoeus* 
tcnned only to the level of the great Egyptian 
▼afiey, or to the gentle slopes which skirted the 
pastures of Go^n; they had been traveUing 
over the flat sands or moderate inequalities of the 
desert; the entrance into a wild and rugged moufr- 
tainous region, the peaks of which were lost in 
the clouds, must in itself have excited awful and 
appalling emotions. How mudli more so, when 
these high and frowning precipices had been 
haunted by the presence of ^eir God! Their 
leader departs alone to the unseen, and apparent 
inaccessime, summit of the mountain. He returns 
besoing a message from their God, which, while it 
asserts his universal ^Mninion over the earth, pro- 
claims his selection of the Israelites from all th* 
nations, as his peculiar people; they were to be to 
the rest of mankind what the great caste of the 
Egyptian priesthood was to the other classes of 
that community. The most solemn purifications 
are enjoined, a line is drawn and fenced at the foot 
of the mountain, which, on pain of death, they are 
not to transgress. It is announced, that on the third 
day the presence of the Almighty will disj^y itself. 
On the third day the* whole pe<^le are assembled 
in trembling expectation ; the summit of the moun- 
tam appears clothed in the thickest darkness, tre- 
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meodous thunders and lightaiaigB,- phemnneita riUfiv 
to the shepherds of Goshen, whose pastures had 
ei^caped the preternatural tempest in Egjpt, fount 
forth, and tne terrors are heightened by a wild 
sound, like that of a trumpet, mingling with, and 
prolonging, the terrific din of the tempest. The 
mountain seems to have shown every appearanee 
of a volcanic erupticm ; blazing fires,* hiure columAS 
of. smoke, convulsions of the eaith. . Yet a most 
philosophical observer has decided, fi'om the geo^ 
logical formation of the mountain, that it has neVer 
been subject to' the agency of internal fire. The 
dauntless leader takes his stand in the midaC of 
this confusion of the el^nents; the trumpet peids 
still louder, and is answered by a voice distinct sakA 
audible, but from whence it proceeded no man knew. 
It summons Moses to the top of the mountam ; he 
returns, and still more earnestly enjoins the people 
nojt to break through the prescribed limits, ba* 
mediately on his descent, the mysterious vdiee 
utters those tai precepts, usually called the Deca- 
Ipgue, a summary, or ratner the first principleB-of 
the whole law. The precautions of Moses to re- 
strain the curiosity or presumption of the peopie 
were scarcely necessary. Their fears are too highiv 
excited; instead of approaching the sacred summic 
of the mountain, they retire in terror firom thi( 
place where they were assembled, and entreat that 
from henceforth they may receive the will of Ood$ 
not direcdy, but through Moses, their acknow* 
ledged representative. Moses again entera into 
the darkness, and returns with another portion of 
the law. The assent of the people to these leadii^ 
principles of their constitution is then deniande^ 
religious rites are performed, twelve altars raised. 
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i^ae Ibtx e«ch tribe; sAcrifioe i« oflfered, the kw read,: 
ai|d the covenant between 6od» the law-giyer» and 
th0 whole people, solemnly ratified by sprinkUng 
them with we blood of the sacrifice* Moses again 
ascends the mountain, accompanied this time by 
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, who were selected for 
the p^estly office, and. by seventy elders of Israel, 
Afl these remained at a respectful distance; yet, it 
is said, they saw the God of Israel; it should seem, 
the symbohe fire which indicated his presence, be- 
neath which was what appeared like a pavement of 
lapis-lazuli, or sapphire, or the deep blue of the 
clearest and most cloudless heaven. Delegating the 
ijbsuge of the people to the elders, to Aaron, and 
Hur, Moses <mce more ascended into the cloud, 
whio^ was now at times illuminated with the glory 
of the Lord, Uke « devouring Jire. For forty days 
he remained on the mountain, neither appearing 
nor holding any communication with the people.. 
Day afler day they expected his return : the gloom 
and sOenco of the mountain remained unbroken. 
Had he perished ? Had he abandoned the people ? 
Aaron lumself is in the same total ignorance as to 
the designs dnd the fiUe of his brother. Whither 
shall they wander in the trackless desert ? Who. 
shall guide them? Their leader and their God 
teem equally to have deserted them. Still utterly 
iu( a loss to comprehend the sublime notions of the 
Cieity^ which their leader would inculcate, they 
sink back to the superstitions of the country which 
Ihey had left.- They imperiously demand, and 
Aaron cQnsents to east an image of gold, similai: 
to the symbolic representation of the great god of 
the Egyptians, under the form of an ox or cal^ 
vol.* I* H 
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and they begin to celebrate this new deity with;^) 
the noise, tumult, and merriment of an Egyplia^ 
fes^val. When their leader descends he sees the 
whole people dancing in their frantic adoraticNi 
around the idol. In the first access of indignation 
he casts down and breaks the stone tablets, oti 
which the law was inscribed. He seizes the imagei 
which was most likely of small dimensions, though 
raised on a lofty pole, commands it to be ground of 
dissolved to powder, throws it into the neighbofir^ 
ing fountain, and forces the people to drink the waier 
impregnated with its dust. A more signal punish- 
ment awaits this heinous breach of the covenant. 
The tribe of Levi espouse the cause of €rod« fall 
lipon the people, slay the offenders, without r^ard 
to kindred or relationship, till 3,000 men lie dead 
upon the field. The nati<mal crime thus dread^ 
fully atoned, the intercourse between the law-giv€sr 
and the Deity is renewed.* Yet the offended God 
still threatens to withdraw his own visible pre-i^ 
sence, during their approaching invasiim of Canasui^ 
that presence which he had before promised should 
attend on their armies, and discomfit their enemiiBs; 
he disclaims them as his people, and gives thetn 
over to the tutelar protection of hit onseL 

Already, before the construction of the gre^t 
tabernacle, there had been a tent set apart for 
public purposes; where the councils of the leadei» 
had been held,' and, most probably, sacrifices pei^ 
formed. This tent Moses removed beyond thi& 
poButed precincts of the camp: no sooner had 
this been done, than the Deity appeared suddenly 

* Josepbus, jealous of the national cbaracter« omit9 tha:^ 
whole scene. 
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to return; ^e people, standing before their tents, 
bebdid tbe doud of ^ory taking up its station at 
iiie door of the tabernacle into which Mosesf'had 
entered. They bowed down at once in awe-struck 
adoealion, whue their God and their leader held 
dieir ssecret council within the tent. Within the 
m^ a scene took place which it is best to relate 
In ^e language of the sacred writer. Moses,' 
taTihg obtained the promise of divine protection 
Ibr the people, addresses the Ahnighty visitant — 
I'heteech thee slum me thy glory ^ that is, make me 
acquainted with the essence of the divine nature. 
AnA.' God said, / wUl make all my goodness pass 
htfijre theCf and I mil proclaim the name of the 
hord before thee* And he saidy Thou canst not see 

Sfface : for there shall no man see me, and live, 
ortal man cannot comprehend the divine nature; 
but afkr off, and overshadowed by my protection, 
dioti shalt be favoured with some rarther revelation 
^ihe great Creator. On the re-ascent of Moses 
to l^e mountain with two new tablets of stone, 
this promise is thus fulfilled, — The Lord passed hy 
Imffure himy and proclaimedy — the Lordy the Lord 
0ody mercifiil and graciousy long-suffering and abun- 
dant in goodness and truthy keeping mercy for thou- 
sandtf forgiving iniquity and transgression and siny 
mud that will hif no means clear (the guilty )y visiting 
Cfttf iniquity of the fathers upon tM chUdreny and 
mpon the children*s children unto the third and to the 
fourth generation* Such were the notions of the 
t>lvinity, taught to a barbarous nation in that 
ceniote period of the world ! Forty days longer 
tbe law-giver remained in secret conference with 
God upon the mountain. On his descent with th^ 

h2 
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new tabled of stone, the awestruck people behcM 
His countenance so radiant and dazzling that hlft 
was^ obliged to cover it with a veil ; but it is H0t 
quite clear, wheth^ or not aif^er that period, like 
several of the oriental conquerors; he war con-- 
stantly shrouded with this veil, excepting only 
when he went into the tab^nacle to conmuniootiii 
with God. ' 

These pure and abstract notions of the Diviniiy 
were beyond the age and the people of Moses. N« 
religious impressions would be lasting which wer6 
not addressed to the senses. With this view k 
conunenced the sacred tabernacle or pavilion^tesft^ 
pie, which hereafter is to occupy the central plate 
of honour, that usually assigned to the king <nr^ 
chieftain of a nomadic horde. The whole nation 
is called upon to contribute to its construction and 
ornament. The riches which they brought friM 
Egypt, and the arts which some of them had 
learnt, now come into request. From all quarters 
offerings pour in ; brass, silver, gold, jewels, fimft 
linen, embroidered stuJBPs of all colours, valuable 
skins, spices, oils, and incense, in such profusion 
that they cannot all be brought into use. The 
high district immediately around Sinai, extending 
al^ut thirty miles in diameter, is by no meana 
barren, the vegetation is richer than in other parts 
of the desert, streams of water flow in the vaUeys^ 
date and other trees abound, and groves, chimjr' 
of the black acacia (the shittim). These latter 
were speedily felled, all the artificers set to woiir, 
the women were employed in weaving and spin- 
ning, and the whole camp assumed a busiy appear- 
ance. The construction of the Tabeniacle was 
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L to tbe BupeiintntdaDoe of ti«o akiUiil 
woritmen, Beialeel and Aholiab. The area, or 
vpea apBoe in which the tabetn&cle atood, was an 
^long square, 150 feet long. by 75 wide. The 
eneloBure . waa made bv twenty brasen pillars on 
diB ncwth and south sides, ten to the west, and six 
fo.tbe east, where the gate of entrance stood. The 
capitals of these pillars were of silver ; the hooka 
wi. the rods, from which the curtains hung, of 
i^er. The curtains were of fine lioea or cotton, 
woven in a kind of net- work; the curtain before 
ibe entrance was of richer materials and more bril- 
liant coloms, blue, purple, and scarlet, supported 
tty four pillars, which do not seem to have been 
<Ufferent&omlhe other six that formed the eastern 
hne of the. court. Within the court before the 
tabernacle stood a' great laver of brass, for the 
purpose of ablution, ^d the altar of burat-oSer- 
jagB, measuring seven feet and a half each wav, 
four feet and a half high. The altar was overlaid 
with braes, and had a grate of brass in the centre. 
It stood immediately before the gate of the taber- 
nacle. 
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The tabernacle itself was forty-fire Ibet Idnflp 
fifleen wide, and fifteen hirti. It was made frin 
planks of shitdm wood, skiliully fitted and heM 
together by poles, which ran the whole lengtb 
through golden rings. The planks were overiaid 
with gold. To defend it from the weather it was 
hung without with curtains of a kind of catvnu^ 
made of goat's hair, and over the whole was throwii 
an awning of ekiDB. 


E TABERNACLE. 
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The interior of the tabernacle was hung with 
onrtains of the finest linen and the richest colours, 
embroidered with the mysterious figures called 
cherubim. The tabernacle was divided into two 
unyequal parts : the first, or holy place, thirty feet 
kmg; in this stood the golden candlestick, the 
golden altar of incense, the table of show bread. 
The second, or Holy of Holies, fifleen feet in 
length, was parted off by a veil of the same costly 
materials and splendid colours with the rest of 
the hangings, and suspended by hooks of gold 
firom four wooden pillars likewise overlaid with 
gold. 

A solemn gloom, unless when the veil was par* 
tially lifted, prevailed in the Holy of Holies ; in 
the holy place the altar was constantly fed with 
costly incense, and the splendid chandelier with 
seven branches, wrought with knosps and flowers, 
illuminated the chamber, into which the daylight 
never entered. 

Within this dacred precinct, which was only en- 
tered by the High Priest, stood nothing but the Ark 
or cofier of wood, plated all over with gold, and 
surmounted by two of those emblematic figures, 
the cherubim, usually represented as angels under 
human forms, but more probably, like the Egyp- 
tian sphinx, animals purely imaginary and symbolic, 
combining different parts, and representing the 
noblest qualities of the man, the lion, the eagle, and 
the ox. They stood face to face at each extremity 
of the ark, and spread their golden wings so as to 
form a sort of canopy or throne. In the ark were 
deposited the two tablets of stone, on which, the 
law was written. • 


THE PRIESTS. lOh 

The priests, who were to minister in this snmp^ 
taoa^ pavilion-temple, were likewise to have holy 
garments for glory and for beauty. Aaron and his 
sons were designated for this office. The high 
priest wore, first a tunic of fine linen, which fitted 
dose, and without a fold, to his person, with loose 
trowsers of linen ; over this a robe of blue, woven 
in one piece, without sleeves, with a hole through 
which the head passed, likewise fitted close round 
the neck with a rich border, and reached to the 
feet, where the lower rim was hung with pome- 
granates and little bells of gold, which sounded as 
he moved. Over this again was the ephod, made 
of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, twisted with 
threads of gold. It consisted of two pieces, one 
h^ging behind, the other before, perhaps like a 
h^ald's tabard. From the hinder one, which hung 
much lower, came a rich girdle, passing under the 
arms and fastened over the breast. It had two 
shoulder-pieces, in which were two large beryl 
stones, set in gold, on which the names of the 
twelve tribes were engraved. From these shoul- 
der-pieces came two gold chains, which fastened 
the pectoral or breast-plate ; a piece of cloth of 
gold a span square, in which twelve precious stones 
were set in four rows, each engraved with the name 
of one of the tribes. Two other chains from the 
lower comers fastened the breast-plate to the lower 
part of the ephod. 

In the breast-plate was placed the mysterious 
Urim and Thummim, the nature of which was so 
well known to the Jews as to require no explana- 
tion — to us remains mere matter of conjecture. 
The most probable opinion seems, that the two 
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woMs mean Li^t and Perfection, and were iH>* 
thing more than the twelve bright and per&el 
atones set in the breast-plate, emblematic of tfac^ 
onion and consent o( the whole nation, withottft 
which the high priest might not presume to interr; 
rogate the oracle of God. If the oracle was givep 
by the Urim and Thmnmim itself, At seems m^ 
improbable, that the stones appearing bright «t 
douded might signify the favour or disfavour of 
the Almighty ; but it is more likely that the <waid? 
was delivered by a voice from the sanctuary. It 
is a remarkable coincidence, that the Egyptian 
high priest, according -to Diodorus and iElian, woc^ 
jrouna his neck, by a golden chain, a sapphire eemi 
with an image representing Truth. The head-£resi 
of the priest was a rich turban of fine linen, on the 
front of which appeared a golden plate, inscribed 
*' Holiness to the Lord." 

Such were the first preparations for the rehgious 
teremonial of the Jews. As this tall and ^umptu* 
<ma pavilion rose in the midst of the coarse and 
lowly tents of the people, their God seemed imme- 
diately to take possession of the structure raised to 
his honour. All the day the doud, all the night 
the pillar of fire rested on the tabernacle. Whey 
the camp broke up, it rose and led the way, when 
the peojHe came to their resting-place, it remaini^ 
•unmoved. 

Thus the great Jehovah was formally and delir 
berately recosnieed by the people of Israel as their 
God — ^the sole object of their adoration. By th0 
law, to which they gave their free and unconditional 
assent, he became their king, the head of their civil 
constitution, and the feudal lord of all their terri- 
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Wtjy€fi whom they were to hold llieir lands on cef « 
ttiki strict, but equitable terms of vassalage. Henoe 
ikie Mosaic constitution, of wh^ch we proceed to 
^m a brief outline, was in its origin and principles 
entirely diiferent from every human polity. It was 
II federal compact, not between the people at large 
and certain memba;^ or classes of the community 
designated as the rulers, but between the Founder 
Of the state, the proprietor of the land which they 
were to inhabit, and the Hebrew nation, selected 
from all the rest of the world for some great ulterior 
^rpose. The Hebrews were not a iree and inde* 
{trident people entering into a primary contract 
in what manner their country was to be governed^ 
they had neither independence nor country but as 
tile free gift of their sovereign. The tenure by 
4»hk^ they held all their present and future bles* 
sings, freedom from bondage, the inheritance of the 
land flowing with milk and honey, the promise of 
imexampled fertility, was their faithful discharge of 
llidir trui^, the preservation of the great rdigious 
doctrine, the worship of the' one great Creator* 
Hear^ therefore^ O Israel^ and observe to do t<, that 
H may he well with thee, and that ye may increase 
frnghtily, 4M the Lord God of thy fathers hiUhpra* 
mased thee, in the landJUming with milk and honey* 
H4€^i O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lorb> 
Thus the rights of the sovereign, not merely as 
'God, but as the head of the state, or theocracy^ 
Vere anterior to the rights of the people — the well* 
b^ns of the community, the ultimate eoA. of human 
iegicwAtion, was subordinate and seccmdary to the 
^eat purpose for which the Jews existed as a 
vepfnrate community. Hence any advantage to be 
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derived firom foreign commerce, or a larger inters 
course with the neighbouring tribes, wealth, or the 
acquisition of useful, arts, could not- fat an instamt 
come into competition with the daxiger of relapsing 
into polytheism. This was the great national peri^ 
as well as the great national crime. By this they 
annulled their c(»npact with their sovereign, and 
forfeited their title to the promised land. Yet by 
what legal provisions was the happiness of .any 
people, sua si bona nSrint, so bountifully secured 
as by die Jewish constitution? A coimtry under a 
de^cious dimate, where the corn-fields, the pas- 
tures, the vineyards, and olive-grounds vied 'with 
each other in fertility ; perfect freedom and equality^ 
a mild and parental government, the administratioB 
of justice by local .authorities according to a written 
law ; national festivals tending to promote national 
union ;-^had the people duly appreciated the bles* 
sings attached to the strict and permanent observance 
of their constitution, poets might have found their 
golden age in the plains of Galilee and the valUes 
of Judasa. 

The fundamental principle of the Jewish consti- 
tution, the purity of worship, was guarded by' penal 
^atutes ; and by a religious ceremonial, admirably 
adapted to the age and to the genius of the people^ 
and even accommodated, as far as possible, to their 
previous nomadic and Egyptian habits and feel- 
ings. The penal laws were stem and severe, for 
idolatry was two-fold treason-^against the majesty 
of the sovereign, and the well-being of the state. 
The permanence of the national blessings depended 
on the integrity of the national faith. Apostasy in 
the single city, or the individual, brougnt, as &x 
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as was in their power, the curse of barrenness, 
defeat, &mine or pestilence, on the whole land. 
It was repressed with the most unrelenting severity. 
If any city was accused of this anti-national crime, 
and after strict and diligent investigation was found 
guilty of setting up false gods for public worship, 
ihe inhabitants were to be put to the sword, no livinsr 
diing, not even the cattle, spared; the whole spou 
was to be collected in a heap and burned, (a wise 
regulation, lest an opulent community should be 
unjustly accused and laid waste for the purpose of 
plunder,) the whole city to be set on fire, razed to 
die ground, and the strongest anathema pronounced 
against any one who should attempt to rebuild it. — 
I>eut. xiii. 13 — 8. To convict an individual of 
idolatry, the testimony of two witnesses was re- 
ouired ; if condemned, he was publicly stoned to 
death — the two witnesses were to cast the first 
stone. Idolatry was of two kinds: 1st, image 
worship, or the representation of the one great Cre^ 
ator under the simiKtude or symbolic likeness of 
any created being. The history of all religion 
shows the danger of this practice. The repre- 
sentative symbol remains after its meaning is for- 
flotten ; and thus the most uncouth and monstrous 
rormsy originally harmless emblems of some attri- 
bute belonging to the divinity, become the actual 
deities t>f the vulgar worship, ^d. The substitu- 
tion, or what was more usual, the association of 
other gods with the one great God of their fathers. 
The religion of the natives, in whose territory the 
Israelites were about to settle, appears to have 
been a depravation of the purer Tsabaism, or wor- 
^p of the hostjof heaven. On this primitive form 
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of idolatry bad gradually been engrafted a wf^um 
of rites absurd, bloody or licentious* Among th^ 
Canaanites buman sacrifices were comHMUi — b o b o tf 
were burnt alive to Moloch. The inland tribci^ 
the Moabites and Midianites, worshipped tfaitt #b^ 
scene symbol, which originally represented A(^ 
generative influence of the sim, but had now h&^ 
come a distinct divinity. The chastity of thei^ 
women was the offering most acceptable to BmI 
Peor, or the Lord Peor. It was this inhuman $mi 
loathsome religion which was to be swept away^ 
from the polluted territory of Psiestine by tlm 
exterminatmg conquest of the Jews ; against th^ 
contagion of these abominations they were to hst 
iecured by the most rigid penal statutes, and by 
capital punishments summary and without appiai* 
AU approximation to these horrible usagea^was 
interdicted with equal severity. The CanaalHtetf 
l>aa no enclosed temples, their rites were performed 
in consecrated or open spaces on the sumn^ts of 
their hills, or under the shade of groves devoted to- 
their deities. The worship of God on mountain-tops,, 
otherwise a sublime and umocent practice, waspro« 
scribed. No grove might be planted near the altar 
of the Holy One of Israel, the strictest persomal 
purity was enjoined upon the priests ; the prolubi* 
tion affainst prostituting their daughters, as weU mt 
that miich forbids the woman to appear in ^e dnMtt 
of the man, the man in that of tne woman, are no. 
doubt pointed against the same impure ceremonies^ 
Not merely were human sacrifices expressly foiv 
bidden, but the animals which were to be-saciuked^ 
with every particular to be observed, were stiiedy 
laid down. AU the vulgar arts of prieatcrliftt dtvi«^ 
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il«tm, witdicraft, necromancy, were proscribed. 
"Svea a certain form of tonsure, certain parti-* 
i^okKired dresses, and other peculiar customs of the 
Ji^then priesthoods, were specifically forbidden. 
. Bat while this line of demarcation between the 
n^vshippers of one God and the worshippers of 
idols was so strongly and precisely drawn, a rude 
and uncivilized horde were not expected to attain 
that pure and exalted spirituality of religion, which 
has never been known except among a reasoning 
and enlightened people. Their new religion minis- 
tered continual excitement. A splendid ceremonial 
dazzled their senses, perpetual sacrifices enlivened* 
their faith, frequent commemorative festivals not 
merely let loose their gay and joyous spirits, but 
imninded them of all the surprising and marvellous 
events of their national history. From some of 
tbfiir prepossessions and habits they were estranged 
by degrees, not rent with unnecessarv violence^ 
The tabernacle preserved the form of the more 
•olid and gigantic structures of Egypt; their priest-* 
hood were attired in dresses as costly, in many 
respects similar ; their ablutions were as frequent ; 
die exclusion of the daylight probably originated in 
Subterranean temples hewn out o£ the solid rock, 
like those of Ipsambul and the cave temples .of 
India ; the use of incense seems to have been com«^ 
nOQ in every kind of religious worship. Above all; 
the great universal rite of sacrifice was regulated 
wA the utmost precision. It is unnecessary to enter 
into all these minute particulars, still less into the 
remote and typical meaning of the Jewish sacrificiat 
law. Suffice it to say, that sacrifices were eithep 
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Dittional or individual. Every morning Bjod^everj 
evening the smoke from the great brazen altar 6t 
burnt offerings ascended in the name of the whole 
people — on the Sabbath two animals instead of one 
were slain. From particular sacrifices or offerings 
no one, not even the poorest, was excluded. A 
regular scale of oblations was made, and the altar 
q£ the common God of Israel rejected not the small 
measure of flour which the meanest might offer. 
The sacrifices were partly propitiatory, that is, VO" 
luntary acts of reverence, in order to secure the 
&vour of God to the devout worshipper : partly 
eucharistic, or expressive of gratitude lor the divine 
blessings. Of this nature were the first fruits. The 
Israelite might not reap the abundant harvest, with 
which God blessed his fertile fields, or gather in the 
vintage, which empurpled the rocky bill-side, with- 
out fir^t making an oblation of thanksgiving to the 
fracious Being, who had placed him in the land 
owing with milk and honey. Lastly, they were 
piacular or expiatory ; every sin either of the nation 
or the individual, whether a sin committed in igno- 
rance, or from wilful guilt, had its appointed atone« 
ment ; and on the penormance of this condition the 
priest had the power of declaring the offender free 
nrom the punishment due to his crime. One day 
in the year, the tenth day of the seventh month* 
uras set apart for the solemn rite of national ex- 
piation. First a bullock was to be slain, and the 
blood sprinkled, not only in the customary placesj 
but within the Holy of Holies itself. Then two 
goats were to be chosen, lots cast upon them, the 
one tba^ was assigned to the Lord was to be sacri- 
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ficed» the other, on whose head the sins of the whole 
people were heaped by the imprecation of the 
high priest, was taken beyond the camp and sent 
into the desert to Azazel, the spirit of evil, to 
whom Hebrew belief assigned the waste and howl- 
ing; wilderness as his earthly dwelling. An awful 
example confirmed the imalterable authority of the 
sac]jfi<nal ritual. At the first great sacrifice, afler 
the consecration of the priesthood, on the. renewal 
of the national covenant with the Deity, fire flashed 
down firom heaven and consumed the bumt-of&r- 
itigs.' But Nadab and Abihu« the sons of Aaron,- 
kindled their censers with fire, obtained firom some- 
less pure and hallowed source ; and, having thus: 
acted without command, were struck dead £>r the 
oflence. 

The ordinary festivals of the Jewish nation were 
pf a gayer and more cheerful character. Every- 
seventh day was the Sabbath: labour ceased 
throughout the whole land,, the slave and the 
stranger, even the b^ast of labour or burden, were 
permitted to enjoy the period of ease and recrea- 
tion : while the double sanction, on which the ob- 
servance of the day rested, reminded every faith-- 
ful Israehte of his God,, under his twofold character 
of. Creator and Deliverer. All creation should 
rest, because on that day the Creator rested ; Israel 
more particularly, because on that day they rested 
from their bondage in Egypt. In later times, as 
well as a day of grateful recollection, it became one 
of public instruction in the principles of the law, 
and of social equality among all classes. Rich and 
poor, young and old, master and slave, met before 
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the gate of tbe city, and iiidiilgied in innocent mirth, 
or in the pleasures of friendly intercourse. 

The new moon of the seventh month was b^ 
pointed as the Feast of Trumpets ; it was in feet 
the begimiii^ of the <Ad Hebrew, and remained that 
of the civil year. -The new moon,' or the first day 
of the lunar month, was not commanded by posi- 
tive precept, but recognized as a festival of establish- 
ed usage. But if those weekly or monthly meet«- 
ings contributed to the maintenance of the religion, 
and to the cheerfulness and kmdly brotherhood 
amoog the separate . communities, the three great 
national festivals advanced those important ends 
in a &r higher degree. . Three times a year all the 
tribes assembled wherever the tabernacle of God 
was fixed; all the males, for the legislator care- 
fully guarded against any dangers which might 
arise firoma promiscuous assemblage of both sexes ; 
besides that the women were ill qualified to bear 
the fatigue of journeys fix)m the remote parts of 
the land, and the household offices were not to be 
neslected. This regulation was a master-stroke of 
policy, to preserve the bond of union indissoluble 
among the twelve federal republics, which formed 
the early state. Its importance may be estimated 
from the single fact, that, on the revolt of the ten 
tribes, Jeroboam did not consider his throne secure 
as loi^ as the whole people assembled at the capi- 
tal ; asd appointed Dan and Bethel, where he set up 
his emblematic calves, as the places of religious 
union for his o?m subjects. The first and greatest 
of these festivals, the Passover, or rather 2be first 
full moon, the commencement of the rel^ious year, 
was as it were the birthday of the nation, the day 
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of tkeir deliverance from Egypt, when the angel of 
death passed over their dwellings. The festival 
lasted seven days, and every oeremony recalled the 
awfoi scene of their deliverance. On the first even- 
ing l^ey tasted the Intter herb, emyematic of the 
hittecness of slavery : they partook of the sacrifice, 
wilh ^eir loins girded, as ready for their flisht: 
Aey eat only unleavened bread, the bread of 
slavery, prepared in the hurry and confusion of 
their departure. Dttring the fifty days, which 
elapsed after the Passover, the harvest was gathered 
in, and the Pentecost, the national harvest home, 
summoned the people to commemorate the delivery 
of the law and the fennation of the covenant, by 
which they became the tenants of the luxuriant 
soil, the abundance <^ which they had been storing 
up. The gladness was to be as general as the 
Uessing. Thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy 
Godf thou and thy «on, €Md thy daughter, and thy 
man servant and thy maid servant, and the Levite 
that is within thy gateSf and the stranger, and the 
fatherless, and the mdmv. The third of these feasts, 
that of tabernacles, took place in autumn, at the 
end of the vintage, in all southern climates the 
great time of rejoicing and merriment If more 
exquisite music and xaare graceful dances accom- 
panied the gathering inr of l£e grapes on the banks 
of the Cepl^us; the tabret, the viol, and the harp, 
which sounded amoi^ the vineyards of Heshbon and 
Eleale, were not wanting in sweetness and gaiety ; 
and instead of the firantic riot of satyrs and bac- 
duDUds, the rejoicing was chastened hy the solemn 
religious recollections with which it was associated, 
in a manner remarkaUy pleanng and picturesque. 

i2 
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The branches of trees were woven together in* 
rude imitation of the tents in which the Israelites- 
dwelt in the desert, and within these green bowers 
the whole people passed the week of festivity. 
Yet however admirably calculated these periodic»l 
solemnities for the maintenance of religion and na* 
tional unity, they were better adapted for the in* 
habitants of one of the oases in the desert, or a 
lonely island in the midst of the ocean, than a 
nation environed on all sides by warlike, enter- 
prising, and inveterate enemies. At each of these 
festivals, the frontiers were ilbguarded, the garnaops. 
desert^, the country left entirely open to the sud** 
den inroad of the neighbouring tribes. This was* 
not unforeseen by the lawgiver, but how was it pro- 
vided against ? by an assurance of divine protection, 
which was to repress all the hostility and ambition 
of their adversaries. / will cast out the nations 
be/ore thee^ and enlarge thy border; neither shall 
any man desire thy land when thou shaU go up to 
tmpear before the Lord three times in every year.*. 
The sabbatic year was another remarkable instance 
of departure from every rule of political wisdom, 
in reliance on divine Providence. The whole land^ 
was to lie fallow, the whole people was given up 
to legalized idleness. All danger of &mine was 
to be prevented by the supematurally abundant 
harvest of the sixth year; but it is. even more re*« 
markable, that serious evils did not ensue from tibis 
check on the national industry. At the end of 
seven periods of seven years, for that number ran. 
through the whde of the Hebrew institutions, the 

• 

* Exod. xxziv. 24. 
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jubilee was appointed.* All the estates were to 
revert to their original owners, all burthens and 
alienations ceased, an j the whole land returned to 
the same state in which it stood at the first par- 
tition. A singtdar Agrarian Ibw, which maintained 
the general equality, and effectually prevented the 
accumulation of large masses of property in one 
&mily, to the danger of the nationid independence, 
and tbe establishment of a great landed oligarchy. 
Such was the religious constitution of the He- 
brew nation. But if the lawgiver, educated in all 
•the wisdom of the Egyptians, departed most widely 
from the spirit of Egyptian polytheism in the fun- 
damental principle of his religious institutes, the 
political basis of his state was not less opposite to 
that established in the kingdom of the Pharaohs. 
The first, and certainly the most successful legis- 
lator of antiquity, who assumed the welfare of the 
<wh<^ community as the end of his constitution, 
Moses annihilated at once the artificial and tyran- 
nical distinction of castes, and established politic* 
cal equality as the fimdamoital principle of the 
-state. The. whole nation was one great caste, 
that of husbandmen cultivating their own property. 
Even the single privileged class, that of Levi, 
stood on a totidly different footing from the sacer- 
dotal aristocracy of Egypt. With a wise originality, 
Moses retained all that was really useful, and in- 
^ed, under the circumstances of the age and peo- 
'^, absolutely necessary, in a priestly order, and 
rejected all that might endanger the liberties of the 
-people, through their exorbitant wealth or power. 

* This institatioii, as well as the last, was perhaps rather of 
-a civil than rehgtous character. 
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In a ccinstitution, fbttnded on a rel%ious InEsn^ 
sacred functionaries set apart from the mass' of die 
people were indispensable; where the state was 
ffovemed by a written law, minute and mukifarionB 
m its provisions, conservators and occasional ex- 
positors of the law were equally requisite; a peo^ 
pie at first engaged in ferocious warfare, afterwards 
engrossed by agricultural labours, without an ex- 
empt order, wbich should devote itself to higher 
and more intellectual studies, would soon have de- 
generated into ignorance and barbarism. Besides 
the officiating priesthood, the Levitieal class fiir- 
nished the greater numberof the judges, the scrilfes, 
the genealogists and registers of the tribes, the 
keepers of the records, the geometricians, the 
superintendants of weights and measures : and 
Michadis thinks, from the judgment in cases of 
leprosy being assigned to them, the phycacians. 
Their influence depended rather on (heir civil than 
their ecclesiastical frmctions. They were not, 
strictly speaking, religious teachers; they were 
bound to read the whole law once in seven yeaiB 
before the people; but in other respects their 
priestly duties consisted only in attendance in the 
tabernacle or the temple in their appointed courses. 
There were no private rel^ous rites in which they 
were called on to officiate. Circumcision was per- 
formed without their presence, marriage was a 
dvil contract, from funerals they were interdicted. 
They were not mingled up with the body of tlie 
people, they dwelt in their own separate ddes. 
Their wealth was ample, but not enormous. la- 
stead of the portion in the conquered land, to which 
they had a claim, as one of the twelve tribes, a tenth 
of the whole produce was assigned for their mainr 
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tenancy, witl^ forty*-eig^ cities, situated in different 
p^tarts of the territory, and a small domain sur*- 
lounding each. These were the possessions of the 
whde tribe of Levi. The officiatii^ priesthood re- 
ceived other contributions, portions of the sacri*^ 
fiees, the redemption of the first bom, the first 
fruits, and every thing devoted by vow : yet most 
of these last were probably laid up in the public 
religious treasury, and deuayed tne expenses of 
the rich and costly worship, the repair and orna- 
ment of the tabemade, the vestments of the priests, 
the public sacrifices, the perpetual oil and incense. 
The half-shekel poll-tax was, we conceive, only 
once levied by Moses, and not established as a per- 
manent tax till afto the captivity. Such wave the 
station, the revenue, and the important duties as- 
signed to his own tribe by the Hebrew legislator, 
a tribe, as one of the least numerous, most fitly 
chosen fi>r these purposes. On the departure from 
Egypt, the first-born of each family were desig- 
nated for these sacred duties ; but the difHculdes 
and inconveniences which would have attended the 
coBecting together, the representatives of every 
finnily into one class, the jealousies which might 
have arisen from assigning so great a distinction to 
primogeniture, and many other obvious objections, 
show that the substitution of a single tribe was at 
once a more simple and a more efiective measure. 
The supeiicnritv of Moses in all other respects to 
the pride of ramily, particularly where hereditary 
houours were so highly appreciated, is among the 
most remarkable features in his character. The 
example of Egypt and of all the neighbouring 
nalioiis would Intve led him to estabhsh an here- 
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ditary monarchy in his own line, connected and. 
supported, as it might have been, by the saceirdolxd 
order; but though he made over the high-priestr 
hood to the descendants of his brother Aaron, his 
own sons remained without distinction, and his de^ 
scendants sank into insignificance. While he an- 
ticipated the probability that his repubhc would 
assume hereafter a monarchical form, he designated 
no permanent head of the state, either hereditary 
or elective. Joshua was appointed as military 
leader to achieve the conquest, and for this piur- 
pose succeeded to the supreme authority. But God 
was the only king, the law his only vicegerent. 

Did Moses appoint a nation^ senate? if so^ 
what was its duration, its constitution, and ita 
powers? No question in Jewish history is mwc^ 
obscure. At the delivery of the law on Mount 
Sinai, Moses was attended by seventy elders; 
during a rebellion in the wilderness (Numb, xi.) 
he established a great council of the same number. 
This latter the Jewish writers suppose, to have 
been a permanent body, and from thence derive 
their great Sanhedrim, which took so important a 
part in public affairs afler the captivity. But this 
senate of seventy is not once distinctly named in the 
whole intervening course of Hebrew history. Joshua 
twice assembled a sort of diet or parliament, consist^ 
ing of elders, heads of families, judges, and offioef^ 
who seem to have represented all Israel. On other 
occasions the same sort of national council seems 
to have met on great emergencies. But most pro- 
bably neither the couHtitution, nor the powers, ncnr 
the members of this assembly were strictly limited. 
Moses left the internal government of the tribes aa 
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lie footod it. Each tribe had its acknowledged 
ariBtocTacy and acknowledged chieftain, and go- 
verned its own afiairs as a separate republic. The 
(^eftain was the hereditary head of the whole 
tribe, the aristocracy^ Ihe heads of the different 
tosQies ; these with the judges, and perhaps the 
i^iolaenni, the scribes or genealogists, officers of 
great importance in each tribe, constituted the 
provincial assembly. No doubt the national as- 
sembly consisted of delegates from the provincial 
tmes; but how they were appointed, and by whom, 
does not appear. In short, in the early ages of the 
Hebrew nation, the public assemblies were more 
like those of our German ancestors, or a meeting 
oi independent septs or clans, where general re- 
spect for birth, age, *or wisdom, designated those 
who should appear and those who should, take a 
lead, than the senate of a regular government, in 
which the right to a seat and to suffirage is defined 
by positive law. The ratification of all great* public 
decrees by the general voice of the people (the 
congregation) seems invariably to have been de- 
manded, particularly during their encampment in 
the desert. This was given, as indeed it could not 
weU be otherwise, by acclamation. Thus in the 
aacimit Hebrew constitudon we find a rude con- 
venticm of estates, provincial parliaments, and 
pofpnlar assemblies; but that their meetings should 
be of rare occurrence, fc^owed from the nature of 
ike constitution. The state possessed no legisla* 
tive power; in peace, unless on very extraor<]^ry 
oeoisions, they had no business to trmisact; there 
was no public revenue except that of the religious 
traasury ; their wars, till the time of the kings, were 
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mostly defensive. The invaded tribe summoned 
the nation to its assistance ; no deliberation was 
necessary; the militia, that is, all whooouM bear 
arms, were bound to march to the defence of their 
brethren. Such was the law: we shall see here^ 
after that the separate tribes did not' always pre^ 
serve this close union in their wars; and, but for 
the indissoluble bond of their religion, the confede* 
racy was in perpetual danger of falling to pieces. 

The judges or prefects, appointed according to 
the advice of Jethro, seem to have given place to 
municipal administrators of the law in each of the 
citieB. The superior education and intelligence of 
the Levitical order pointed them oat as^ best fkted 
fot these offices, which were usually entrusted, by 
general consent, to their charge. Of their nvna^ 
bers, or mode of nomination, we know nothiw 
certain. They held their sittings, af^sr the uauia 
Oriental custom, in the gates of the cities. 

The people were all free, and, excepting this 
acknowledged subordinadoh to the heads of their 
families and of their tribes, entirely equal. Sla* 
very, universal in the ancient world, was recog- 
nised by the Mosaic institutions; but of all the 
ancient lawgivers, Moses alone endeavoured to 
mitigate its evils. His regulations always remind 
the Israelites, that they themselves were fornieily 
bond-slaves in Egypt. The feee-bom Hebrew 
might be reduced to slavery, either by his own 
consent, or in condemnation as an insolvent debtor, 
or as a thief unable to make restitution. In either 
case he became free at the end of seven years' ser* 
vice. If he refused to accept his manumissiony he 
might remain in ikervitude. But to prevent any 


LAW OF 8LATBET. 123 

ihRuliilMit or compukory renunciation of this rioht, 
the ceremony <^ reconsignkig hinuielf to bonoage 
was public ; he appeared before the magistrate^ his 
ear was bcmd, and he was thus judicially delivered 
bade to bis master ; but even this servitude expired 
at die Jubilee, when the free-bom Hebrew re- 
turned into the possession of his patrimonial estate. 
The law expressly abhorred the condemnation of 
an Israelite to perpetual servitude. As a punish- 
ment for debt, shurery, at lea^t under its mitigated 
form, may be considered as merciful to the sunerer, 
and certainly more advantageous to the creditor 
and to the pobUc, than imprisonment. The Israelite 
loU to a stranger might at any time be redeemed 
by his kindred on payment of the value of the ser- 
vice that remained due. He who became a slave, 
being already married, recovered the freedom o^ 
his wife and ^miily as well as his own; he who 
married -a fellow slave, lefb her and her children as 
the property of his master. The discharged slave 
was not to be cast forth upon society naJced and 
destitute ; he was to be decently clothed, and libe- 
ndly furnished out of theflockj and out of the fiooty 
wd out of the wine^press, 

A parent in extreme distress might sell his chil- 
dren; if male, of course the slave recovered his 
6«edom at the usual time — ^if female, the law took 
her under its especial protection. By a mitigation of 
^ original statute, in ordinary cases, she regained 
her freedom at the end of the seven years« But if 
^ master took her himself, or gave her to his son, 
as an inferior wife, she was to receive the full conr 
jttgal rights of her station ; if denied thetn, she re^ 
covered her freedom. If he did not marry het, 
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she might be redeemed, but aa no acooimt was. to 
be trafficked away into a foreign land. 

After all, slavery is too harsh a term to apply to 
this temporary hiring, in which, though the master 
might inflict blows, he was amenable to justiee if 
the slave died under his hands, or within two days, 
from the consequence of the beating: if maimed or 
mutilated, the slave recovered his .freedom. -The 
law went further, and positively eqj(»ned kindmiKiB 
and lenity : Thou shaU not rule over him with rigew^^ 
but thou shaltfear the Lord, 

• The condition of foreign slaves was less fitvoup- 
able; whether captives taken in war, purcha8€d,or 
bom in the family, their serviUide was perpetual. 
Yet they too partook of those indulgencies wliich» in 
a spirit very difierent from that wlucb bestowed on 
the wretched slaves in Rome the mock honours of 
their disorderly Saturnalia, the Jewish law seeuiciA 
for the slave, as well as for the poor, the orphan, 
the widow, and the stranger. The Sabbath was to 
them a day of rest ; on the three great festivda 
they partook of the banquets which were made on 
those occasions. All that grew spontaneously during 
the sabbatical year belonged to them, in conunon 
with the poor. Besides these special provisions, 
injunctions perpetually occur in the Mosaic c«de 
which enforce kindness, compassion and charity, 
not merely towards the native poor, but to the 
stranger. Far from that jealous inhospitality and 
hatred of mankind of which the later Jews w»re 
not altogether unjustly accused, the stranger, unless 
•a Canaanite, might become naturalised, or if he x%r 
sided in the land without being incorporated with 
the people, he was not excluded from the prolte^ 
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tioB oi ^e law. He was invited to the public re-^ 
joiciiigs ; he was- to be a witness and partaker in 
die 'bounties of the God who blessed the land. 

Sacfa were the political divisions among the Hebrew 
people, but over all classes alike the supreme and 
impartial law exercised its vigilant superintendence.' 
It' took under its charge the morals, the health, as 
nsdl as the persons aiid the property, of the whole 
people. It entered into the domestic circle, and 
regidated all the reciprocal duties of parent and 
child, husband and wiie, as well as of master and 
servant. Among the nomad tribes, from which 
the Hebrews descended^ the father was an arbitrary 
sovereign in his family, as under the Roman kw, 
with the power of life and death. Moses, while 
he maintained the dignity and salutary controul, 
limsted the abuse of the parental authority. From 
the earliest period the child was under the protec- 
tion of the law. Abortion and infanticide were not 
specifically forbidden, but unknown among the 
Jews. Josephus, appealing in honest pride to the 
praetice of his countrymen,, reproaches other na* 
tkniB with these cruelties. The father was enjoined 
to instruct his children in all the memorable events 
aiid> sacred usages of the land. In extreme indi- 
gence, we have seen, the sale of children as slaves 
was permitted, ' but only in the same cases, and 
Ufider thesame conditions,, that the parent might 
sett himself, to escape starvation, and for a limited 
period.. The father had no power of disinheriting 
his -sons; the first-bom received by law two por- 
tkms, the rest shared equally. On the other hand, 
the Decalogue enforced obedience and respect to 
parcaxta under the strongest sanctions. To strike, 
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or to cune a parent, was a capital offence. On 
parricide, the law, as if, like that of the Romanftr it 
refused to contemplate its possibility, preserved a 
sacred silence. Though the power of life and 
death was not left to the caprice or passion of the 
parent, the incorrkible son might be denoiUKed 
before the elders of the city, and, if convicted^ auf* 
fered death. It is remarkable that die father and 
mother were to concur in the accusation, a mmt 
wise precaution where poly]|amy, the fruitM soiuree 
of domestic dissention and jealousy, prerailed, 

The chastity of females was guaj:ded by stajtutea» 
which, however severe and cruel acoofding to mo- 
^m notions, were wise and mercii^ in that state 
of society. Poems ani Travels have fiuniliariiBed 
us with the horrible atrocities committed by the 
blind jealousy of eastern husbands. By stthstt- 
tuting a judicial process for the wild and hurried 
justice of the oofended party, the guilty sufl&vod 
a death probably less inhuman ; die innocent miglit 
escape. The convicted adulterer and adultevess 
were stoned to death. Even the inoontinence of 
a female before marriage, if detected at the tone 
of her nuptials, which was almost inevitable^ un- 
derwent the same penalty widi that of the adidl^ 
teress. Where the case was not dear, the femoie 
suspected of infidelity might be summoned to a 
most awful ordeal. She was to be aecj^ted or 
condemned by Ood himself, whose actual uite4>06i- 
tion was promised by his daring lawgiver. The 
woman was led forth firom her own dwelling into 
the court of the Lord's house. In that sokmn 
place she first made an Offering of execration ; not 
entreating mercy, but imprecating the divine 
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geance if ske should be giiiky. The priest then 
took sosae of the holy water, and mingled it with 
some of the holy earth : as he placed the bowl of 
bitter ingredients in her hand, he took off the veil 
in which she was accustomed to conceal herself 
from the eye8u>f man, and left her exposed to the 
pnblic gaze : her hair was loosened, and the dread- 
fid form of imprecadixi recited. 'If innocent, -the 
WBtser. was harmless; if guilty, the Lord would 
make her a curse and an oath amoi^ the people : 
she was to^be smitten at once with a horrid disease ; 
hur. thigh was to raty her belly to xnelL To this 
adjuration of the great all-seeing God, the woman 
was to reply Amen^ Amen. A solemn pause en- 
sued, during which the priest wrote down all the 
eursesy and w»died them out again with the water. 
She was then to drink the waiter, if she dared ; but 
what guiky woman, if she had courage to confront, 
would hare the command of countenance, the firm- 
ness and resolution to go through all this slow, 
asarching, and terrific process, and finally expose 
herself to shame and agon^ far worse than death? 
No doubt cases where this trial was undergpne 
were rave ; yet the confidence of the legislator in 
the diyine interference can hardly be questioned ; 
fiir had such an institution fidlen into contempt by 
its failure in any one instance, his whole law and 
leUffion would hare been shaken to its foundation. 
Marriages were contracted by parents in behalf 
of their children. A dowry or purchase-money 
was usually given by the bridegroom. Polygamy 
WIS permitted rather than encouraged: the law 
did not directly interfere with the .immemorial 
UBi^ei but, by insisting on each wife or concubine 
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receiving her full conjugal rights, prevmited eve^ 
the most wealthy from establishing those vmt 
harems which are fatal to the happiness, and 
eventually to the population, of a country. The 
degrees of relationship, between which marriage 
was forbidden, were defined with singular minute^ 
ness. The leading principle of th^se: enactments 
was to prohibit marriage between^ those partis 
among whom, by the usage of their society, eavlj 
and frequent intimacy Was unavoidable, and might 
lead, to abuse. 

Having thus secured, the domestic happiness ^ 
his people, or at least moderated, as Ar as the. 
times would allow, those lawless and inordinajbe 
passions which overbear the. natural tendemesa of 
domestic instinct and the attachment between the 
sexes — guarded the father from, the disobedience 
of the son, the son from the capricious tyraony.of 
the father — secured the wife firom being the victim 
of every savage fit of jealousy, while he sternly, 
repressed the crime of conjugal infidelity, the law.- 
giver proceeded, witb the same care and discretion, 
to. provide for. the general health of the people. 
With this view he regulated their dietj enforced 
cleanliness, took precautions against the most pre- 
valent diseases, and lef^ the rest, as he safely 
might, to the genial chmate of the country, the 
wholesome exercise of husbandry, and the cbaerfid 
relaxations afforded by the religion. The health of 
the people was a chief, if not the only object of 
the distinction between clean and unclean beastsi 
and the prohibition against eating the blood of aiijF 
animal. All coarse, hard and. indigestible ibod. Is 
doubly dangerous in warm climates. The gen^cftl 
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§eefSaag of mankind has ordinarily abstained from 
most of the aiiimals proscribed by the Mosaic law, 
excepting sometimes the camel, the hare, and the 
dwine. - The flesh of the camel is vapid' and heavy ; 
^ wholesomeness of the hare is questioned by 
Hippocrates ; that of the swine in southern coun- 
tries tends to produce cutaneous maladies, the 
diseases to which the Jews were peculiarly liable ; 
besides that the animal being usually lefl in the 
east to its own filthy habits, is not merely unwhole- 
some, but disgusting ; it is the scavenger of the 
towns. Of the birds, those of prey were forbid- 
den; of fish, those without fins or scales. The 
prohibition of blood (besides its acknowledged un- 
Wbolesomeness, and in some instances fatal effects) 
perhaps* pointed at the custom of some savage 
tribes, which, like the Abyssinians, fed upcm flesh 
torn warm from the animal, and abnost quivering 
with life. This disgusting practice may have been 
ibterdicted not merely as unwholesome, but as 
promoting • that fei^ocity of manners which it was 
the first object of the lawgiver to' discourage. 

Cleanliness, equaDy important to health with 
wholesome diet, was maintained by the injunction 
oi frequent ablutions, particularly after touching 
a- dead body, or anything which might possibly be 
putrid ; by regulations concerning female disorders, 
and the intercourse between the sexes ; provisions 
which seem minute and indelicate to modem ideas, 
but were doubtless intended to correct unseemly 
or unbealthful practices, either of the Hebrew 
people or of neighbouring tribes. The leprosy was 
the dreadftil scourge which excited the greatest 
a|)prehension. The nature of this loathsome disease 
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is siifficiwifJy indicated by the expteanve dmanj^ 
uaa — a Uper as wkkt as smmt. In its' worst sti|^ 
the whole flesh rotted, the extrenuties dropt ofl^ 
till at last mortification aisued» and put an end t» 
the sufferings of the miseraUe outcast ; finr as the 
disease was highlT infectious, the unhappy vietn 
was inunediately shunned, and looked on with uiii«- 
versal abhorrence. The strict quarantine eatrnf 
blished by Moses provided for the security of the 
comnuinity, not without mejrciftd regard to the suf^ 
ferer. The inspection of the infected was eom.^ 
nutted to the LeTites ; the symptoms of the tsvo 
Idnds of disorder accuraieiy pointed out ; the pe* 
riod of seclusion defined ; while all, if really eaBcedf 
were certain of re-^admisMoa into the commiBBky^ 
none were re^admitted until perfectly curedk 
Clothes, and even houses which might retain the 
infection, were to be destroyed without aerupfte; 
though it does not seem quite dear whether the 
plague, which Ixirked in the {faster of houses, jofk 
the same leprosy whidi might become cootagioiit, 
or a kind of mildew or worm, which might breed 
some other destructive malady. 

Human life, in att rude and barhuoua tribea, is 
of cheap account; blood is ^wd on the least pr«kf 
vocation ; open or secret assassination is a com^ 
mon occurrence. The Hebrew penal law enfoseed 
the highest respect fee the life of man. Mnidet 
ranked with high treason, (i.e. idohitry, blaqphemy,) 
striking a father, adultery, and unnatural lust^ aa a 
ciqiital crime : the law demanded blood for blood. 
But it transferred the exaction of the penalty &ma 
private revenge, and committed it to the judicial 
authority. To effect this, it had to jstruf^leirath 
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a» inveterate though harbarous usage, which still 
{irevaib among the Arabian tribes. By a point of 
honour, as rigorous as that of modern duelling, the 
nearest of kin is bound to revenge the death of hif 
idation : he is his Goel or blood-avenger. . He 
makes no inquiry ; he allows no pause : whether 
the deceased has been slain on provocation, by ac« 
eident, or of deliberate malice, death can only be 
atx>ned by the blood of the homicide. To mitigatie 
the evils of an usage too firmly established to be 
rooted out, Moses appointed certain cities of refuge, 
conveniently situated. If the homicide could escape 
to Goe jDtf these, he was safe till a judicial investi- 
gation look place. If the crime was deliberate 
Bsnnler, he was surrendered to the Goel ; if justi- 
fiable or accidental homicide, he was bound to pre- 
side within the sanctuary for a certain period : 
should he leave it, and expose himself to the re- 
ven^ of his pursuers, he did so at his own peril, 
and might be put to death. Where a murder was 
oomauttedf of which the perpetrator was unde- 
psctedj the nearest city was commanded to make 
an offering of atonement. With the same jealous 
regacd for human life, a strict police regulation 
eaaeted that the terrace on the top of every house 
should have a parapet. In one case inexcusable 
carelessness, which caused death, was capitally 
puntshed. If an ox gored a man so that he died, 
the beast was put to death : if the owner had been 
warned, he also suffered the same penalty ^ but in 
this case his life might be redeemed at a certain 
price. 

While the law was thus rigorous with regard to 
hmaan life, .against the crime of theft it was re- 
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markably lenient. Man-'Stealing, as the kidnapped 
person could only be sold to foreigners, inflicted 
political death, and was therefore a capital offence : 
but the ordinary punishment of theft was restitu^ 
tion. Here personal slavery was a direct advan- 
tage, as it empowered the law to exact the proper 
punishment without touching the life. No man 
was so poor that he could not make restitution \ 
because the labour of a slave being of higher value 
than his maintenance, his person could be sold 
either to satisfy a creditor, or to make compensa- 
tion for a thefl. 

The law of property may be most conveniently 
stated after the final settlement of the country. 

In all the foregoing statutes we see the legislator 
constantly, yet discreetly, mitigating the savage 
usages of a barbarous people. There are some 
minor provisions to which it is difficult to assign 
any object, except that of softening the ferocity of 
manners, and promoting gentleness and humanity. 
Kindness to domestic animals — the prohibition to 
employ beast? of unequal strength, the ox and the 
ass, on the same labour (unless this is to be classed 
with those singular statutes of which we have no 
very satisfactory explanation, which forbade wear- 
ing garments of mixed materials, or sowing mixed 
seeds) — the prohibition to seethe a kid in its mo- 
ther's milk (though this likewise is supposed by 
Spencer to be aimed at a religious usage) — or to 
tidke the young of birds and the dam together* 
Towards all their fellow-creatures the same kindly 
conduct was enjoined on the Hebrew people, both 
by general precept and by particular statute. The 
mildness of their slave-law has been often con- 
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p:9sted, to their advantage, with that of those an- 
pient nations which made the loudest hoast of their 
freedom and civilization. The provisions for the 
poor were equally gentle and considerate ; the 
gleanings of every harvest field were left to the 
latherless and widow; the owner might not go 
over it a second time : the home of the poor man 
was sacred ; his garment, if pledged, was to he re- 
stored at nightfal. Even towards the stranger op- 
pression was forbidden ; if indigent, he shared in 
all the privileges reserved for the native poor. 

The general war law, considering the age, was 
not deficient in lenity. War was to be declared in 
form. The inhabitants of a city, which made re- 
sistance, might be put to the sword; that is, the 
males; but only after it had been summoned to 
suri'ender. Fruit-trees were not to be destroyed 
during a siege. The conduct towards female cap- 
tives deserves particular notice. The beautiful slave 
might not be hurried, as was the case during those 
ages falsely called heroic, in the agony of sorrow, 
perhaps reeking with, the blood of her murdered 
relatives, to the bed of the conqueror. She was 
^owed a month for decent sorrow : if afler that 
she became the wife of her master, he might not 
capriciously abandon her, and sell her to another ; 
she might claim her freedom as the price of her 
humiliation. 

To the generally humane character of the Mosaic 
legislation there appears one great exception, the 
sanguinary and relentless conduct enjoined against 
the seven Canaanitish nations. Towards them mercy 
was a crime — extermination a duty. It is indeed 
probable that this war law, cruel as it seems, was 
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not in the least more barbarous than thtit -dP ^M 
surrounding nations, more particularly thfe Oa^ 
naanites themselves. In this the Hebrews wet^ 
only hot superior to their age. Many incidents ttl 
the Jewish history show the horrid atrocities df wair* 
fare in Palestine. The mutilation of distinguish^ 
captives, and the torture of prisoners in cold blood, 
were the usual consequences of victory. Adotli* 
bezek, one of the native kings, acknowledges thM 
seventy kings, with their .thumbs and toes cut ofi^ 
had gathered their meat under his table. The 
invasion and conquest once determined, no altema* 
tive remained but to extirpate or be extirpated. 
The dangers and evils to which the Hebrew tribes 
were subsequently exposed by the weakness or hu* 
manity which induced them to suspend their work 
of extermination, before it had been fully com*- 
pleted, clearly show the political wisdom by wbiiih 
those measures were dictated : cruel as they were, 
the war once commenced, they were inevitable. 
Their right to invade and take possession of Pales- 
tine depended solely on their divine commissioiu 
and their grant from the Sovereign Lord of heaven 
and earth ; for any other right — deduced from thfe 
possession of the patriarchs, who never were owners 
of more than the sepulchres they purchased, and, 
if they had any better tide, had foifeited it by the 
abeyance of many centuries — is untenable and pre- 
posterous. Almighty Providence determined to 
extirpate a race of bloody, licentious, tind barbatoiar' 
idolaters, and replace them by a people of milder 
manners and purer reliffion^ Instead of the earth- 
quake, the famine or the pestilence, the ferocious 
valour of this yet uncivilized people was allowed 
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fteeiseope. The war, in wliich the Hebrew tribes 
wa« embarked; was stripped of none of its cus- 
tomary horrors and atrocities ; nor was it till these 
savage and unrelenting passions had ftilfyied their 
task, that the kifluence of their milder institutions 
was to soften and humanize the national diaracter. 
SoA was the scheme, which, if not really authorized 
by the Supreme Being, must have been created 
within the daring and comprehensive mind of the 
Hebrew legislator. He undertook to lead a people 
through a loi^ and dreadful career of bloodshed 
mi massacK. The conquest once achieved, they 
Were to settle down into a nation of peaceful hxis* 
bandmen, under a mild and equal constitution. 
Up to «a certain point they were to be trained in 
the worst possible discipline for peaceful citizens ; 
to encourage every disposition opposite to those 
inculcated by the general spirit of uie law. Their 
ambition was inflamed; military habits formed { 
the love of restless enterprize fostered ; the habit 
of subsisting upon plunder encouraged. The peo* 
pie, who were to be mercifbl to the meanest beast, 
were to mutilate the noblest animal, the horse, 
wherever they met it : those who were not to ex* 
erdse any oppression whatever towards a stranger 
of another race, an Edomite, or even towards their 
ancient €fnem^*-^an Egyptian ; on the capture of a 
Cafiaanitish city, were to put man, woman and child 
to the sword. Their enemies were designated; 
appointed limits fixed t» tiieir conquests : oeyond 
a certain boundary the ambitious invasion, which 
before was a virtue, became a crime. The whole 
victorious nation was suddenly to pause in its ca^' 
reer. Thus far they were to be like hordes of 
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Tartars, Scythians, or Huns, bursting irresistibly 
from' their deserts, and sweeping away every ves- 
tige of human life: at a given point their arms 
were to fall from their hands, the thirst of conquest 
subside ; and a great unambitious agricultural re- 
public — ^with a simple religion, an equal adminis- 
tration of justice, a thriving and industrious popu- 
lation, brotherly harmony and mutual goodwill be-? 
tween all ranks, domestic virtues, purity of morals, 
gentleness of manners — was to .arise in the midst 
of the desolation their arms had made, and under 
the very roofs — in the vineyards and corn-fields — 
which they had obtained by merciless violence. 

The sanction on which the Hebrew law was 
founded, is, if possible, more extraordinary. . The 
lawgiver, educated in Egypt, where the immor- 
tality of the soul, under some form, most likely? 
that of the metempsychosis or transmigration of 
the soul, entered into the. popular belief; never- 
theless maintained a profound silence on that fun- 
damental article, if not of . political, at least of 
religious legislation — rewards and punishments in 
another life. He substituted temporal chastise- 
ments and temporal blessings. On the violation 
. of the constitution^ followed, inevitably blighted 
harvests, famine, pestilence, barrenness among their 
women, defeat, captivity ; on its maintenance, abun- 
dance, health, fruitfulness, victory, independence. 
How singularly the event verified the bold predic-r 
tion of the legislator — how invariably apostacy led 
to adversity — repentance and reformation to pros- 
,perity — will abundantly appear during the course 
of the following history. 
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At length the twelve tribes broke up their en- 
catnpment in the elevated region about Mount 
Sinai. A year and a month nad elapsed since 
their departure from Egypt. The nation assumed 
the appearance of a regular army ; military order 
and discipline were established ; each tribe marched 
in succession under its own leaders, with its banner 
displayed, and took up its position in the appointed 
quarter of the camp. When the silver trumpets 
sounded^ the tribe of Judah, mustering 74,600 
fighting men, defiled forward fVom the east side of 
the camp, and led the van, followed by Issachar, 
with 54,400, and Zebulun, 57,400. Then came a 
division of the tribe of Levi, the descendants of 
Gershom and Merari, bearing the tabernacle, which 
was carefully taken down, and, thus moving after 
the advanced guard, might be set up, ready for 
the reception of the ark. Then Reuben, number- 
ing 46^500, Simeon 59,300, Gad 45,650, broke up, 
and advanced from the southern part of the en* 
campment. The second division of the Levites, 
the family of Kohath, next took their station, 
bearing the sanctuary and the ark, and all the sa- 
cred vessels, with the most religious care, lest any 
hands but thosie of Aaron and his assistants should 
touch a single part. AH the males of the house of 
Levi amounted only to 22,000. Ephraim 40,500, 
Manasseh 32,200, Benjamin 35,400, defiled, and 
formed the western wing of the encampment* 
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Dan 6^,700, Asher 41,500, Napthali 5d,4QQs 
brought up the rear. The whole number of fight <• 
ing men was 603,550.* This formidable army set 
forward singing, '* Let God arise y and let his enemies 
he scattered ;" and thus — already furnished with 

* Of the difficulties and discrepancies, which occur in the 
sacred writings of the Hebrews, perhaps two-thirds are found 
in passages which contain numbeis. Of the primitive Hebrew 
system of notation we are most likely ignorant ; but the manner 
in which (he numbiers are denoted in the present copies of tike 
sacred books, is remarkably liable to error and misapprehensicm* 
(See Dissertation in the last edition of Calmet.) it is by no 
means easy to reconcile the enormous numbers, contained in 
the census, with the language of other passages in the Scrip- 
tures, particularly that of the seventh chapter of Denteronoo^. 
The nation which could arm 600,000 fighting men is described 
as '* the fewest of all people/' as inferior in numbers, it shoul4 
s^m, to each of the seven " greater and mightier nations'' 
which then inhabited Canaan. And it is remarkable, that while 
there has been much controversy, whether the whole area of 
Palestine could contain the Hebrew settlers, the seven nations 
•re " to be put out by little and little* lest the beasts of the fidd 
increase upon'' the new occupants. The narrative of the cam- 
paign, in the book of Joshua, is equally inconsistent with these 
immense numbers ; e. g, — the defiling of the whole army ,of 
600,000 men, seven times in one day, round the walls of 
Jericho ; the panic of the whole host at the repulse of 3000 
men before Ai. The general impression from this book is that 
it describes the invasion of nations, at once more warlike and 
numeious, by a smaller force, which, without reliance on divine 
succour, could not have achieved the conquest ; rather than the 
irruption of an host, like that of Attila or Zengis, which mlglit 
have borne down all opposition by the mere weight of numerical 
force. We have not, however, thooffht fit to depart from the 
numbers as they stand in the sacred writings ; though, if we 
might suppose that a cypher has been added in the total sum^ 
and throughout the sevcfral particulars ; or if we might inclodfe 
men, women and children under the 600,000, the history would 
gain, in our opinion, both in clearness and consistency. . 
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thefr code of laws, irresistible both in their num- 
bers and the promised assistance of their God—* 
f^ey marched onward to take possession of the 
fridtlul land, which had been promised as the 
reward of their toils. The cloud still led the 
way; but their prudent leader likewise secured 
the assistance of Hobab, his brother-in-law, who, 
at the head of his clan, had been accustomed to 
travcfrse the desert, knew intimately the bearings 
c^ the country, the usual resting-places, the water-t 
srprings, and the character and habits of the wan* 
dering tribes. 

Their march was not uninterrupted by adven- 
tures. At Taberah a fire broke out, which raged 
with great fury among the dry and combustible 
materials of which their tents were made. It was 
ascribed to the anger of the Lord, and ceased at 
the prayer of Moses. Not long after (at a place 
subsequently called Kibroth Hattaavah) discontent 
and mutiny began to spread in the camp. Thi) 
manna, on which they had long fed, began to pall 
upon the taste. With something of that feeling 
which reminds us of sailors who have been long at 
sea, they began to remember the flesh, the fish, 
and particularly the juicy and cooling fruits and 
vegetables which abounded in Egypt; a species 
of lotus, a favourite food among the lower orders ; 
and the water melon, the great luxury of southern 
dimates. The discontents rose so high that, to 
sbrengthen the authority <^ the leader, a permanent 
council of seventy elders was appointed : the mo^ 
del, and as -the Jews assert, ^e origin, of their 
famous Sanhedrim. Still Mosea doubted whether 
it might not be necessary to satisfy the mutinous 


142 HI8TOBT or XHS JBWB. 

spirits by slaying all the floeka and herda» vvUcb 
had hitherto been religioudiy reserved for saerl* 
fices. By divine comn^id he promised an immeh 
diate supjAy o£ food, but at the same time framed 
them of fatal consequences which would attend th« 
ffratification of their appetites. Quails i^ain fell 
m great abundance around the camp ; hut immeM 
diately on this change of diet, or even before» if 
we are to receive the account to the strict letter, 
a dreadful pestilence broke out. It has been 
suggested that quails feed on hellebore and other 
poisonous plants, and may thus become most per* 
nicious and deadly food. The place was called 
Kibroth Hattaavah, the graves of the greedy after 
food. During the height of thia mutiiiy the leader 
received unexpected assistance from two ycHmg 
men, Eldad and Medad, who of their own aecora 
began to prophesy, to speak in the name of Grod, 
or to testify their rdigious zeal by some peculiar 
and enthunasdc language. Far from reproving 
with jealous indignation these intruders on hia 
own spiritual function, the prudent leader coaaof 
mended their zeal, and expressed his deaire that 
it might spread throughout the nation. 

At their next stage new difficulties arose — 
jealousy and dissension within the family of the 
lawgiver. Miriam^ the sister of Moses, who, fironi 
the prominent part she took in the rejoicings <m the 
shore of the Red Sea, seems to have been the sen 
knowledged head of the female commmsiiy , founds 
or supposed herself supplanted in dignity by the 
Arabian (Ethiopian) wife of Moses — ^whether Zi^ 
porah or a second wife is not quite clear. Aazoo 
espoused her quarrel; but Moses vindicated at 
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OBoot his own antlaoiily and the impiutiality of the 
kw. The mutsnous Miriam was smitten with 
Iqprosy^ and cast, like a common peison^ out of 
the »a»p» till she shoidd ha^e completed the kgsl 
tetm of punfieatioiu 

At length the nation arrived on the southern 
fiontier of the promised land> at a place called 
Kadeah Bamea. Their wanderings are now drawn 
to an end, and they are to reap the rew«rd of all 
their toil and sufifering, the final testimony of the 
dsvine &Toar. Twelve spies, one from each trihe, 
are sent oat to make ohservations ott the fruitfid- 
nesa of the land, the character of the inhahiteots, 
and the strength of their fortifications. Among 
these the most distinguished are Caleh, of the 
tribe of Judah, and Joahua, of Ephraim. During 
the Ibrty days of dieir ahsence the assemhled 
pec^e anxiously await their return; and at l«aath 
they are seen advancing towards the camp^ loaded 
with delicious fruits» for it was now about the thoe 
of the vintage. In one respect their report is most 
aaiiafiictory : Canaan had undergone great improve* 
ment since the time when Ahrimam and Jacob had 
psstured their flocks in the open and unoccufxied 
plaina. The vme, the olive, the pomegranate and 
die fig, were cuUivated with great success ; and the 
tifdi sample which they bear — a bunch of gr^>es, 
afattost as much as two men can carry, suspended 
ficmn n pole, with figs and pomegranates — oonfiim 
dMsr cheering narrative. But, on the other hand, 
the imtellwence overwhelms the whole people ^th 
terror. These treasures were guarded by fierce 
and warlike tribes, not likely to abandon their 
native plains without an obstinate and bloody, con- 
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test. • Their cities were stron^y fortified; &nd\ 
above all, nearly the first enemies they wookL 
have to encounter would be men of colossal sta^ 
ture, the descendants of the gigantic people, eele<* 
brated in their early national traditions, people 
before whom they would be as grasshoppers. 
The inhabitants of Egypt are in general of smaR 
stature ; and the same causes which tended to the 
rapid increase of the Jewish people in that country 
were unfavourable to ' their height and vigour. 
But, worse than this, their long slavery had d€H 
based their minds : their confidence in the divine 
protection gave way at once before their sense of 
physical inferiority, and the total deficiency . of 
moral courage. * ** Back to Egfipt" is the general 
cry. The brave Joshua and Caleb in< vain reprove 
the general pusillanimity ; their own lives are in 
danger ; and, in bitter disappointment, the gresi 
lawgiver perceives that a people aocustomed to 
the luxuries of a relaxing climate, and inm'ed to 
slavery from their birth, are not the materials from 
which he can construct a bold, conquering and it^ 
dependent nation. But his great mind is equal 
even to those dispiriting circumstances ; and in all 
the wonderfid history of the Jews perhaps nothing 
is more extraordinary than his conduct on ^m 
trying occasion. The decision is instantaneously 
formed ; the plan of immediate conquest at onee 
abandoned; the people are commanded, on die aa> 
thority of God, to retreat directly from the borders 
of the promised land. They are neither to return to 
Egypt, nor assail an easier conquest; but they aro 
condemned to wander for a definite period of-forty 
years in the barren and dismal regions through 
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udMch tkkcy had marched. No hope is held out 
that their lives shall he prolonged ; they are dis- 
tinetly assured that not one of them shall receive 
those. hlesKings, on the promise of which they had 
aonr^idered diemselves to the gjuddance of JVioaes, 
abandoned Egypt and traversed the wilderness. 
£ven Moses himself^ at the age of eighty, acqui- 
joa^es in the discouraging apprehension, that he 
pever shall enjoy the reward of his honourable 
and patriotic ambition — the pride and satisfaction 
of seeing his republic happily established in the 
land of Canaan. A desperate access of valour, or 
an iotpatient desire of beholding once at least the 
pleasant land, in vain repressed by their leader, 
Iffought the Hebrews into collision with their ene- 
mies. Those who ascended the hill, were fiercely 
assailed by the native warriors, and driven back 
to the main body with great loss. Nothing re- 
foained but in sulleoi resignation to follow their 
inexorable leader into that country in which they 
vpei^ to spend their lives and find their graves — 
the desert. 

Yet, however signal this evidence of the au- 
thority acquired by Moses over the minds of 
the people, the first incident during the retreat 
showed a dangerous and widely-organised plan of 
jc^bellion. A fi>nnidable conspiracy wa& made to 
wreat the supreme civil power from Moses, and 
the {Kriesthood. firom his brother. Korah, a Levite 
of the xace of Kohath, annouuced himself as the 
competitor of the latter : Dathan, Abiram and On, 
all descended from Reuben, rested their claim to 
pre-eminence on the primogeniture of their an- 
cestor— >the fi^rfeiture of whose title they did not 

VOL. I. L 
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fteknowledge: !S50 of tke eliielbiiAs emmgmi m 
the rebellion. Moses confideiltlyaj^pealeia to €M, 
and rested his own daim, and that of hia brodiefi 
on the issue. The earth suddenly opened, aoMi 
swallowed up the tesits of the Reubenite mxi^daeen, 
Korah and his abetters were struck dead. by^ fins 
from heaven. The people, instead of bdng over* 
awed and confounded by these dreadM emeots^ 
expressed their pity and in^^atioii. The'pla§ae 
immediately broke out, by which 14,700 peri^mU 
Another mirade left Aaron in undisputed poaae** 
sion of the priestly office. Twelve rods, one fiir 
the prince of each tribe, were laid up m 4he taibar^ 
nacle : that of Aaron alone budded, and pi^diioai 
the flowers and firuits of a living branch of^^he 
almond tree. 

Of the Hebrew history durmg the pdriod^4)f 
thirty^eight yearsj passed in the wildeniess, nodiii^ 
is known except the names of their stations.^ 
Most of these prdliably were ki the elevated -diii^ 
trictardund Mount Sinai, which is about tlnvty 
miles in diameter, the most fruitful and habitaUe 
part of the peninsula. Hiere* llio tribes, would 
find water, and pasture for their floeka and ^^wi/^ 
Their own kbours and tnkffic with 4Jie ^arKvawi^ 
wbach crossed this region, would aappiy' m > at >rf 
their wants. In short, t^eir kle was that of 4iie 
Bedouins of the desert. ■ r 

An opinion, advanced < by £vnebiuB,-liafi ^b&eik 
recently revived — that, during l^s tune, ihit great 

. * Burckhardt expre3ses his cegiet, jtbat the old Hebi-ew names 
of places in this region have almost invariably g;iven place to 
more modem Arabian ones; 
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tgy^iiim oonquerory Sesostris^ mounted the tbro9e» 
^M^extended nit rieftoxiou* arsw over a gr^at part 
q£ the world. Should future dwoQveries in the. 
hi ew ^y p hical Uteralure of Egypt throw light on 
tUs aulgeet, it would be a remarkable &ct» th^t 
tbe laraelites should have eecaped, in the unas^ 
saSabie desert,. the conquering and ay.enging power 
of their former maetera. 

■ At 'length, when the former generation had gra* 
dually sunk into the grave, and a new race had 
sprung up, trained to ^e bold and hardy habita 
of the wandering Arabrr^when the free air q£ the 
desert had inv^orauted their frames, and the oanker 
ef slavery had worn out of tlieir minds — while they 
retained much of the arts and knowledge aqquired 
m Eg^pt; the Hebrew nation suddenly appeared 
again at Kadesh, the same point on the southern 
fifimtier of Palestine frem which they had retreated. 
At iliis ^ace Miriam died, and was buried with 
gceat honour. The whole camp was distressed 
mm want of water, and was again mi|-aculously 
supplied. Here likewise Moses himself betrayed 
hia nustruat in the divine^assiataoceA and the final 
sentence was issued, that he should not Us^d the 
imdon into the possession of the prcnni^ed land. 
Mai^ formidable diffioultiea e^po^ed their pen$* 
tiating into Ganaa» on this fri»itier# The country 
was mountainoua, the hills ccowned with strong 
£hA8, whieh, like Jerusalem* then Jebus, long de- 
fied their arms, and were not finally subdued till 
the reign of David. It was not the mgst fruitfttl 
or inviting district of the land : part of it was the 
wild region where David afterwards maiptained 

himself with, ins freebooting comp^ionub when 

l2 
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persecuted by Saul. The gigantic daa about 
Hebron would be almost the first to oppose thenif^ 
and the Philistines "who occupied the coast, the 
most warlike of the tribes, might fall on their rear* 
They determine therefore to make a circuit; to pass 
round the Dead Sea, and, crossing the JordaSr 

i>roceed at once into the heart of me richest and 
east defensible part of the land. To effect this 
march they must cross the deep valley which, un- 
der the name of £1 Ghor and £1 Araba, extends 
from the foot of the Dead Sea to the gulf of 
£lath« On the eastern side of this valley rises a 
lohy and precipitous ridge, Mount Seir, stDl called 
Djebal Shera, traversed only by a few narrow de* 
files ; one only, called £1 Ghoeyr, passable by a 
large army. This ridge was occupied by the 
£domites ; and Moses sends to demand free pas* 
sage through the country under a strict promise 
to keep the high way (the Ghoeyr), and commit no 
ravage or act of hostility. Wlule this negotiation 
was pending, one of the Cfanaanitish chieftains, Arad, 
made a bold and sudden attack on their outposts. 
He was repulsed, pursued into his own country, 
and some of his towns taken. B\it this advantage 
did not tempt them to alter their plan ; and when 
the £domites not merely revised, but appeared in 
great force to (^pose their passage, no alteraative 
reihained but to march southward along the valk^ 
£1 Araba, and turn the ridge where it is very iaw> 
close to the branch of the Red Sea. Before they 
commenced this march Aaron died, and was buried 
on Mount Hor. His place of burial is still pointed 
out by the natives with every appearance of truth. 
Josephus fixe^ the ppsition of Mount Hor a short 
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fiistanoe to the west of Petra, the capital of the 
Nfibathean Arabs. The ruins of this city were 
dtseovered by-Burckhardt, and, exactly in die po* 
sition pointed out by the Jewish historian, he was 
^lown the burying-place of Aaron. Marching 
dong the valley, due south, the Israelites arrived 
at a district dreadftdly infested by serpents. An 
adjacent region, visited by Burckhardt, is still 
dangerous on this account. Moses caused a ser- 
pent of brass to be made ; by stedfastly gazing on 
which whoever wa^i bitten recovered. 
' From the end o£ the ridge, near the gulph of 
Elatby their march turned northward. The £do-« 
mkesy taken in flank on the open side of their 
country, ofiered no resistance, and the army ad- 
vancea into the territory of the Moabites. This 
tribe had been weakened by an unsuccessful war 
agaiiist the Amorites, their northern neighbours, 
who had pushed their own frontier to the river 
Amon. The Israelites passed without opposition 
through the district of Moab, till they reached 
that stream, now called the Modjeb, which flows 
ia n deep bed with steep and barren banks. Before 
they vicMated the territory of the Amorites, they 
sent a peaceful message to Sihon, their king, re- 
questing firee passage on the same terms ofiered 
to the Edomites. The answer was warlike: a 
bloody battle took place, which decided the fate 
of tlie Amoritish kingdom; and the victorious Is- 
raelites advanced to tbe brook Jabbok, which di^ 
vided the Amorites from the Ammonites, who lay 
to the eastward, and Bashan which extended along 
the banks of the Jordan, and the lake of Gen- 
nesareth. Og, the chieftain of the latter district, 
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wte of a gigantic statures. His inm bedstead^ okr 
die iron framework of the divan oh which he itted 
to recline^ was nine feetlbng.* But the terror of 
these formidable antagonists had now passed. Og 
was defeated, his cities wfere taken^ Argob, hfai 
capital fell: and thus twbdeciuTe battles made the 
Israelites masters of the whole ekst^fn bank t)f the 
Jordan, and of the lake of Gennesarethk StiU the 
promised land remained nnattempted, and the eonr* 
querors drew near the rirer, at no ^eat distance 
above its influx mto the Dead 8ea, in a level dia- 
trici, belonging to the Moabites, nearly opposite to 
Jericho. 

The Moabites hitheHo had made no rtaistanoa : 
nbw, in the utmost iq>prehensioa, they sent to en-^ 
treat succour £tom tjDeir more powerftu neighbours, 
the -tribes of Midian; who were* scattered in dif^^ 
ferent parts of northern Arabia, btit - lliy in the 
greatest strength to the eoudi-elsat of Moab, be^ 
yohd the line on which the Israelites had ad- 
vanced. Their messengers recotmted the fearful 
numbers of the invadetis in language singulwrly 
expressive to a peo]^6 of herdsmen. They shM 
Uck up all that i$ round abdka tw, ns the ox ticketh 
up the grass. But they looked ior more efiective 
succour than the armed squadrons of Midian. The 
march of the Israelites had rather the appearimoe 
of a religious procession than of a warlike mvasion. 
In the centre of the camp, instead of the suikip* 
tuous pavilion of their emir or king, aros& the con* 
secrated tent of their God. Their leader openly 
avowed a sacred and inspired character. Their 

* The cubit here is not the sacred cubit, one foot nine 
inches long, but the natural cubit. 
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buttle-cry denouneed their adversaries as the ene^ 
iBies M)£ their God, who was to arise and scatter 
diem» Would the gods of Moab and Midian, who 
seem to ha^e been dosdy connected in their reli- 
^tua belief, interfere in their behalf? Could not 
some &vourite of heaven be found who might 
bcdaaee the fortunes of the Hebrew chieftain, and 
rescue the natives from their otherwise inevitable 
servitude? There lived near the river Euphrates 
areli^ous man^ whose reputation for sanctity ex* 
tended through all the tribes between that river 
and the Jordan. The imprecations of Balaam 
might arrest that tide of victory, which the prayers 
and saerifiees of Moses had obtained for his people ; 
the ctisheartaaed warriors, under the influence of 
their own prophet, would take courage to encounter 
agaia the herce enthusiasm of the invaders; and in 
the strength and under the protection of their own 
deities^ the contest might be , renewed with con^ 
fidenee of success* But Balaam at once rejects 
the invitation of Babk, king of Moab, and declares 
that the God of the Israehtes forbade him to take 
part against them. Again, the Moabites send a 
more urgent request by ambassadors of still higher 
rank, accompanied with gifts £ur more costly than 
they had c^red, as the customary present, on the 
former occasion. At first Balaam refuses, alleging 
the same insuperable reason, the interdictk>n laid 
upon Imn by tiie powers of heaven. At lencth he 
fiOBSeiits to set fcMrth, and Balak, king of Moab, 
rece&vea him with the highest honour in one of his 
frontier cities. But the prophet came not with 
the laity mien and daring language of an inter-* 
preter df the Divine VfSU confident in the succiess 
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of his oracular predictions. Strange prodigies* li» 
related, had arrested him oa his journey; an angel' 
had appeared in his way ; the beast on which he 
rode had spoken with a human voice, and whether 
favourable or un&vourable to the cause of Baiak, 
he could only utter what he was commanded frotti 
on high. Balak first led him to an eminence 
sacred to the God of the country; here the kmg 
and the prophet built seven altars, a mystical nmn'^ 
her, sacred among many people, and on each altav 
offered a bullock and a ram. Balaam then retired 
apart to another holy and perhaps more open emi- 
nence, to await the inspiration. He cast his eyes 
below ; he saw the countless multitudes of the Jb* 
raelitish tents whitening the whole plain to an im- 
mense distance. Awe-struck, he returned to the 
king, and in wild oracular poetry, began to foietell 
the splendid fortunes of the people whom he wes 
called upon to curse. Balak carried him to another 
eminence, where, as if he apprehended that the 
numbers of the enemy had appalled the mind of die 
prophet, he could only see a part of their camp. 
Again the sacrifice is offered, again the prophet 
retires, and comes back unfolding, in still mote 
vivid strains, the irresistible might of the people 
whose cause God so manifestly espouses. A thud 
time the trial is made. On the mountain, whidi 
was the sanctuary of Peor, or from which, as his 
most sacred place, the great national Grod received 
his name, a third sacrifice is offered. But here 
the prophet did not, as before, retire to perform 
his private rites of divination. The trance lell 
on him at once, and he broke out in admiration o£ 
the beautiful order in which the tents of Israel 
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mivsemyedf mafoified their force, and foretold 
thar unintemipted career of victory. In vain the 
Idog remonstrated. The language assumed a still 
bigher strain and a more mysterious import, the 
gkiry of Israel, the total discomfiture of all their 
adversaries, was the burthen of bis song. On the 
one side he beheld the mighty and regular army 
of Israel, on the other the few and scattered troops 
oC some of the native tribes. On the latter he de- 
noanced ruin and destruction, oa the former the 
rtnost splendid destiny which prophetic • language 
oould unfold. The general bekef of the Jews hat 
dwelt on these mysterious words, / shall see Aifn^ 
hut not naWf I shall behold Atm, hut not nigh; 
there jhaU come a star out of Jacobs and a sceptre 
(mt of Israeli as foretelling that great king and 
oonqueror, the Messiah, who was to discomfit 
tlie enemies of the Jewish people, and establish 
tbeir universal and permanent dominion. 

But the perverse and venal mind of Balaam was 
litde affected by his own . predictions, he gave ad* 
yice to the native princes more &tal than all his 
ia^ecations could have been. . While the Israelites 
lay stiU encamped under the acacia groves in the 
plains fiear the Jordan, the festival of the Midian*- 
ites approached, in which their maidens were ac- 
customed to prostitute themselves, like the Baby- 
lenians and others of the eastern tribes, in honour 
of their deity. To these impure and flagitious 
ntes, celebrated probably with voluptuous dances 
a&d efieminate music, the Israelites are invited: 
Iky fail into. the snare, they join in the idolatrous 
sacrifices, partake of the forbidden banquets, wor<N 
fiUp the false gods, even their princes are cort 
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rupted^ aikd the contagion reaches the 
Zimri, a Simeonite of high rank, publicly leads* io 
hid tent the daughter of a Midiamtish chieftaiiii 
in this dangerous emergency, the conduct of the 
hiwgiver is, as usual, prompt and decisive. T]9« 
judges are commanded to pronounce the capital 
sentence enacted in the law. Phineas, the sob of 
Eleazlir, the high prie^, seized with holy indigi* 
nation, transfixes the Simeonite and his miatreas 
in each others arms. No sooner had this been 
done, than a pestilence broke out in the camp, by 
which S4,000 persons died. The tribes of Midian 
paid a dreadful penalty for this insidious and iuv> 
provoked attempt on the prosperity of the Israeir 
ites. 1 ^,000 chosen warriors, 1 ,000 from each tribes 
made a rapid descent on their country, carried bt 
and sword into every quarter, destroyed thtax 
towns, slew their kings, cut c^-all their males witli 
the sword, not sparii^ those of their women who 
had been the cause of the war, and reserving only 
the young female virgins, as slaves. In the genend 
massacre fell Balaam the prophet. The booty in 
eatde and slaves was immense; 675,000 sheep, 
7^,000 beeves, 6I;000 asses, dS,000 female slavea. 
This was divided into two equal portions, one half 
assigned to the combatants, the odier to the icet 
of the people. From the share of the combatants 
a five hundredth part, a fiftieth part from that of 
tiie people, was deducted for the sacred treasury 
(Committed to the care of the priests and Levitesw 

Afler this conquest some of the Israelites b^an 
to diink that they had done enough. The tribes 
of Reuben and Gad, addicted to a pastoral life, 
and rich in flocks and herds, could denre no £aix» 
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ym s Cd sktfi than the luxuriant meadows of Baghan, 
9tid the sloping pastures of GUead. They de- 
manded their portion of the land on the east of the 
Jordan* The lawgiver assented to their request 
SB the condition that their warriors, leaving their 
ivtmien and their flocks behind, should cross the 
riVerf a^d assist their brethren in the conquest of 
Palestiiiet Accordingly the whole conquered ter«- 
rttory was. assigned to Ueuben, Gad, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh* 

At length the termination of the forty years 
spproached, the appointed period at which the 
Im^ites were to enter into the promised land. 
B«t the triumph of the people was to be precede^ 
by dke death of the lawgiver. He was to behold^ 
not to enter the promised land* Once he had 
mpned from want of confidence in the Divine 
assistBiitse; the penalty affixed to his offence was 
BOW exacted. As his end approached, he sum* 
ikKHied the assembly of all Israel to receive his 
final instructions- His last thoughts were the wel- 
fiu*e of the commonwealth, and the permanence of 
the constitution. Already the people had been 
numbered for the third time, they were found not 
fio have increased ot decreased very materially 
siaoe the departure firom £gypt« Moses recounted 
their whole eventful history since their deliverance, 
their toils, their dangers, their triumphs; he rec- 
apitulated and consolidated in one brief code, the 
book of Deuteronomy, the whole law, in some de- 
gree modified and adapted to the future circum- 
stances of the republic. Finally he appointed a 
solemn ratification of the law, which iQthough it 
was not to take place, nor did take place, till afler 
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the conquest ; yet is so deeply impressed witli ih(^ 
genius and lofty character of the lawgiver, that it 
may be better to relate it here, than at the time, 
when it was fulfilled under the direction of Josliiia. 
Never did human imagination conceive a scene 
so imposing, so solemn, so likely to impress the 
whole people with deep and enduring awe, as th(^ 
final ratification of their polity, as commanded by 
the dying lawgiver. In the territory, afterward^ 
assigned to the tribe of Ephraim, a central region, 
stand two remarkable mountains, separated by 
a deep and narrow ravine, in which the ancient 
Sechem, the modern Naplous, stands. Here all 
Israel was to be assembled, six tribes on one 
height, six on the other. In the open day, and in 
a theatre, as it were, created by the God of nature 
for the express purpose, after a sacrifice offered on 
an altar of stones, the people of Israel testified theif 
free and deliberate acceptance of that constitution, 
which their God had enacted. They accepted it 
with its inseparable conditions, maledictions the 
most awful, which they imprecated on their owii 
heads, in case they should apostatize from its sta^^ 
tutes — blessings, equally ample and perpetual, if 
they should adhere to its holy and salutary provi- 
sions. The tjrpe of either destiny lay before them: 
•Mount Ebal was a barren, stony, arid, and desolate 
crag; Gerizim, a lovely and fertile height, witli 
luxuriant verdure, streams of running water, and 
cool and shady groves. As God had blasted Ebal, 
so he would smite the disobedient with barrennesst, 

* Whether the sacrifice was offered on Ebal or Gerizim was 
a question long contested with the greatest acrimony by the 
Jews and Samaritans, each appealing to th^r own copy of the 
law. 
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biw^r, and misery ; as he crowned Gerizim witl^ 
be«uty and fruitfulness, so he would bless the 
faithful Israelites with abundance, with peace, with 
happiness^ On Mount Ebal — as the Levites read 
the heads of the prohibitory statutes, and de« 
nounced the curse against the idolater, the op- 
pressor, the adulterer, the unnatural son, the in- 
cestuous, the murderer -r-the tribes of Reuben^ 
Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and . Napthali, with 
one voice, which was echoed back from the oppo- 
site height, responded Amen, so be it. On Gerizi^i 
stood the tribes of Simeon,> Levi, Judah, Issachar» 
Joseph, and Benjamin; as the blessings of the law. 
were recited, to give the same unreserved assent. 

Having thus appointed all the circumstances of 
this impressive scene; the lawgiver himself en- 
larged on the blessings of obedience ; but with a 
dark and melancholy roreboding of the final destiny 
of his people, he laid before them still more at lexigth 
the consequences of apostacy and - wickedness. 
The sublimity of his denunciations surpasses anyr 
thing in the oratory or the poetry of the whole world. 
Nature is exhausted in furnishing terrific images ; 
nothing, excepting the real horrors of the Jewish 
history — ^the miseries of their sieges, the cruelty, 
the contempt, the oppressions, the persecutions, 
which for a^es this scattered and despised and 
detested nation have endured — can approach the 
tremendous maledictions which warned them 
against the violation of their law. The Lord shall 
4miU thee with a conmmptum^ and with a fever ^ and 
with an ir^mmation, and with an extreme burning, 
and with the sward, and with blasting, and with 
mildew f ami they shall pursue thee until thou perish. 
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And the heaven that i$ over M^ head shaU be turmti^ 
and the earth that i$ under thee iron* The LmA 
ihall make the ram of thy land powder mnd doHf^ 
from heaven shM it come down upom thee tiU thou 

be destroyed And thou $haU become an unto^ 

niehmekti and a proverb^ and a bymord among aU 
nations whither the Lord shall lead thee, A iMrtfaM 

of fierce countenance shall besiege thee in eM 

thy gates and thou shall esA thefrmt of tkim 

Ofvn body, the flesh of thy sons and thy daughte^^y 
which the Lord thy God Mth given thee^ in the siege 
and m the straitness wherewith thine enemies shM 

duress thee* And among the nations 9kedl 

thou find no ease, neither shall the sole ^ihyf^ot 
have rest; for the Lord shall give thee there a 
trembling hearty and fail^g of eyes^ and sorrow ef 
inind; and thy life smU hang in doubt before thee^ 
and thou shall fear day ami night, and shaU haiae 
none assurance of thy life. In the morning thou ehaii 
say. Would Ood it were even / 4md at even- thou 
shaU say. Would God it were mtirmng! for the fear 
ef thine heart wherewith thou shall fear, and for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shaU sie. The Mijad 
ofour history must furnish a most awfol cotam^it 
on th^e terrific denunciations. 

And now closing at length his admonitioiis, hii 
warnings, and his exhortations to repentanee«<«<i' 
having renewed the covenant with the whole 
nation, from the highest to the lowest, from the 
wince to the hewer of wood and drawer nf waUr^f^ 
naving committed the law to tke custody of thft 
Levites, and appointed the vidiant Jodiua as \m 
Successor — finidly, having enriched ^ national 
]>oetry with an ode worthy of him who compOatd 
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tke Iman of triumph hy ^e Red Sea— Moses 
asfle&ded the loftiest eminence in the neighbour- 
hood, IB order that he might once behold, before 
his. eyes closed for ever, the land of promise. 
Fxnm tbe top of Mount Abarim, or Nebo» the 
former of which names may perhaps be traced in 
D^dbel Attarous, the highest point in the distriett 
flue lawgiireT, .whose eyes were not yet dimmed# 
and vrha had suffered, none of the infirmities of 
age, might survey a large tract of coun^« To 
t£e. right lay the mountain pastures of Gileiad, the 
wimantir. district of Bashap; the windings of the 
Jordan might be traced, along its broad and level ^ 
ndfeyy tin, aknost beneath his feet, it flowed into 
the Dead Sea. To the north spread the luxuriimt 
pieina of Eadraelon^ the more hilly yet fruitAil 
ooontry of Lower G^alilee. Right opposite stood 
the.vC3ty of Jericho, embowered in its groves of 
ftalaas-^beyoiid it the mountains of Judsea, rising 
abore each other till they reached the sea. Gazing 
on this ma^ifiooit. proiqpeGt, beholding b pror- 
pfaetic anticipation his great and happy dHnmoU" 
wealth occupying its numerous towns and bloom** 
ing fidds, Moses breathed his last. The plaee of 
his burial was unknown, lest perhaps the impious 
gratitiide of his followers might asoibe cuvine 
faooiours to his name, and. assemble to worship at 
his sepulchre^ 

BuA was the end of the. Hebrew lawgiver*"T« 
ottQ who, considered merely in an. historical Ught, 
without any reference to his divine inspiradon, has 
exercased a more extensive and permanent influf- 
tece OT«r the destinies of his own nation and man*' 
kad at ku^e, than .any.jother mdividual recorded 
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in the annals of the world. Christianity and Ma- 
hometanism alike respect, and, in different degrees, 
derive their origin from the Mosaic institutes. 
Thus throughout Europe, with all its American 
descendants — the larger part of Asia and the north 
of Africa — the opinions, the usages, the civil as 
well as religious ordinances — retain deep and in- 
delible traces of their descent from the Hebrew 
polity. To his own nation Moses was chieftain, 
historian, poet, lawgiver. He was more than all 
these — ^he was the author of their civil existence. 
Other founders of republics, and distinguished 
legislators, have been, like Numa, already at the 
head of a settled and organized community ; or 
have been voluntarily invested in legislatorial au- 
thority, like Charondas, Lycurgus, and Solon, by 
a people suffering the inconveniences of anarchy. 
Moses had first to form his people, and bestow on 
them a country of their own, before he could create 
his commonwealth. The Hebrews would either 
have been absorbed in the population of Egypt, or 
remained a wretched Pariah caste, had Moses never 
lived. In this condition he took them up, rescued 
them from captivity: finding them unfit for his 
purpose, he kept them for forty years under the 
severe discipline of the desert; then led them as 
conquerors to take permanent possession of a most 
fruitful region. Yet with singular disregard to his 
own fame, though with great advantage to his^de- 
dgn, Moses uniformly referred to an earlier and 
more remote personage the dignity of parent of his 
people. The Jews were children of Abraham> not 
of Moses; they were a distinguished nation as 
descendants of the patriarch, not as compatriots 
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of (the lawgiver. The virtue of pure and disin- 
terested patriotism never shone forth more uii- 
doiided. The permanent happiness of the whole 
people was the one great object, to which the lilb 
of Moses was devoted ; so that, if we could for an 
ina:ant suspect, that h^ made tf^iEr^Xeligion for 'a 
political purpose, Hill ^a^ purpose would entitle 
hiiti to the highest rank among the benefactors of 
maiikind, as having been the first who attempted to 
reflate society by an equal written law. If God 
wa|( not the sovereign of the Jewish state, the law 
was : the best and only safe vicegerent of Almighty 
Providence, to which the welfare of human com- 
muxiities can be intrusted. If the Hebrew com- 
monwealth was not a theocracy, it was a nomo- 
l^cracy- On the other hand, if, as we suppose in 
vFTtlie Mosaic polity, the civil was subordinate to the 
vl\ religious end, still the immediate well-being of the 
l||coniinunity was not sacrificed to the more remote 
I object. Independent of the temporal blessings 
I promised to the maintenance of the law, the He- 
fbrew commonwealth was so constituted, as to 
V produce (all circumstances of the times, the situa- 
\ tion, and character of the people considered,) as 
much or more real happiness and independence than 
any existing or imaginary government of ancient 
times. Let Moses be judged according to his 
age, he will appear, not merely the first who, by 
bis single genms, founded a commonwealth on just 
principles ; but a lawgiver who advanced political 
society to as high a degree of perfection, as the 
state of civilization which his people had attained, 
or were capable of attaining, could possibly admit. 

VOL. I. M 
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The- lawgiver had done his part, the warrior 
succeeded to. the administratioii of affairs, and to 
the directing intercourse with Diyme Providence. 
For thirty days Israel lamented the death of 
Moises, and then prepared themselves to fulfil his 
dying instructions. The . first military operation 
of Joshua" was to send spies. to .gidn intelligence, 
and to survey the strength of Jericho, th^ most 
powerful city neai the place where he proposed to 
cross the Jordan. The spies entered the city, and 
took: up their lodging in the house -of a woman 
who kept a public caravansary. The king sent to 
apprehend them^ bnt Riahab, the- mistress of the 
house, struck, with' religious terror at the conquests 
of. the Jews, andtaaknowledging the superiority of 
their God^ conceakd thenvand iprovidea them with 
means of escape, letHn|f>tfaem:aowb the city wall, 
on iiriiiefa* her -house stood, and directing them to 
fly by the opposite road to that whdch their pursuers 
hub taken*. I^e received a promise, that on the 
capture of ; the city the 'lives of herself and her 
fimilys'shovild' be spared; She was commanded to 
mark? her' house >by a^scailet line hanging from the 
win d ow . The spies brought* word' that the sue- 
oesff of the • Heibrewvarms; had' struck terror into 
the' native princes; and Joshua immediately gave 
oiders to. effect the passase of the river. The 
entrance intOi the promisedt land was made with 
suitable solemnity, not in the usual order of march. 
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Instead of occupying its secure central position^ 
the ark of God, borne by the Levites, advanced fb 
the van. This was a bold and dangerous measure. 
Joshua had no security against a sudden move* 
ment or a secret ambush of the enemy, which 
might surprise the sacred coffer, and thus annihi- 
late the hopes/by extinguishing the religious cou'- 
rage of the people. The ark moved forward to 
the bank of the river; the whole army — ^fbr the 
warriors of Reuben, Gad, and half Manassel^ 
leaving their families and flocks behind, assembled 
in the common enterprize — ^followed at the dis- 
tance of more than three-quarters of a inile. In 
the spring, the Jordan is swollen by the early 
rains, and by the melting of the snow on Mount 
Lebanon. In its ordinary channel, it is described 
by Pococke as about as broad as the Thames at 
W indsor, deep and rapid ; but, during its inunda- 
tion, it forms a second bed, of much greater width, 
the boundaries of which, according to Maundrell, 
may be distinctly traced. It was now the season 
of the flood ; but no sooner had the priests, bear- 
ing the ark, entered the river, than the descending 
waters were arrested^ the channel became dry, ana 
the whole army passed in safety to the western 
bank. They encamped in a place named Gilgal ; 
there they kept the fortieth passover since its first 
institution in Egvpt. A rude monuinent, formed 
of twelve stones n'om the bed of the river, was set 
up to commemorate their wonderful passage ; afl 
who had not undergone circumcision were initiated 
by that rite into the commonwealth ; and here the 
manna, on which they had fed in the desert, entirely 
failed. 
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Palefltine was at this time governed by a multi** 
tude of petty independent kings, who were ap- 
palled by this suddien invasion, not of a hostile 
tribe in quest of plunder, or of a neighbouring 
monarch with the design of reducing the country 
to a tributary province; but of a whole people 
advancing with the obvious and avowed intention 
of obtaining a permanent settlement. The ex- 
traordinary circumstances, which attended the 
march of the Israelites, did not abate their fears. 
But their fears neither taught them prudence nor 
unanimity. At first they entered into no league to 
resist the common enemy ; each kingdom or city 
was left to make the best defence m its power. 
The atorm first broke upon Jericho, a city stand- 
ing at the extremity of a plain which slopes to the 
Jordan, encircled on every side by an amphitheatre 
of hills, which almost overhang it with their pre- 
cipitous cliffs. The inhabitants of Jericho pru- 
dently awaited behind their walls the approach of 
the enemy. To their surprise, no attempt was 
made to scale the walls, or force the gates. They 
saw what might seem a peaceful procession going 
regularly round the walls of the city. The army 
marched first, in total silence. In the rear came 
the ark, escorted by seven priests, blowing seven 
trumpets, made of rams' horns. For six succes- 
sive days this mysterious circuit took place; no 
y^oice was heard from the vast and breathless 
army — nothing but the shrill wailing of the trum- 
pet. On the seventh day, this extraordinary 
ceremony was repeated seven times. At the close 
of the last round,. the whole army on a sudden set 
up a tremendous shoiit, the walls of the city fell. 
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and the didfenceleBS people fotuid the triionplKUit 
enemy rushing along. thebr-strqetft. The slaughttt 
was promiscuoos jind unnpanhg ; not imevely hu* 
man life, but the beasts of lalbour were destroyiscL 
Rahab. alone escaped. The city was. devoted •>(» 
perpetual desolation^ and a maiedictioa imprecated 
upon the head> of him ° who should attempt to re-* 
build it. 

The capture of Jericho was of great importancey 
for the art of besieging towns,, however rudely 
fortified, was yet in its infancy; The cities to the 
east of the Jordan had surrendered in conseqtienee 
of pitched battles in the open field. Some of the 
hill fortresses, like Jerusalem, were not taken tiM 
the reign of David. 

In their next expedition > the Israelites sufFeied 
a sudden check. Three thousand men marched 
against the neighbouring city of Ai, but were re- 
pulsed with loss* The discomfiture implied the 
abandcmment of their cause by the great Giver of 
victory — their abandonment, guilt The lots were 
cast to discover the ofiender. The lot of con* 
demnatidn.fell on the tribe of Judah. Among the 
families of Judah it fell on the family of the Zar* 
hites^ — of that family on the household of Zabdi — 
of that household on Acfaan, the son of GaErnii: 

The criminal confessed that he had pniioined 
from the part of the booty consecrated to God» a 
rich garment of Babylonian work, and some silver. 
He was stoned, and his remains burned with fire. 

After this signal proof that no crime could 
escape detection, the army set forth, and by a 
stratagi^m became masters of Ai.- The main body 
approached .the city, and; when the enemy, em* 
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b Miemod by dieir fevmer suceess/ sadlmd foA 
agauist them, the Iffimelites, pveteh^in^' a siiddeA 
pattic, fled on all siikB.^ The ivarriors of Ai pur^ 
stfedi'biit'iuxviing back, saw inr utter amazement 
their ekymaiblaae. Joshua had |daoed 5000 men 
in ambush, who, rising at an apfMsinted signaH 
mihed on thui/town^ a»d, having set it on* fite, ad*' 
▼anced totdce thcr enemy in the rear, while Joshua, 
faoing aftKiut, attacked theni in front. The whok 
people -was exterminated, di^ir king hanged. 

llie great bo^ of the Israelites remained en^ 
camp^ at Gilgal, a central position. Hither in a 
short time came soi»6 travel-tainted men, with 
mouldy provisions; their wine^skins fldl of' rents; 
their shoes worn tfaroughi. They described them* 
s^es as conung from a distant country, where 
the fame> of the Jewish conquests had reached 
tfaem, to tender their humble submission. Thi^ 
Israelites incautiously consented to a treaty, but 
found shortly that th^y had been outwitted by tht 
iuhidiltaitts of Oibeon (a Cariaanitish city) and its 
dependent villa^eis, whidh lay at no great distance. 
The- tFeaty was hdd skcred, the lives of the 
Gibtonites spared ; but they wefre degraded intot 
a sort of slaves to 'the offlciatinsr priesthood, in 

at alate period in the history* ^ 

A league wds now formed among die southeiti 
princes^ of the Amoridsh race, fiVe in number^ 
headed by Adonibesek, King of Jerusalem, to 
r^eiij^e the defection of Gibeon, and' to arrest the 
further progress of the invadeits. They attacked 
the Gibeonites, who sent in all hasti^ to demand 
asaastainee* Joshua; by a rapid night-mal^h, M on 


170 HISTORY OF THB JBWS. 

the Canaanitas, defeated and pursued' tb^n- with 
immense slaughter, while a tremendous hail storm 
increased the panic and de8tructi<m of the flight. 
During this pursuit, took place that*mi»noraUe 
event, the arresting the sun and moon in their 
respective courses, at the prayer of Joshua, in 
order that he might complete the extermination of 
his flying enemies. Many learned writers, wh<»n 
to suspect of hostility to revealed religion would 
be the worst uncharitableness, have either doubted 
the reality or the extent of this miracle. Some 
have supposed the miracle only apparent, and 
have imagined a preternatural refraction of the 
sun's r^s afl»r it had really sunk below the hori- 
zon. The words ** about a whole day," during 
which the sun hasted not to go down, tney trans- 
late, '* after the day was finished." Others con- 
ceive that the whole is an highly-wrought poetical 
passage from the book of Jasher, (which there is 
good reason to believe was the great coUection of 
national lyrics,) and hence abounding, according to 
the genius of Hebrew poetry, with the most danng 
apostrophes, and delighting in figures drawn from 
the heavenly bodies. Those who contend for the 
literal acceptation of the miracle, urge, as its ob* 
vious purpose, the giving a death«-blow to die pre- 
vailing superstition of the country, the worship q{ 
the sun and moon. Nor can it be denied that 
there is something astcmishingly sublime in sup^ 
posing the deities of the conquered people thus 
arrested in their career, and forced to witness the 
discomfiture and contribute to the extirpatioo^ of 
their worshippers. 
After this victory, the conquest was rapid and 


a^ : 't^ fire kings had fled for refuge toa care, 
fibtn wbieh they were taken and put to death ; city 
after city fell, tribe after tribe, was exterminateoL 
losliua retumed to G^lgal, having completed the 
irobjugation of the souu as far as Graza, with the 
^c^tion of some of the strong fortresses. 
" The northern cMefbiins had lodked on with ira* 
pdlide indifference during the subjugation of the 
iottth ; they now saw die tide of conquest roll 
back upon themselves, and too late beean to pre** 
pare for their defence. They organized a power- 
ful confederacy, and pitched their camp near the 
waters of Merom, probably the Samachonite Lake, 
the first into which the Jordan flows. Their 
strength lay in their cavafary and chariots, which 
in the central plains and valleys of Palestine could 
act with greater effect than in the more rnoun- 
tainous district of the south. Joshua suddenly fell 
upon them, and one battle. dedded the fate of the 
whole regicn. The conqueror deHberately de- 
stroyed dl tibe chariots, and. maimed the horses; 
thus wisely incapacitating the people from extend- 
ing their conquests beyond the borders of Canaan. 
The war lasted, on the whole, seven years, the 
latter part of which was consumed in uie reduc- 
tion of the cities. During this period die seven 
nadmis — the Canaanites properly so called, the 
Amorites, the iiittites, the Hivites, the 6ir- 
gairhites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites — were 
entirely. subdued, though not ekdrpated; thirty- 
one kings had fallen under the sword. At the 
end of the seven years the Israelites grew weary 
of the war; they longed to enjoy the flruits of 
their victories. The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and 
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half- Ma&aMeh, impatiently demanded to be dw* 
missed to their finmlies and possessicms on thfe 
east of the Jordan. * Fbtally for the future peace 
of the commonwealth the war was suspended ; ti» 
ocmquest remained unfinished ; . many of the Cw* 
naanites remained within the Jewish territory^ 
ready on all occasions to wreak their vengeance 
on; their conquerors, and perpetnaMy weaning the 
Imsaelites from their own- pure and spiritual fsidk 
to the barbarous or liicentious rites of idolatry. 

The two first objects after the' conquest: were, 
first, the solemn recognitionr of the law on Mount 
Ebal and Oerizim, according 'to the last instme^ 
ttons of Moses. This scene took place with aH 
its imposing circumstances. Secondly, the 'survey 
and division of the land, with the location of the 
tribes; 

It is Inmost impossible' to calculate with' aoen- 
raey the' area of a country, the irontier of wfaidi is 
irregular on every side;. Lowman haa given tltf ee 
di£^eilt estimates of the extent of territory oocn* 
pied by the twdve tribes, the mean between, the 
two extremes approaches probably the neaxeBt to 
the truth. According to this' computation, the 
Jewish dominion^ at the time of the Division,* wa» 180 
miles^ long, by 160 wtde^ and contnned 14,9^6,006 
acres. *' This quantity of land will divide to 
600,000 menj about dl| acres* in property,* with a 
remainder of 1,976,000 acres for the Levitictd citiea^ 
the princes of tribes^ the heads of &milies, and 
odier pubho uses. Assuming- this estate- of 591^ 
acres, assigned to each household; of course* a 
larger proportion of pasture must have been given 
to those tribes who subsisted^on their herds asd 
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fUkn, than oinMe to those idio Ihred by tillage, 
die portioiis of. the latter, therefore, must be con« 
odmbly reduced. On the other hand, the extra- 
erdinary fertility of the . whole country must be 
td^en into the account. No part was waste ; very 
liltie was occupied by unprofitable wood ;- the more 
fertile hills were cultivated in artificial terraces, 
atbers were hung with orchards of firuit trees ; the 
wmte rocky and barren districts were covered- with 
vineyards. . Even in the present day, the wars and 
■ugDvemment of aaes have not exhausted the 
Bttiml richness of me soil. Galilee, says Malte 
Bnm, would be a paradise, were it inhabited by an 
industrious people, under an enlightened govern- 
ment No land could be less dependent on foreign 
UDpOKtaticHi; it bore within itself every -thing that 
could be necessary for the subsistence and comfort 
o£ a simfde agricultural people. The eKmate was 
heahhy, the seasons regular; the former rains, 
wiiieh fell about October, a^r the vintage, pre- 
pared the ground for the seed, the latter, 'wfiich 
pKvaQed during Mardi and the beginning of April, 
made it grow rapidly. Directly the rains ceased, 
tlie grain ripened with still greater rapidity, and 
was gadiered in ■ before the end of May. The sum- 
^r months, were dry and very hot» but the nights 
oool and refreshed by copious dews. In September, 
tlie vinti^ was gathered. Grain of all kinds, wheat, 
Wky, imllet, zea, and other sorts, grew ^miabund- 
anoe; the wheat commonly yielded thirty for one. 
Besides the vine and^ the olive, the almond, the 
date, figs of many kinds, the orange, the pomegra- 
nates, and many other fruit-trees, nourished in the 
paateat luxuriance^ Great quantity of honey was 
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eoDectecL The bafan tree, wluchpiodnoedtfi^apoir 
balMmuiD, a great object of trade, was jprobabiy 
intiodiioed finnn Arabia in the time d nokmofim 
It floomhed about Jeridio and in Gilead. 

By giving a ra^ sketch of the territory at*- 
signed to each tribe, we dmSL be enabled to afaoir 
t& poticica] divisions, the boundaries, the mam 
remarkable features in the general suz&oe of ite 
oonntry, and the producttoos most abundant lia 
eadi dtttrict. Commencing from the Trau9«n- 
danic possessions, tlie Isradites' southern borckr 
was the riv^ Arnon, which divided the land of die 
Hebrews from that of Moab. Here the tribe of 
Reuben received their allotment -^ die northttoi 
bank of the Arnon up to Aroer. It comprdiendedra 
large portion of the Ghor, or valley of the Jnrdwi 
Its chief cities Heshbon, Eleale, aiul Sibmah, were 
famous for their vines. All these townsstood inland 
in the more mountainous district. The ruiB»..€if 
many of them are still visible, and retain their im- 
cient names, Aroer (Arayr), Hesfahon (HesbonX 
Bleale (El Aal), Baal Me(»i (Myoim), Medeba 
([Madeba). The whole district is called die B«tt». 
The superiority of its pasturage over that of all 
southern Syria, is the cause that its possessioiiie 
still fiercely contested by the Arabs. The B^ 
douins have a saying, "Thou canst not find. '.a 
oountry like the Belka.*' The beef and nmttoft iif 
this district are preferred to all -others. The tak» 
of Gad was placed to the north of the Bcor- 
benites. It is almost impossible to trace dieir 
boundary to the south. Their land lay oo hoA 
sides of the Jabbok (the aoodem Zerka)» On tke 
aast it extended as fiv as Rabhalh AmmoPt «AGr- 
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i9Srdi l^hikdelpfaia. It contained all the east side 
of ^ valley of the Jordan up to the foot of the sea 
4f Oennesareth, and the soutnern part of the moun- 
tain range, called Gilead, the name of which, Dje* 
hudi is still found belonging to a ridge south of 
tile JaM)ok ; formerly, however, it extended to the 
iK&ole range from Lebanon to the land of Reuben. 
Bfr/ Buckingham was struck with the romantic 
icetiefy of this Strict. Gilead was celebrated for 
itflJoeks, dnd for goats with remarkably fine hair, 
to ^ich the tresses of the bride, in Hhe song of 
Soldmon, are compared. North again of Gad, wad 
'ftfli^ the half tribe of Manassen, occupying the 
«uMm shore of the lake of Gennesareth, the whole 
^f'Bashan, famous for its vigorous breed of cattle, 
iMd]^obably some part of the fertile corn-lands of 
tii& ancient Auronitis, the modern Haouran. This 
pttt of the tribe was under the command of Machir, 
^e-ieldest descendant of Manasseh. 

Within the borders of the promised land, the most 
Dattfaern point, at the foot of Lebanon, and near the 
foontain of the Jordan, was occupied by part of the 
tribe of Dan, who, finding themselves straitened in 
iheir quarters, migrated and took the town of Laish« 
which assumed the name of their tribe. Next came 
^pthali, its possessions probably running up into 
tlie delightful valleys of the Anti-Libanus. To 
Asher was assigned die sea coast, a long and narrow 
(^'of :land, from the firontiers of Sidon, all round 
nhe noble bay of Ptolemais, excepting where it 
^Mn» broken by part of the territory of Zebulun, to 
Cdimdi, including the mountain and part of the 
)^ valley at its foot. But the sea ports, Achzib 
(Soiii^a)- and Acco, (the celebrated Ptokmais, 
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ihe key of the c^untrj durmg ^ Crusaddft,) re- 
mained in the power of the old inhabitants. Tile 
tvibe of Zebulon stretched across the land, ^ivMi 
one extremity resting on the lake of Gennesareth, 
the other on the sea, in some part of the bs^ of 
Acco. Issachar, the other half of Manasseb, and 
Ephraim, lay in the same manner, one below the 
o&er, extending from the Jordan. to tjie Medittt- 
nnean. . On tl^ boarders of Zebuhin and Issaohor^ 
rose! the Mount Tabor» standing quite alone, onf the 
edge of the neat plain of Jesreel (Esdraelon), whioh 
is describe^ even in the ptesent.day^ as spreading 
out a boundless ^cpimse of the most luxurisffit 
^gsain, waring like.the sea. The portion of MamsBeh 
became more hUly. Ephraimi lay below a fertile, 
but: uneven, and in some parts mountainous, terri- 
tory. On its northern extremity rose £bal imd 
Qenaim, and to the south the Mount of Ephraim, 
a district in which were several passes of great 
importance in the military history of the Jews. 
Edbraim ranked as the most numerous and power- 
m of the northern tribes. Southward the sea 
coast and the western part of the inland district 
fell to the lot of Dan. Bei^amin took possession 
of the palm, groves and fertile phun of Jeridbo, 
spread over part of the valley of the Jordan and 
the head of the Dead Sea, and extended westward 
as far as Jehus, then a fortress in the possessiottof 
the enemy, afterwards Jerusalem. The rest of die 
south, to the borders of Edom, excepting a distsrict 
on the south-west about Ga2a, assigned to. Simeon, 
made the laise and opulent domain of the gfsat 
tribe of. Judim, to whom^he first lot had fallen. 
Qn the whole, the best .pastures, were on the east 
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9f jQcdao, the centralfdaiiiB wore the most pvodnc- 
tire com lands, the hills of Judah and Benjamin 
had the richest vineyards and olive grounds. 

The assignment of the di^rent estates, the ave- 
r2(ge of which we will assume at about twenty acres, 
«B a farther deduction should he made at this 
period on account of the unconquered parts of the 
territory, seems to have been left to the local go«- 
venudent of each tribe. Certain distinguished 
persons, as Joshua and Caleb, received grants of 
land larger than ordinary ; perhaps the heads of the 
tribes enjoyed a simiku: privilege ; but the whole 
land was subject to the ccmimon law of property. 
The great principle of this law was the inalienabi- 
lity of estate9. Houses in walled towns might be 
sold in perpetuity, if unredeemed within the year ; 
land only for a limited periods At the jubilee, 
every estate reverted, without repurchase, to the 
origmal proprietor. Even during this period, it 
might be redeemed, should the proprietor become 
ridi enough, at the value which the estate would 
produce during the years unelapsed before the 
jubilee. This remarkable Agrarian law secured 
the political equality of the people, and anticipated 
-all the mischiefs so fatal to the early repubhcs of 
Greece and Italy, the appropriation of the whole 
territory of the state by a rich and powerful landed 
<Aigarchy, with the consequent convulsions of the 
community, firom the deadly struggle between the 
patrician and plebeian orders. In die Hebrew state, 
the improvident individual might reduce himself 
and his family to penury or servitude, but he could 
not perpetuate a race of slaves or paupers. Every 
fifty years God, the King and Lord of the soil, as 
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it wcie reiimied the whole tenitoir|r,aBd fpcanfaed jl 
back in the same pordcHis to the descendants c^ the 
origipal posseasors* It is curious to observe in 
this earhest practical Utopia, the realization of 
MachiaTelli's great maxim, the constant renovatipn 
of the state according to the first princi{des of its 
constitution. The outline of this plan may have 
been Egyptian. The king of that country, during 
the adminLtration of Joseph, became poprietor of 
the whole land, and leased it out on a reserved 
rent of one-fifth, exactly the two-tenths or tithes 
paid by the Israelites* Thus the body of the peo- 
ple were an independent yeomanry, residing on 
their hereditary £um8, the boundaries of which re- 
mained for ever of the same extent ; for the re- 
moval o£ a neighbour's landmarii: was among the 
crimes a^^ainst .which the law uttered its severest 
malediction; an invasion of family property, that 
of Naboth's vineyard, is selected as the worst crime 
of a most tyrannical king; and in the decline of the 
state, the prophets denounce, with their sternest 
energy, this violation of the very basis of the com- 
monwealth. In this luxuriant soil, each man had 
the only capital necessary to cultivate his propeirty 
to the highest degree of productiveness, the iof 
dustry of nimself and his sons. Hence large pro- 
perties would by no means have increased the eaie- 
ral wealth, while they might have endangered the 
independence of the people. The greater danger 
to be apprehended in so populous a coui^ry, might 
seem to have been the minute subdivisions of the 
estates, as aU the sons inherited ; the eldest had a 
double portion. Females succeeded only in de&ult 
of males, and then under the restriction that they 
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ttiglit not many out of dmr own tribe. Yet tfak 
aioraivenienoe fleems never to have been practically 
felt, die land, thongb dooely, was never overpeo- 
)ded. Periods of fimoine are by no means comnKMi. 

The law against usury must not be omitted. It 
is well known how much the exactions from the 
poor, through the enormous rate of interest, added 
lo the pohtical inequalities^ evils atnd jealousies, 
which distracted Rome and Athens. The Hebrew 
kiwgiver antkdpated this evil likewise. He posi- 
tively prohibited, not merely usury, but all interest 
whatever on money lent to a Hebrew. A loan 
was a <jiaritable aeeommodatiwi, due from a bro* 
ther to a brother. Money m^ht be lent with 
profit or advantage only to a foreigner. Even 
piedfies, or goods taken in pawn, were under strict 
regulations. Nothii^ absdkitely necessary to life 
was to be retained; on no account both the upper 
and lower stones of the hand-mdl in conmMm use. 
Raiment was to be restored belbre nightfeU ; the 
raim«it of a widow was not to be taken at all in 
pledge. The house was saered, and could not be 
entered to seise the goods in pawn. 

Each estate was held on the tenure of military 
service ; all Israel was one standing army. Some 
curioas exemptions were made, which show the 
attention of the lawgiver to the agricultural habits 
and domestic oomfert of his pieople — ^the being just 
married, or having newly taken a piece of land into 
cultivation. 

The only taxes were the two-tenths and the 
other religious o£fering8. The first tenth was as- 
signed to the tribe <^ Levi, as we lunre belbre ob- 
served, fi>r the maintenance of this leanied nobility^ 
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and in return for the surrender of dieir rig^ tora 
twelfth portion of the land. The Levites lad likff* 
wise forty-eight cities, ea«A with a domain of bei 
tween eight and nine hundred acres. Thirteen of 
these cities were in the northern provinces of 
Napthali, Issachar, Asher, and the half Maaassch 
beyond Jordan. Twelve in Reuben, Gad, and 
Zebulun. In Ephraim, half Manasseh, and Dan; 
ten. In Judah, Benjamin, and Simeon, thirteeife.A 
The second tenth was called the Tithe of Feasts^ 
or the Tithe of the Poor. For the first and seeond 
year, in the place where the nation assembled in 
divine worship, in the presence of the Lard; eveory 
third year in the chief town of the district, pnblw 
tables were opened, at which all ranks and classes 
feasted together at the common (expense of the richer 
proprietors. An institution, simple and beautifii^ 
securing the advantages of brotherhood and kindly 
feeling, while it avoided that too great interference 
with the private and domestic habits which arose 
out of the public tables in some of the Ghrecian 
republics. The Hebrew was reminded sufficiently 
often that he was member of a larger national, -and 
a smaller municipal community, but his usfual 
sphere was that of private life. The Greek vrai 
always a public man, the member of the fiuniiy vros 
lost in the citizen. 

The only public revenue of the Hebrew commoiH 
wealth was that of. the sacred treasury, the oi^ 
public expenditure that of the religious wovdiipi 
This was supported by a portion of die spoils takesi 
in war ; the first fruits, which in their institution 
were no more than could be carried in a basket, at 
a later period were rated to be one part in sixty $ 
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Ifaft redemption of the first bom, and of whatever 
imj vowed to the Lord. . Almost every thing of the 
last class might be commuted for money according 
to a fixed scale. The different annual festivals 
were well calculated to promote internal; commerce : 
flaaritime or foreign trade, is scarcely mentioned in 
dtt law, esLcepting in two obscure prophetic intima-> 
liens of advantages, which the tribes of Dan and 
Zebulun were to derive firom their maritime situa- 
tiiHi. On this subject the lawgiver could have 
learned nothing in Egypt. The commerce of that 
eonntry was confined to the inland caravan trade* 
The Egyptians hated or dreaded the sea, which; 
they considered either the dwelling of the evil prin- 
ei^, or the evil principle itselfi At all events, 
the Hebrews at this period were either blind to the 
maritime advantages of their utuation, or unable 
to profit by tiiem. The ports were the last places 
they conquered. Sidon, if indeed within their 
boundary, never lost its independence ; Tyre, if it 
exssted, was a town too obscure to be named; 
£cdi{^a and Acco remained in the power of the 
Canaanites ; Joppa is not mentioned as a port till 
much later. The manufactures of the people sup- 
plied their own wants ; they, brought fir<»n Egypt 
the arts of weaving woollens and linens, stufis made 
of fine goat's hair, and probably cotton; of dying 
in various ccdours, and bleaching, and of embroi- 
dering; of many Icinda of •carpenter's work; of 
Iniilduig, some of the rules of which were r^ulated 
hy.law; of making earthenware vessels; of work-* 
ing in iron, brass, and the precious metak^ both 
casting them and forming them with . the tool ; of 
gSi^ngi engraving, seals, and various other kinds o£ 
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ornamental work, which were em^yed in the cc»* 
atruction of the altars and sacred vessels of the 
Tabernacle. 

Thus the posterity of Abraham, Isaac, and Jaedbr, 
were permanently established in the promised land, 
each man, according to the picturesque language 
of the country, dwelt under his own vine or his 
own figtree. No accident disturbed the peace and 
harmony of the state before the death of Joshua, 
excepting a dispute between the tribes within and 
those beyond the Jordan. The Transjordanic 
tribes raised a public altar to Grod ; this was re-> 
sented by the rest of the nation as a signal of de« 
fection from the national religion and national con- 
federacy. But before they resorted to violent 
means, they tried an amicable remonstrance. The 
conference was conducted with temper and mode* 
ration, the tribes beyond the river disclaimed aU 
intention of derogating from the dignity of th^ 
single national place of divine worship, and pro- 
tested that they had raised the altar, not for the 
purpose of offering rival samfices, but only to 
commemorate to their posterity the signal mercies 
of their God. The explanation was considered 
satisfactory, and peace restored. 

A short time after this event Joshua^ whose 
military prowess and experience had directed the 
conquest of the country, died. He appointed no 
successor to the supreme authority, ana the sepa- 
rate repubhcs, under the controul of their own 
chieftains, and other local officers, assumed the ad- 
ministratimi of afiairs. The Utopia of the lawgiver 
oonnnenced its political existence ; the land of milk 
and honey began to yield its fhuts to a gimple^ 
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fireey and pious race of husbandmen, people worthy 
of its blessings : but one &tal act of disobedience^ 
the desistuiff from the war before their enemies 
were rooted out, prevented its permanence ; and 
the land which was intended to be a scene of peace 
and freedom, before long became that of war and 
servitude. 
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THE PERIOD 

fROM THE EX0DT7S TO THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 


According to Joaepkus and 

St. Paul, 591 yrs, 6 m. 

The desert 40 

Conqaest and partition .,..«. 7 

To first servitude 20 

Mesopotamian serritnde .... 8 
Othniel to second servitude . .40 

M oabite servitode 18 

^od and Sliamgar 80 

Canaanitish servitude 20 

Deborah and Barak 40 

M idianitish servitude 7 

(^eon 40 

Abimdlech 3 

Tola 22 

Jair 22 

Aaunonitiflb servitude, ...... .}8 

lephtha 6 

Ibsan 1 7 

Slon 10 

Abdon 8 

PUlistine servitnde — Sam->|». 

son and Eli S 

Anarchy 20. 6 

Samuel ». 12 

Samuel and Saul .40 

David 40 

Solomon • 8 

MI. 6 

According to the sbovter scheme, the Ezodns took place about 1400 B»C. ; 
according to the longer, about 1600 B.C. 


Accordine to the Vulvar Bible 
Ckronotogyf 478 yr$, 6 m. 

Hie desert 40 

Conquest and partition 0. 4 

Mesopotamian servitnde and > ^^ 

Othniel J*' 

Moab and Ehud .80 

Canaanites and Deborah *..,40 

Midian and Gideon 40 

To Abimelech 0.2 

Abimelech— Tola— 4air . .^ . . .48 

Jephtha «... 6 

Ibzan — Elon — Abdon 25 

Eli and Samson 40 

Samuel 21 

Saul 40 

David 40 

Solomon 3 

478. e 


The period of ^tlie Judges is the heroic age of 
Hebrew history. It abounds in wild adventure, 
and desperate feats jof indiTi^tud valour. Personal. 
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acdvity, daring, and craft, were the qualificadonff 
which raised the judges to their title and eminence^ 
They appear in their history as gallant insurgents 
or guerilla leaders, rather than as grave administra** 
tors of justice, or the regular authorities of a gnat 
kinffdom. The name by which they are called, 
Sopliedm, derived from a word siinifying " to 
judge," bears remarkable resemblance to the Su^ 
fetes of the Carthaginians. The. office of the He* 
brew judge was rather that of the military dictator^ 
raisea on an emergency to the command of the 
national forces. What his judicial functions could 
have been, seems very doubtful, as aU ordinary 
cases would fall under the cognizance of the mu^ 
nicipal judicatures. Nor do we '. find the judges 
exercising authority, or even engaged in war, be- 
yond !the boundaries of their own. tribe; unless 
perhaps * Deborah, who sate under her palm-tree 
judging the tribes of Israel. Yet even this con- 
vention bears the appearance ratbeir.of an organized 
warlike confederacy, to break the yoke of the Ca- 
naanites, than of a peaceful judicial assembly ; and 
some of the tribes took no share in her gallant 
enterprise, nor, as far as appears,^ rendered any 
allegiance to her authority. In fact, the want of 
union among the tribes arose naturally out of tfaeir 
disobedience to the commands of their lawgiver* 
and' brought with it the punishment of that disobfrt 
dience, not merely in the abandonment of protect** 
ing Providence, but in the ordinary course of 
events. The neighbourhood of the idolatrous 
tribes led to apostasy, apostasy to weakness and' 
servitude. For, as the national strength depended 
on the national union, and the only bond of the 
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Bodonal union was the national religion, that bonid 
wcidcened or dissolved, the tribes remained a num- 
ber of scattered cantons, each entirely dependent 
en its own internal resources to resist foreign inva- 
sion, or the insurrection of the Canaanites. 

The imperfect conquest had left formidable ene- 
imes, not only on the frontier, but in the heart of 
i&e land. The necessity of taking up those arms 
-v^ch they had so rashly laid down, speedily be- 
eaane urgent. It was no longer, however, a national 
war, but a war of the separate tribes against their 
immediate enemies. The Danites were driven into 
die mountains by the revolt of the Amorites, and 
part of the tribe was obliged to seek a settlement 
by force of arms on the extreme northern frontier. 
The town of Laish was hence called Dan. Judah 
and Simeon attacked Bezek, a powerful king, of 
Jebus or Jerusalem — defeated him with great loss 
— treated him as he had been accustomed to treat 
the other kings whom he had subdued, by the mu- 
tilation of his extremities. They burnt the lower 
part of Jerusalem ; then, turning their arms south- 
ward, expelled the gigantic inhabitants of Hebron : 
but Gaza, Askelon, and Ekron, still defied their 
power ; and though they starved many of the 
mountain fortresses to surrender, they dared not 
encounter the iron chariots of the inhabitants of 
^ soudiem valleys. Ephraim took the town of 
Bethel ; but the other tribes seem to have adopted 
4be dangerous measure of entering into terms with 
llieir enemies, and permitting them to reside in the 
land on the payment of tribute. Intermarriages 
soon followed, and led to community of religious 
ikes. The Israelites strayed without scruple into 
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the shady groves, where the vduptaous Hted of 
the Canaanites were held, or atljended at their ^fKf 
and splendid festivals. By degrees they began t^ 
incorporate the two religions, and to pay indiscri- 
minate homage to the s3rmbolic representations of 
the powers of nature, particularly of the sun and 
moon, as well as to their own peculiar God, (he 
Creator of the Universe. 

The decline of the national faith, and the disso» 
lution of manners, were fearftdly exemplified in 
certain other transactions which occurred before 
the time of the Judges. Part of the Danites, 09 
their way to their conquest of the northern bordeVi 
took violent possession of a silver idol, the pro- 
perty of an individual named Micah, and set it w^ 
with a wandering Levite for its priest, as ui object 
of religious worship^ The crime of Benjamin was 
of a more cruel nature, and as directly opposite to 
the principles of the moral law, as to the s}Hrit of 
the national union. It led- to a bloodv civil war, 
and almost to the total annihilati<m of the guilty 
tribe. It is a history of bloody crime, wild justice 
and still wilder mercy. A Levite returmng to his 
home with his concubine, or inferior wife, entered, 
to pass the night, the city of Gibeah, in the terri- 
tory of Benjamin. The dissolute inhabitants abused 
the wretched woman till she died. The Levite cut 
the body into pieces, and sent a portion to each of 
the tribes. The whole of Israel assembled as one 
man at Mizpeh, heard with indignation the appeal 
to their iustice, and sent to demand the surrender 
of the delinquents. The proud and powerful tribe 
renins satisfaction, the rest declared war, and 
invaded their territory. Twice they were defeated 
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yoOk great daugfatet : on the thurd attack, employ* 
4i|g a conamon stratagem, they enticed their enemies, 
bjr a pretended flight, to leave the strong walls of 
Giibeah, and follow them into the plain. An am* 
JMish rose up befakid and surprised the city. Ben- 
jsmin was defeated with the loss of 25,000 men — 
the guilty city razed — the whole land laid deso* 
late — ^men^ women, and children put to the sword : 
60O men alone remained strongly jposted on the 
fock of Rimmon. But even in the pride of triumph, 
and the stem satis&ction of just revenge, Israel 
eould not hehold the extermination of one of their 
tribes without the deepest sorrow and repentance. 
Yet they had sworn at Mizpeh never to give their 
dau^ters in marriage to the unnatural and rebel- 
Uouarace. How then shall the families of Benjamin 
be reaewed, and the twelve tribes of Jacob again 
nieel in their solemn assemblies ? Strange situa« 
tipns lead to strange expedients. One city, Jabesh 
in Gilead, had been guilty of that most heinous 
crime, the desertion of the common cause at a time 
of danger and distress. The city was devoted. 
All the men were slain ; the women given to the 
sarvivors of Benjamin. The number not being 
sufficient, the rest o£ the Benjamites were permitted 
to aurpriae the damsels dancing at a festival with- 
out the gates of l^iiloh ; and by these Sabine mar- 
liages the tribe of Benjamin gradually recovered 
its strength and consideration. 

The generation which had entered the land with 
Joshua, is said to have passed away before the de- 
clension of the people from the national faith led to 
servitude ; but not entirely, for the first deliverer of 
die people was Othniel, the nephew and son-in-law of 
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Caleb, whose name occurs as a hwe warri<Nr iharJng 
the conquest. A powerful monarchy had now groivii 
up in Mesopotamia; the king, Chushan-rishathaup^ 
extended his conquests at« least as far as the Jordan^ 
The federal league between the tribes was notyei 
so far relaxed but that Othniel, of Judah, took ii|^ 
their defenx^e. At the end of eight years the Mean*- 
potamian was entirely defeated, and the whole land 
remained in peace for forty more. The easteim 
tribes were then assailed by a confederacy of the 
Ammonites, Amalekites, and Moabites, undsr 
Eglon, king of the latter tribe. Jericho, the city 
of palms, or its site, was also taken, perhaps firan^ 
the tribe of Benjamin not having yet recovered its 
strength. This oppression lasted eighteen years.. 
The deliverance was effected by a desperate entei^ 
prise of Ehud, a Benjamite.* Ehud was a- man 
ambi-dexter, who could use his left hand as wdl &$ 
his right. He obtained an audience of £gloii» a 
remarkably fat man, struck his dagger into 1^ 
body, escaped, and flying to the mountainous paart 
of the land of Ephraim, roused that powerfol tribe^ 
and totally defeated the Moabites. Eighty, years 
of peace were the fruit of this hazardous adventure 
The only exploit recorded of the next judges 
Shamgar, is the slaughter of 600 Philistines with 
an ox-goad, a formidable weapon, if like that de^ 
scribed by Maundrell — a strong pike, eight feet 
long, and pointed with iron. By this time the Ca«> 

* It may be observed, that, although all these meo were, 
in Hebrew phraseology, said to be raised up by the Lord, that 
is, inspired with the noble design, and endowed with ability to 
deliver their country, yet all their particular actions are nowhete 
attributed to divine direction. 


BBfttiltes in the north had grown into a powerful 
people. Hasor, die capit^ of Jabin their king, 
#88 on the shore of the Samachonite Lake, and his 
genera], Sisera, was a man terrible for his valour 
tad conduct. For twenty years he oppressed the 
Bordiem tribes. Deborah, a high-born woman of 
tiie tribe of Ephraim, richly endowed at least with 
i&e poetic part of the character of a prophetess, 
was inspired with the noble design of freeing her 
brethren from the yoke. She sat in the open air, 
under a palm-tree, reminding us of the Veileda of 
ancient Germany, and organized a strong confede* 
facy. Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh, as weU 
as the northern tribes, obeyed her call. She com- 
manded Barak to draw up the forces of Issacfaar, 
2ebiilon and Napthali on the summit of Mount 
Tabor. The vast army of the Canaanites, 900 
diariots stroiu|, covered the level plain of Esdraelon 
at its foot. Barak burst suddenly from the moun- 
tain — the Canaanites were broken, and fled* The 
river Kishon, which bounded the plain, was swollen, 
and multitudes perished in the waters. But, for 
the criminal inactivity of the inhabitanta of Meroz, 
an adjacent town, who did not join in the pursuit, 
few would have escaped. Sisera fled, and took 
refuge in the tent of Jael, a woman of the Kenite 
tribe (the descendants of Hobab, Moses' brother- 
Ia4aw). She received him hospitably, entertained 
him with the pastoral refreshment of milk, and lefl 
him to repose. In his sleep she drove one of the 
iron pegs of the tent into his head and killed him. 
Deborah's hymn of triumph was worthy of the 
victory. The solemn religious commencement — 
the picturesque description Qf the state of the 
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country — the mastering of tlie troops ftom 'all 
quarters — ^the ftudden transition to the most dan- 
temptuous saroasm against the tribes that stood 
ak>of-«^the life, fire, aitd energy of the battle-^the 
bitter pathos of the close^yric poetry has nothing 
in any language which can surpass the holdiEiess 
and animation of this striking production. But this 
hymn has great historic as well as poetic valueu It 
is die only description of the relation of the tribes 
to eadi other, and of the state of society duriiig thtf 
period of the Judges. The northern tribes — Zd>u« 
Ion, Issachar» NapthaU — appear in a state of insur- 
rection against their oppressors : they receive some 
assistance from Ephraim, Manasseb, and Benjaiiiiiu 
The pastoral tribes beyond Jordan remain in UJaqpa- 
triotic inactivity. Dan and Asher are engaged in 
their maritime concerns; a curious fact, for 'we 
have no other intimation of any mt^cantile tranaao* 
tions of the Hebrews — >as these expressions seem 
to imply — eadier than the reign of Solomon. . Of 
Judah and Simeon there is no notice whatever, as 
if they had. seceded from the confederacy, or were 
occupied by awmies of their own. 

Thus sang Deborah and Barak, son of Abinoam, 
In the day of victory thus they sang : 
That Israel hath wrought her mighty vengeance, 
That the willing people rushed to battle, 
Oh, therefore, praise Jehovah ! 

Hear, ye kings! giv« ear, ye princes! 

I to Jehovah, I mil lift the son^, 

I will sound the harp to Jehoval^ God of Israel ! 

Jehpvah! when thou wentest forth from Seir ! 
When thou marchedst through the fields of Edom ! 


Qiaked th^ cwoth, and potired the lieaYena, 
Ye% the cloudii poured down with water : 
J^ore Jehovah's &ce the mountains melted. 
That Sinai hefore Jehovah's face, 
The God of Israel 

In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath» 

In JaeFs days, untrodden were the highways, 

Thxoiigh the winding by-path stole the trav^er; 

Upon the idains desert^ lay the hamlets, 

Even till that I, till Dehonm arose, 

Till I arose in Israel a mother. 

They chose new gods: 

War was in all their gates I 

Was buckler seen, or lance, 

Itfong forty thousand sons of Israel? 

My soul is yours, ye chiefs of Israel ! 
And ye, the self-devoted of the people, 
Praise ye the Lord with me! 
Ye that ride upon the snow-white asses; 
Ye that sit to judge on rich divans; 
Ye that plod on foot the open way. 
Come, meditate the song. 

For the noise of plundering archers by the wells of water, 
Now they meet and sing abud Jehovah's righteous acts ; 
His righteous acts the hamlets sing upon the <^n plains, 
And enter their deserted gates the people of Jehovah. 

Awake, Deborah! awake! 

Awake, uplift the song! 

Barak, awake! and lead your captives captive. 

Thou son of Abinoain ! 

With him a valiant few went down against the mighty, 
With me Jehovah's people went down against the strotig. 
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First Epbraim, from the Mount of Amalek/ 

And after thee, the bands of Benjamin! ' • 

From Machir came the rulers of the people^ 

From Zehulon those that hear the marshaIVs staff; 

And Issachar's brave princes came with Deborah, ' 

Issachar, the strength of Barak: 

They burst into the valley on his footsteps. 

By Reuben's fountains there was deep debating^-^> • 
Why sat'st thou idle, Reuben, 'mid thy herd-staUa? > 
Was it to hear the lowing of thy cattle? 
By Reuben's fountains there was deep debating-^ 

And Gilead lingered on the shores of Jordan — 
And Dan, why dwelled he among his ships? — 
And Asser dwelled in his sea-shore havens, 
And sate upon his rock precipitous. 
But Zebulon was a death-defying people, 
And Napthali from off the mountain heights* 

Came the kings and fought, 

Fought the kings of Canaan, 

By Taanach, by Megiddo's waters, 

For the golden booty that they won not. 

From the heavens they fought 'gainst Sisera, 
. In their courses fought the stars against him : 
The torrent Kishon swept them down, 
That ancient river Kishon. 
So trample thou, my soul, upon their might. 

Then stamped the clattering hooft of prancing horpM 
At the flight, at the flight of the mighty. 

Curse ye Meroz, saith the angel of the Lord, 
Ciurse, a twofold curse upon her dastard sons : 
. For they came not to the succour of Jehovah, 
• To the auccour of Jehovah 'gainfft the mighty. 



GIDEON, IDT 

Above ail women blest be Jae], 
Heber the Kenite's wife, 
. O'er all the women blest, that dwell in tents. 

Water he asked — ^she gave him milk, 
The curded milk, in her costliest bowl. 

Her left hand to the nail she set. 

Her right hand to the workman's hammer — 

Then Sisera she smote — she clave his head ; 

She bruised — she pierced his temples. 

At her feet he bowed ; he fell ; he lay; 

At her feet he bowed ; he fell ; 

Where he bowed, there he fell dead. 

From the window she looked forth, she cried, 
The mother of Sisera, through the lattice : 
*' Why is his chariot so long in oomin? ? 
Why tany the wheels of his chariot?' 
Her prudent women answered her — 
Yea, she herself gave answer to herself — 
" Have they not seized, not shared the spoil? 
One damsel, or two damsels to each chief? 
To Sisera a many-coloured robe, 
A many-coloured robe^ and richly broidered, 
Many coloured, and broidered round the neck." 


Thus perish all thine enemies, Jehovah ; 

And those who love thee, like the sun, shine forth, 

The sun in all its glory .* 

At the end of forty years of peace new enemies 
appeared — the wild hordes of the desert. Midi- 

* In the above translation an attempt is made to preserve 
something like a rhythmical flow. It adheres to the origioal 
langoaee, excepting inhere an occasional word is, but rarely^ 
ios^teo^ for the sake of per8|acuity« 
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anites, Amalekites, and other nomadic tritneft^ 
swept over almost the whole land, pitched their 
tents, and fed their camels in the midst of the riefa 
corn-fields of Israel. This was the most extenarvlfr 
and destructive servitude the nation had yet suf- 
fered. The people fled to mountain fastnesses^ 
and hid themselves in caves. The land lay rmcul- 
tivated, the cattle were destroyed, and a grievous 
famine ensued. The miserable Israelites called 
upon their God for succour, and Gideon, of the 
tribe of Manasseh, received the divine commission 
as the deliverer of his country. An angel appeared 
to him while he was threshing com by stealth in 
an underground winepress; preternatural signs 
convinced him of the celestial nature of his visitant. 
Gideon had offered, as a present to this superior 
being, a kid and a small portion of floiir: he 
laid them on a rock. The an&el touched them, 
and fire arose from the rock and consumed them. 
His first exploit, after having built an altar, and, 
according to divine command, offered sacrifice, was 
to overthrow at midnight tlie altar of Baal in the 
city of Ophrah. His father Joash was commanded 
by the indignant citizens to bring forth his son to 
be punished for this oftence. Wili ye plead far 
Baal ? said the old man : let Baal plead for Km- 
self. And Gideon thence was called Jerub-baal— 
let Baal plead. The whole host of the invadefs 
lay encamped on the plain of Jezreel. Gideon 
demanded a sign from heaven; it was granted. 
One night, the dews which ■ fall so copiously in 
those regions, fell only on a fleece which he had 
spread; the next night the ground was steeped 
with moisture — ^the fleece remained dry. Gideon 
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lidw prepared for a vigorous attack ; 2^,000 men, 
ftom Manasseh, Zebulun, Napthali, and Asher, 
mllied at the sound of his trumpet>— but the victorr 
was to be achieved by a much smaller band. 
The army was first diminished to 10,000 — all, 
whose valour could not be relied on, being allowed 
to return home. These were again reduced, by a 
liingular process, of which it is difficult to discover 
the meaning. They were led to the water side : 
those who knelt down to drink were dismissed ; 
^hose who stood up, and lifted the water to their 
lips with their hands, were retained. Thus dOO of 
the bravest were chosen for a night attack. Each 
of these had a trumpet, a conce^ded lamp, and an 
earthen pot. At the onset, each crashed his pot 
in pieces, and blew his trumpet with all his might. 
The wild and mingled tribes awoke, and, in their 
paaie and confusion, turned their arms upon each 
other. The herds, and particularly the camels, 
afirighted at the lishts, ran wildly about, and added 
to the tumult. The fugitives were slain by the 
rest of Gideon's troops. The Ephraimites now 
joined the insurrection, pursued the remnant of the 
Midianites beyond Palestine, and slew two of their 
princes, Oreb and Zebw Their indignation against 
Gideon, at not being earlier summoned to the war, 
was soothed by the courtesy of the leader. Gideon 
took a dreadful revenge on the inhabitants of 
^ccoth for having r^Aised refreshment to his 
famishing warriors — he scourged their elders to 
death with thorns. He inflicted as dreadful a 
chastisement on the surviving princes of Midian, 
Zebah and Zalmunna^ who had slain his kindred : 
he put them to death without mercy; and thus the 
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war ended with the loss of 120,000 men t»'lh» 
Midianites. The gradtude of his compatriots in** 
duoed them to make an ofier of royal authority to 
.Gideon, but his ambition was satisfied with the 
deliverance of his country; he returned to dwell 
in quiet in his native city. Yet even Gideon £^ 
into a direct violation of the law. From the spofl 
of the Midianites, who like all the inhabitanta of 
those r^ons, wore enormous golden earinga, and 
from the s]^ndid raiment of the kings, he made an 
ephod or priestly garment ; and set up a worship 
distinct from the one sacred place in Shiloh, whne 
the ark rested. 

After the death of Gideon, his bastard son 
Abimelech, a daring and bloody man, determined 
to attain the crown which his father had rejeeledb 
He formed a conspiracy with his mother's kindrod 
at Shechem ; with a band of adventurers fell uat* 
expectedly on Ophrah ; seized his father's seventy 
sons, slew them all ; and, in a great conventioii m 
the Shechemites and the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring towns, was elected king by acclamation. 
Of all Gideon's sons, Jotham alone, the younoeaty 
had escaped. On the summit of Gerizun, v^icfa 
overlooked Shechem, he denounced the usmrper* 
and reproved the people in the well-known pax»* 
ble : "TThe olive tree and the vine refrised to aa« 
sume the royal dignity, but the worthless bramble 
accepted at once the first ofier of a tyrannous 
superiority over the trees of the forest" The au* 
thority of Abimelech seems to have been confineid 
to Shechem and its neighbourhood; the other tribes 
neither contributed to his rise or downfal. But the 
fickle Shechemites, after three years, began to be 
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of their king, and attempted to throw off the 
yokel The usurper was not wanting in vigour and 
pn>nptitude; he took the city, razed it to the 
gmund, and humt the citadel, on which they seem 
tb have relied as a place of strength. Pursuing 
his oonquests, he was accidentally wounded hy a 
wamAn during an attack on Thehes, hut disdaining 
to ^e by so ignoble a hand, he commanded his 
armoiv-bearer to pierce him with his sword. 

Two undistinguished names follow in the list of 
Judges : Tola, of the tribe of Issachar, who never^ 
theless dwelt at Shamir in the mountainous coun* 
try of the Ephraimites ; and Jair, a Gileadite, whose 
tlmrty sons were masters of thirty cities, and rode 
oA tmrip ass coks. A new apostasy led to a new 
invasion. The Philistines attacked the southern 
border ; and a more formidable enemy, the Am- 
mcputes, not merely subdued the tribes beyond 
Jordan, but crossed the river, and engaged the 
combined forces of Ephraim, Judah, and Ben- 
JMiiiii. 

Jepthah, a bastard son of Gilead, having been 
wroi^fully expelled firom his father's house, had 
taken refuge in a wild country, and become a noted 
captaun of freebooters. His kindred, groaning 
under foreign oppression, b^an to look to their 
valiant, though lawless compatriot, whose profes* 
sioii however, according to their usage, was no 
more dishonourable than that of a pirate in the 
elder days of Greece. They sent for him, and made 
him head of their city. Jepthah's first measure 
was to send an embassy to the Ammonitish king, 
remonstrating on his unprovoked aggression. The 
Ammonate demanded the formal surrender of the 
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transjordanic provinces, as the patrimony of *hn 
own ancestors and of those of his allies. Nego? 
tiations being fruitless, Jepthah prepared foi^war« 
Bat before he set forth he made the memorable 
vow, that, if he returned victorious, he would ciacri* 
lioe as a burnt offering whatever first met him on 
his entrance into his native city, Miap^ He 
gained a splendid victory — ^but it was neither oae 
of those animals appointed for sacrifice, nov 
even an unclean beast, an ass, or camel, prohibited 
by the law — ^which was destined for the burnt 
offering of Jepthah. At the news of her father's 
victory, his only daughter came dancing forth in 
the gladness of her heart, and with the most jocund 
instruments of music, to salute the deliverer of hia 
people. The miserable father rent his dothes in 
agony, but the noble-spirited maiden would not 
hear of the evasion or disregard of the vow ; she 
only demanded a short period to bewail upon the 
mountains, like the Antigone of Sophocles, her 
dpng without hope of becoming a bride or mother 
in Israel, and then submitted to her fate. Many 
learned writers have laboured to relieve the Jewisk 
annals and the character of the judge from the im* 
putation of human sacrifice, and have supposed 
that Jepthah's daughter was consecrated to the 
service of the tabernacle, and devoted to p^petwal 
"■virginity. But all these expedients are far more 
improbable, than that a fierce freebooter, in a 
period of anarchy, should mistake an act of crvtei 
superstition for an act of religion ; and it is oertaia 
that vows of celibacy were totally unknown amon^ 
the Hebrews, and belong to a different stage of 
society. Another objection of Michadis is fiital 
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i» tk^e views. The daughter could not be eon* 
s^mtted to the service of the high priest, for the 
1^1 priest and the ark were then at Shiloh, in the 
territory of Ephraim — with whom Jepthah was at 
deadly war. The haughty and overbearing cha* 
taeter of this tribe resented, as usual, their not 
being summoned to take the lead in the Ammon- 
iMi war. They threatened to wreak their ven* 
geance on Jepthah and his adherents; but the 
uileadite chiefVain defeated them, and at the pas- 
tage of the Jordan, distinguishing the EphraimiteS 
by a peculiar pronunciation, (Shibboleth — water- 
streams — ^they sounded as Sibboleth,) put them to 
the sword without mercy to the number of 42,000. 
Jepthah enjoyed his dignity for seven years ; then 
iblloiw a list of undistinguished names — of their 
ftcdons, or against whom they waged war, the re- 
cord is silent. Ibzan of Bethlehem judged seven ; 
£lon of Zebulon ten ; Abdon, an Ephraimite, eight 
ye&rs. 

The oppressions of the foreign powers which 
had hitherto overran or subdued Palestine, had 
been heavy and debasing while they lasted, but 
(nice repefied, the invaders retired within their 
own frontiers; the Philistines on the southern 
borders were more dangerous and implacable ene* 
ttiies to the peace of Israel. They had subdued 
apparently the whole allotment of Simeon; this 
tribe was annihilated, or scattered for refuge among 
the rest. Gaza and Ashkelon were in the power 
of the conquerors, and their frontier extended to 
that of Dan. At this juncture the most extraor-^ 
dinary of the Jewish heroes appeared ; a man of 
l^odigions physical power, which he displayed not 


204 HISTORY OF THS JEW8. 

in any* vigorous and consistent plan of de&nee 
against the enemy, but in the wildest feata of 
personal daring. It was his amusement to pliHi§e 
hea(Uong into peril, from which he extricated loot* 
self by his individual strength. Samson never ap^ 
pears at the head of an army, his campaigns ate 
conducted in his own single person* As in those 
oi the Grecian Hercules, ana the Arabim Antaiv 
a kind of comic vein runs through the early adv^dn^ 
tures of the stout-hearted warrior, in wlueh Isnfe 
of women, of riddles, and of slaying Phihstines ov| 
of mere wantonness, vie for the mastery. Yet hn 
life began in marvel, and ended in die demess 
tragedy. An angel announced to the wiiS& of Ma« 
noah, a man of eminence in the tribe of Dan, that 
her barrenness should be removed, and that she 
should become the mother of a wonderful child^ 
The child was to be a Nazarite from the wmnii^ 
that is, dedicated by vow to the Lord ; he was, 
therefore, to allow his hair to grow, and preserve 
the most rigid abstinence. A second time the 
angel appeared to Manoah and his wife, renewed 
the command and the promise, and mounting witAi 
the smoke of the sacrifice they had ofiered, a»« 
cended into Heaven. When Samson grew up, big 
first demand was, that he might marry a PhilisttM 
woman, whom he had seen and fallen in love indl 
at Timnath. With reluctance his parents cos* 
sented, for they suspected some latent desi^^ 
against the oppressor. As he went down to Tim-* 
nalh, a young lion roared at him — Samson uma 
him asunder with his hands. The next time he 
passed that way bees had hived in the limi's caxw 
case, and at his bridal feast he gave this riddle -to 
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Ae'^birty youths who attended him, if they foand 
ikoitt:he was to forfeit to each a sheet and a gar* 
wm^ if they did not, they were to pay the same 
t/9 him. Out of the eater came forth meatj and out 
ofOte Hrong came forth sweetness. At the entreaty 
e« his wife he betrayed the secret to her, and she 
tO'her countrymen. Had ye not ploughed with my 
heifer i ye had not found out my riddle, replied the 
iodif^Bant hridenroom, and immediately set out and 
slew thirty Philistines, in order to make good his 
fororaise. He then returned home in anger, but 
in. a short time visiting his wife again, he found her 
vtarried to another. To revenge himself he caught 
thiee • hundred jaekalls,. tied mem tail to tail with 
a-Bre-brand between them, and turned them loose 
into the dry corn-fields of the Philistines. In re^ 
ttira they burnt his wife and her father to death. 
Slansoti inmiediately fell on them, and slew great 
QumbeFS : — ^he then took refuge in a rock called 
fitam. The Philistines were assembled in a narrow 
pass, from some fanciftd resemblance to the jaw- 
bone o£ an ass, or mere probably, from the ad« 
fienture of Samson, called Lehi. So completely 
wtre the valiant tribe of Judah disheartened by 
die Philistine oppression, that, to appease their 
waradb they determined to surrender Samson; 
Tiiey seized and bound him, and brought him to 
Ae pass. There the spirit of the Lord came upon 
Umf he burst the bonds like ilax, seized the jaw*- 
bone <^ an ass that lay in the way, and with this 
steMige weapon slew a thousand men. But ex-' 
hausted with fatigue and thirst, he began to faint, 
the^^ound was suddenly doven, and a spring of 
malb^ flowed before his feet. His next exploit 
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was to visit a harlot in Gaza, the capital dtff'4l( 
his enemies. They closed their gates, and waitedi 
quietly to seize their formidable foe* At micbug^iift 
Samson arose, burst the gates, took them on hiq 
shoulders, and left them on a hill near twenty mflea 
distant. He then fell into the more fatal saunea 
of Dalilah. The Philistine chieftains bribed hsm 
to obtain the secret of his prodigious strength* 
Twice he eluded her — the third time he betrayed 
himself into her power. It lay in the accomplishr 
ment of his Nazaritish vow, part of which warn 
never to permit his hair to be shorn. In his sleep 
she deprived him of his hair and of his strength* 
Th^ Philistines seized hira, put out his eyes, bound 
him with brazen fetters, and set him to the sei^flo 
task of grinding at the mill. The grave and solenm 
mind of Milton has seized upon the history of 
Samson at this point, and arrayed the dose of his 
life in all the grandeur of heroic patience and re-r 
signation. The insults of the Philistines di4 not 
end with the prison ; savages ddight in making a 
public exhibition of distinguished captiv.es, and 
this barbarous people sent for their jHrisonet $o 
o(Mitribute to their diversion in a kind of rude won* 
phitheatre, in the area of which stood the captivf^s 
— ^the roof, which formed the seats, was crowdM 
with spectators. But the strength' of Samson hsA 
now returned; the whole building was supporl^S 
by two pillars, which he grasped, and leaning bka*^ 
self forward, dragged down the whole buildingi 
burying himself and all his enemies in one eojomm 
ruin. 

While Samson was thus wasting his prodigal 
strength, not altogeth^ uselessly, for« withofii 
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faiibty tlie terror of bit ndme retarded the progv^M 
^the Piuflistine oonqu^sts, and inspired courage 
Mlk> the disheartened Israelites ; still without that 
paxnanent adrantage to the liberty of his country- 
AMD whidi mi^t have been expected from such 
pvctematiiral powers, regulated by prudence and 
self-restraint ; a wiser and more useful head of the 
sinte was growing up within the sacred precincts 
oC- the tabernacle. Hannah, one of the wives of 
Blkanah, a Levite who resided in Rama-Zophim, 
a city m Mount Ephraim, made a vow, that if the 
enrse of barrenness were removed from her, she 
woidd devote her first-bora to the seii^vice of God. 
Samoel, her son, was thus educated in the service 
of the high priest Eli. It was to be expected that 
^ high priest Would obtain great weight and au-« 
thority in the Hebrew constitution. Whereves 
die aik resided, might be considered the temporary 
eapitid of the state. The present drcumstances of 
the Hebrew history contributed to exalt still higher 
the sacerdotal porw^. The tabernacle and the ark 
were at Sfailoh in the territory of Ephraim, from 
its fortunate central position the most powerful, as 
the least exposed to foreign invasion, of all the 
provinces. The northern and eastern tribes had 
enough to do to defend their frontiers ; Judah, th^ 
great rival of Ephraim, now tamely acknowledged 
the Philistines as dieir masters. Hence the un« 
contested pre^eminenoe of the Ephraimites led to 
a temporary union of a civil as well as religious 
nrpremacy in the h^h priest Eli. But Eli was 
now old and almost blind, his criminal indulgence 
to his sons Hophni and Phineas had brought dis-* 
order and licentiousness into the sacred ceremo-« 
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nies. The priests had become overbearing anl 
tjnrannical ; instead of taking the portions of tlR^ 
sacrifices assigned by the law, they selected all 'tiie 
better parts for their own use ; and Hophni a^d 
Phineas had introduced still worse abuses, thiMfe 
which disgraced the voluptuous rites of the heattheA 
deities. They debauched the women who assemv 
bled before the tabernacle, and the worship of Je^ 
Ibovah was thus in danger of becoming as impure^ 
as that of Baal Peor, or the Babylonian Myhtta. 
In the midst of this corruption the blamefess 
Samuel grew up to manhood. Already in bis 
early youth he had received divine intimations of 
his future greatness; the voice of God, while he 
slumbered within the area where the tabernacle 
stood, had three times called upon his name ; and 
at length aroused him, and commanded him to com* 
municate to the aged Eli the fate which awaited 
his family. The war between the Philistines and 
Israelites broke out anew ; whether the Israelitea, 
encouraged by the destruction of so many of die 
Philistine chieftains in the fiill of the temple at 
Gaza, had endeavoured to throw off the yoke, or 
whether the Philistines seized the opportunity of 
Samson's death to extend their domimon, does not 
appear. A bloody battle took place at Aphek» in 
the northern part of Judah, in which the Israelitea 
were totally defeated, and in their, desperatioti 
they determined to resort to those means of con* 
quest which had proved irresistible under the ia^ 
rection of Joshua. They sent to Shiloh for th^ 
ark of God, and placed it in the centre of theif 
forces. But the days were gone when the rivera 
dried up, and the waJls of cities fell down, and tht 


m^Yttf icd at once bt^tbr^ iht symbol 6f the pre- 
«tlr6e of I^raers G<od. The meafi^ure Wds unau*-' 
tito^B^ by th^ Divine commasid. iTet even the 
'mtorioii9 PhiHstinefl^were not fitet froth hereditary 
jfiqwi^hension of the mishty God, who had discom- 
iced thig Egyptians, and siilyj\igated the whole land 
o^tbe Canaanites. They exhoi^ted each other to 
qmiMttn' their character for valour. The Israelites 
Ibiigbt widi desperate but unavailing resolution--^ 
tiHB' ir^^^n chariots of the l^hilistines triumphed. 
Tbkty thousand Israi^lites perished, and th'e ark 
<^ God Ibll mtcf the hands of the uncircumtised — 
the guilty sons of Eli were slain in its defence. 
1^ aged hiffh priest sate by thie wayside in dread- 
ful -aiixiiety ror the fate of me ai'k. A mess«!iger 
nn^d in,- bearing the sad intelligence ; a wild cry 
n^ tbyoi]^ the ^hole city, the blind old maii, 
HoW ninety^ight years of age, fell from his seat, 
broke his nCdk, and died. The wife of Phineas 
w$B seiasdd with the pains of premature labour ; 
the women aifound her endeavoured to console her 
with the intdligence diat she had borne a male 
child; she paid no attention to ih^ir words, and 
Qoly uttered a- passionate exclamation, by which 
we may judge how strongly the religious reverence 
fyr the mVine worship was' rootled in the hearts of 
Ae Israelites. The^ pride and Exultation of ma- 
tftifsial tenc£emesi>, the grief foi' her father-iti^laW 
abd her husband 'were absorbed in a deeper ^Krig. 
She bM^ the- ark of God is taken;- and she' called 
bar ebild Ichabod, the- gldry^ is departed' from 
laniel.- 

Nothifig how remained to the race of Abraham 
bft tlte {iroiip^t 'of > hopeless and ixxefiiediableser^ 
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vitude. Their God had« abandoned tbem'-i-p^bf^ 
might appear on the side of their, enemies* l^ot. 
merely the glory, and the independence v even the 
political existence of Israel seemed departed witK 
tlie ark, departed for ever. With what amazenient 
and joy must the extraordinary intelligence have 
been received, that, after seven months, the Phili^r 
tines were sending back the ark of God, not in 
contempt of his power, but with signs of reveren- 
tial terror. They had sent the strange deity froos. 
city to city, everywhere their own Gods had been 
rebuked, the statues had fallen prostrate, their 
harvests had been wasted by mice, their persona 
afflicted by a loathsome disease. They yoked two 
milch kine to the car, and loaded it with pro- 
piUatory ofierings. Instead of lingering near iheir 
calves, the kine had set off on the direct road to 
Bethshemesh, within the border of the Israelites. 
There the Levites received it, and sacrificed' the 
kine to the Almighty. The profane curiosity of 
the inhabitants of Bethshemesh was punished, 
seventy men were struck dead for . presuming to 
look within the ark, which was soon after soleninl^ 
removed to the city of Kiriath-jearim. 

Yet twenty years longer the Israelites groaned 
under the yoke of the Philistines; but Samuel 
was now grown to manhood, and was established 
not merely with the authority of a judge, but 
likewise of a prophet. The high priesthood had 
passed into the next branch of the family of Eli, 
and sunk into . comparative insignificance before 
the acknowledged weight of the new leader. Sar 
muel, having laboured with success to e?di.rpate 
the idolatrous practices which had grown j up. 
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sOiottg die people^ summoned a general assembly 
at Miapeh. The Philistines took alarm, and put 
tfa'eir forces in motion to suppress the insurrection. 
The Israelites were full of terror, but too far 
aigaged to recede ; their confidence in the favour 
of God towards their righteous judge, induced 
tketn to risk their safety on the acceptance of his 
ptayers. The event was a victory so complete, 
canBied partly by a tremendous storm, that the Phi- 
Iktines were forced to evacuate the whole country, 
and to accept of equitable terms of peace. 

The civil administration of Samuel was equally 
prosperous. He united at least all the southern 
tribes under his authority : he held three annual 
seosioiis of justice at Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpeh : 
his residence he fixed in his native city of Ramah. 
But his sons, who in his old age were installed in 
the judicial office, did not follow the example of 
&eir upright father ; they were venal and corrupt. 
The people therefore, having seen the superior 
efficacy of the monarchical government, which' 
prevailed in the neighbouring countries, by a 
finmial representation of their elders, demanded 
that their republican polity should be changed 
into an hereditary kingdom. It is most remarka- 
ble that Moses had anticipated this resolution; 
iad, providing against the contingency of kingly 
government, had laid down regulations for the 
Section of a sovereign and the administration of 
regal power. The king was not to be a foreigner, 
lest the- independence of the country should be 
hwrt, and the Israelitish commonwealth sink into k 
province of some great empire. He was prohibited!^ 
f|om>^ maintaining any force' of cavalry, lest he> 
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ahoidd aUewif^ for^gu etmqimntj t» the segkM^lR 
dai^eir of the kiteraal a^ongth aad seciirky of d» 
l^iDgdom. The Lawgivw ^ther peccciyed that a firae 
fepublic, or rather a federal goTenuBent. of twdfft 
dktinot vepublica^ wai» aft experiment ui the const**^ 
tMtifHk of soeiety, or th(»^ the external xelatboB oi 
t^e. c^ip/9«wealth wJghA sate change as. to oeqwM 
a wkfxse vigorous execmtiy«« Tha avotwed objeal^ 
of the peqple in demaoding a kkig^ weie th& mm» 
ce^taio administcaitioii of juatiee^ and thei oi^mia** 
tion of A.aMxmg end pei^xunenti military fiMrea^f 
th(U our Icing might jndjgeuB^ wnd go ouk hefant its, 
€i/nd jight our haUleSp. The national nulida^ mii- 
Uvjfiied and uQdiscip]lned» mighl^ be wtfficaieBit %m 
r^iel the t^umultuary invaaiona of die waaderisg^ 
t|7ibes ; but they had now to rewt powerful JSiOr 
parchies, and the fiNmudable league of the Philian 
tine chieftaina) wha coiuld bring into the field an 
overwhelnung power, of duurioto and cayalcy. The 
prosperity of the. state under Dairid and Solomon 
SM^apiy. justifiee. the deviation hvm the original 
sjtitution. The. conduct <^ Samuel on this 
was prudent and moderate-: he fiurly. laid 
the people the dangers of an <»i^tal despotiami. 
the only moBfliich^ then known,, with all tbe.esxac^ 
tions and oppressions of afibitiwry powca:;; and left 
them to m^do their choice. The popular feelin^^ 
wias d0cided in iavoun ofi the change. . Tlie. oegMi 
object therefoi?e waa the ejection o£ the Kin^. 
The nomination took place by divine inatructiDDi. 
}^% may.' be ad^oaired on tiie jdainett principles «f. 
buiiMui policy> The upnigpbt: and: disintorestoi 
l^anpu^ s^md no fiupour to hia oiwt fiimilyi kin^ 
clrsed^ oi: tribft^ It. waA. expedient that, thfe king. 
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AouU b^ ckoeen infiam tiie •oathtgtn trikes^ v» 
ttdre inmedktely expos^ to the most datngerouft 
and kdBkcaible enemy. A prinee «f Ather of 
Naptbui miglit have neglected the iiitereBCi of 
Jttdak and fi^jalnin. An election fh)tn the gn&at 
rival tribes of £|ihrajin or Jodah nlight excite 
oNittml jealoaay, or dread of a domineering mflu* 
enee among die weaker clans. A youth of ringu-* 
hfAy tall and ttrikin^ person, an eminent distinct 
tsan in the Eaat, arrived at Raihah. He was the 
M» of a Benjamidsh chieftain^ and had been wen«> 
daring in search of tome asses, a valuable property^ 
winch his ftther had lost% Him Samuel is directed 
la nominate and receive with regal honours^ 
Giving him the chief aeat and distinguished por* 
tioti at a fhast where thirty persons Were present^ 
he proceeds privately to anomt him as the fututa 
kiliff* But me you& was to be prepared Ibr hift 
high office by a course of religious instruction ( 
and his mind imbued with deep and powerAal en^ 
thusii^m for the national law and national fiuth» 
He wns sent to one of those schools of the prophets, 
aaost likely instituted by Samuel, where the pupils 
were initiated in the circle of Hebrew educatma) 
rriigious knowledge, religious music, md religious 
poetry. Here the character of the youth was 
tn^ally changed: he mingled in the sacred dances s 
hia spirit became Aill of lofty and aspiring thoughts. 
So totally was the former levity and carelessness 
o^-^hfts youdi cast off, that his wondering oompa<fc 
triota exclaimed, Is Saul alio among the prophets t 
Thus qualified for the royal dignity, at a solemn 
assembly at Mizpeh, Saul is msignated by lot» 
and received as lung, not indeed witbout mformnf 
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or <^position from some few factions spirits, iMLttby 
the unanimous consent of the great majority. Has 
first measure was bold, and answerable to the polF 
lic expectation, as showing that the strength and 
vigilance of the royal power would extend its pro- 
tection to the remotest part of the commonwealth. 
■Nahash, king of the Ammonites, had invaded ite 
TransjordanTc tribes, and now besieged the ttwn 
of Jabez, in Gilead. He demanded that the inha- 
bitants should submit to have their eyes put out^ 
a revolting act of cruelty, which he had exacted, 
as a sign of subjection, from all the people he bad 
subdued. The inhabitants sent in all haste to die 
king for succour. Saul instantly hewed a yoke «f 
oxen to iHeces, and sent this sign, like the fiery 
cross of the Highlanders, to summon all the tribes 
of Israel. The army mustered to the number -of 
330,000 men. The Ammonites were totally 'de- 
feated and dispersed. The young king signalized 
his victory by. an act of mercy; though persuaded 
to use his power to revenge himself on the fectiotts 
persons who had opposed his elevation, he revised, 
and declared that the life of no Israelite should be 
sacrificed at such a period of-public rejoicing. 

Encouraged by this prosperous commencement, 
Samuel assembled the people at Gilgal. Here 
the upright magistrate solemnly appealed to tbe 
whole assembly to bear witness to die justice and 
integrity of his administration, invited their scru- 
tiny, and defied -their censure : and thus, havii^ 
given a public account of his charge, rebuked the 

Seople both by his own words and a sign from 
eaven, a thunder-storm at the unusual time of 
the wheat-harvest, -for their innovation on tbe 
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«fltabiiahed constitution without direct pre-instruc- 
taoti ficom heaven, he surrendered his judicial au* 
diority, and proceeded to the formal inauguration 
of the king elect. 

Thus ended die period of the Judges ; a period, 
if- carelessly surveyed, of alternate slavery and 
Moody struggles for -independence. Hence may 
rashly be inferred the total failure of the Mosaic 
polity in securing the happiness of the people. It 
has already been shown that the views of the legis- 
lator were not completely carried into effect, and 
that the miseries of the people were the natural 
consequences of their deviation from v their original 
statutes. But, in fact, out of this period of about 
460 years, not one-fourth was passed under foreign 
oppression, and many of the servitudes seem to 
have been local, extaiding only over certain tribes, 
not over the whole nation. Above 300 years of 
peaceful and uneventful happiness remain, to which 
history, <)nly faithful in recording the crimes and 
sttflfenngs of man, bears the favourable testimony 
of her silence. ,If the Hebrew nation did not 
enjoy a high degree of intellectual civilization, yet 
as simple husbandmen, possessing perfect freedom, 
equal laws, the regular administration of justice — 
cultivatihg a soil which yielded bountiiully, yet 
required but light labour — with a reli^on strict 
as. regards the morals which are essential to indi- 
vidual, domestic and national peace, yet indulgent 
in every kind, of social and festive enjoyment, — 
the descendants of Abraham had reached a higher 
state of virtue and happiness than any other nation 
of the period. An uniform simplicity of manners 
pervaded the whole people ; they were all shep- 
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Jierd9 or hi]s)[Niii4ipen. Gidaoi^ w^s gamyyiffiynd, 

to deliver hU country^ from t^e threshing-floor c 
Saul, even after )}e was elected king, was A>iuid 
driving his herd: David was educat(e4 in &^ 
sheepj^ld. ^nt ^he habits of thje people are no- 
where described with s^ch apparent fidelity ^d 
lively interest as ii^ ^he rnr^ t^e of Ruth and her 
kinsman — a histo|:y whj/ch wfd^eB ^11 t^^ sweetness 
of the best pasjlbral p9et|:y with tiie truth and 
simplicity of rea} life. Nqwi ^oweveir, we inust 
turn to db^ r^se, thp greatness, and ^e fall of the 
Hebrew n^oi^arphy. 
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Some time must h^ve elapsed between the nomi* 
nation of Saul and his active and regular adminis- 
tration of the kingly office : he was a youth when 
nominated, his son Jonathan now appears grown 
up, a gallant and daring warrior. The monarch's 
first care was to form a regular and disciplined 
army ; for the Philistines were mustering the most 
numerous and overpowering host they had ever 
brought into the field. Jonathan began the war 
by attacking a garrison at Geba, before the pre- 
parations were completed. The Philistines broke 
into the country, and, with 3000 chariots and 6000 
horse, swept the whole region. The panic-stricken 
Israelites fled on all sides : the few troops which 
obeyed the trumpet of Saul met at Gilgal. Here 
Sam, in direct violation of the Hebrew constitution 
and the express command of Samuel, took upon 
himself the priestly function, and offered sacrifice. 
The union of these two offices in one person 
would either have given an overweening weight, 
to the kingly authority ; or the religious primacy, 
instead or maintaining its independent dignity, 
-would have sunk into a subordinate branch of 
the royal office. Samuel, who, if he offered sa- 
crifice, probably assumed that right as belonging 
to the prophetic function, denounced, as the pe- 
nalty of Saul's oflence, that the kingdom should 
not be hereditary in his line, but pass' into that 
of a man more obedient to the divine institutions. 
In the meantime -the Philistines overran the ter- 
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ritory ; part tamed southward to the valley neai< 
the Dead Sea, part to the mountainous coimtnp 
of Ephraim, part towards the Jordan as far atf 
Ophrah. They seized all the arms, and carrie^^ 
away all the smiths in the ooiAitry) forcing tbti 
iafaahitants to go to their towns to get all their 
larger implements of husbandry ground. Sniai} 
occupied ttie strong fortress of Gibenh witb dDO' 
ilUarmed men. From this critical situation iie» 
was delivered by an adventurous expfeit ofJ^oB^ 
than. This daring youth, unknown to his fatherr 
and accompanied only by his armour-bearer, scaled 
a r^ck which was an outpost of the enemy, elem 
twenty men, and threw such confusion into the 
camp that the army, most likdy formed of diflleravt 
tribes, fell upon each other. Saul, pero^ving .thns 
from the height of Gibeah, rushed down, and m* 
creased the tumult. The Philistines fled on oM 
sides : the Israelites sallied forth from their hiding-- 
places in the woods and rocks, and slew tbeai 
without mercy. The blow would hay« been mor^ 
fatal but for an impolitic vow of Saul, who had 
adjured the people not to taste food till the dose 
of the day. Many evils ensued from this rasb 
oath. The weary soldiers could not pursue their 
advantage : when they came to eat, they seil^d 
the spou, and, in direct violaticm of the law, eat* 
the meat while the blood was still in it, Saul 
hastened to prevent this crime, and commanded a. 
large stone to be rolled forward, on which tht 
catde might be slain, and the blood flow effi' 
Worse than all, Jonathan was found to ha¥e vio^ 
lated the vow, of which he was ignorant, by tastilMr'* 
a little wild honey, Saul was about to sacri&ci 
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UftBobie and vktBaoiu sen for this bmdi of d]»« 
^ffiim^f and die Hebrew annah nielit kave aatvriM 
jiatad the glory or the eriaow of the Ronian Tor-' 
^aatnay fant the people, wkh more humane Ibelufgy 
interleTed, and £iibade the executioik 
• Saul eontinBed to wage a soooessftd war with 
hm eneiiies on all quartos : the moat harassiajf 
ttid* vnconqueKablei were the wild tribes of tto 
teeaty called the Aiiialeidte& These fieroer iua«* 
M a il e rs constantly hovered on the bovders, swelled 
the Philistine armiear or followed, in* the rear, hici? 
Tartar hordes, pillaging and massaeving ; and, as* 
the Israelites had no cavalry, retveated without 
late. t» the seouri^ of their deserts. It Unas: ai 
anael bnt inevitable policy toicsrvy a wair of enn 
taemmaiidn into their countryi Them waB< an^ okb 
find of blood between the nations^ since their iima 
attadc on tiie Isvaelities near Sinaib Tfaewai^lawr 
of nsDiions, and-, neosasifty,. as well as. the dlviiitti 
connnand, justified tixis roeasune; Evan the flocto 
and herds wafm to be involved' in the- general 
dBat inat ion, test tise scattered, fiigitives (for the 
tySbO' was not sot entarely aomihila^ but that it} 
afipeared again in force during^ David's residence' 
at- Zihlag-,) should re^flssemble^ and form -a newi 
flbttiement on; the. laraelitisb frontier,. hi« ihm 
cpndnct of this expedition Saul/ again- tcansgresaed* 
the. divine oonunandment : he: reserved the best^ 
pnsir.ofi th^- spoil, under- the: pretext of offindngitf 
iaiinorifice^ and spaied the life of the king. Tfaerei 
aonuM u to be an obvious policy, in^ this connnand* ix» 
dastiwy ail pluadmr; lest the laraelitea should have^ 
been, tempted^ to makei marauding excumioHS u^n' 
thaaa nei^bonrs^andby degrees be: ttained up ae 
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an &nibitiou8 and conquering people.- This dangiar 
the lawgiver clearly foresaw, if th^ should 'Ml 
under a monarchy. Agag the king of the Attitde<^ 
kites, to whom the Jews owed long arrears '&t 
vengeance for his cruelties to their oounftrytneR,. 
was hewn in pieces before the altiu* hy the ^Odm^ 
mand of Samuel — ^a fearful example to the mev^ 
ciless chieftains of the wild tribes: As thy snM/iNit 
hath made women childless^ so shall thy mother be 
childless among women. But his repeated acta of 
disobedience had destroyed all hope of findmg in 
Saul a religious and constitutional king, punctual 
in 'his coi^ormity to the law of the lana and to- 
the divine commandment. Another fatal obj«<»* 
tion to his sovereignty, and that of his race, began 
to display itself: he was seized ' with the wont 
malady to which mankind is subject; and as thir. 
paroxysms of his insanity became more irequeni. 
and violent, the brave though. intractable watrior- 
syak into a moody and jealous tyrant. 

The early history of David is involved in con- 
siderable difficulty. The events are here relived 
in what appears Uie most easy and natural ordnr. 
Samuel, by the divine command^ went down to 
Bethlehem to sacrifice, and there . selected and 
anointed as king the youngest of the. eight sons ot 
Jesse ; a beautiful youth, dien employed in bis hh 
ther's pastures, where he had already signalized hit 
bravery by combatii^ and sla3ring.two wild beairtB,' 
a lion and a bear. A short time ad^er, in the eoume 
of the Philistine war, the whole army of the lavae- 
lites was defied by. a gigantic champion, Goliahof 
Gath, who was almost cased in brazen armour. .Not* 
withstanding a splendid reward <iffered by Saul^ noi 
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^)viipri6r dared to confront this terrible foe. Sud- 
4^y a youth, of modesty. and piety equal to his) 
beauty and valour, appeared; accepted the com- 
bat,, slew the insulting Philistine with a stone from. 
}m sling, and returned, in triuipph, with . the head 
of the enemy, to the camp. This bold achieve- < 
meat endeared David to the kindred spirit of Jona- 
tii^fiv the son of Saul, and proved the commence- 
ment . of a romantic friendship, one of the • most 
beautiful incidents in the Jewish annals. But in 
their triumphant songs the maidens of Israel had 
taised the fame of David above that of Saul : deep 
and rankling jealousy sank into the distempered 
miod of the monarch. For several years the in-< 
cioeasing malady preyed upon. his spirit, tiU it was^ 
ttkought that the power of music (in modem times,. 
saad among nations less susceptible of deep emo- 
tioQA .from sound, employed not without success 
in.iGnses of derangement,) might soothe him to 
composure. David, who may have passed the- 
intermediate time in a prophetic school, had at-, 
tdioed that exquisite skill in music. and poetry 
W^ieh appears in the energy and tenderness of his - 
pealms. He was summoned to attend upon the 
kiog. . At first the wayward spirit of Saul is .al- 
layed; but the paroxysms return: twice he at- 
tempts the life of David; but his trembling hand 
cainoot direct the spear with fatal force. In his. 
lucid i interval he promotes David to a military, 
command, in which the future king acquires uni-. 
veciBal popularity. A short time after, Saul .pro- 
mises, him his daughter i in marriage, on the invi- 
dious condition that he should bring the foreskins 
o£ a Jiundred Piiilistines. David. and his troop4 
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slew twa kiJBidred; and feeeiT6d< hot M6nilb» tinr 
dafllghter of Semi who had heen promiBed to hiia 
al fixst^ but Miohaly #ka loved him tenderly^ ai 
his r)e;3VMdk In a ebnference itit^ the Phiiist^ 
(ilHdftaailB, he acqiuyed gi^est i^vMdonf 6V«ti 
aiaong the elieiny, for his wisdom* in eoiHI^h 
Ther jealousy of Saul again' broke out) bat WW 
i^yed by the frieiutiy i»terf6rende» of JonathMl^ 
New tritikn{dis of David excited Uttw hostility ; afMl 
haardly saved by a strktagfem- of his wife^ w4iO' 
pla^d an image in his- bed> he' fled t» Samuel, tffe 
iLaHiah.' Ofiice»r were dispatdied to seiiile hinas;' 
t&ey found' him emfiloyed among- the saoredchoiy; 
wiiD}. wil^' SaHniri at their he»l, were chaiitillg' 
some- of their solemn v^gious h3innil8k- Th^ma^' 
a«iigef» weye seized witb die^ samei eftthiSAiasiii^' 
and min^d' th^ir voices^ witll tlioflier of tke>' pi^ 
idiets. Thffde^ times the awe of the inspiKsd fvo^ 
phets Chus prevemed the officenr of Saul^ lft>mf 
exSdcuting his coibmandsi At length Sattl himsiil 
set forth with the same hostile* deiligil; but fafo' 
melancholy spirit was- not proof agaiiUBt the saored' 
oontagioB^; the early and gentte associatioiis^ iSi 
his youth aroiM widnn him>; he^ too oast o&' biv 
i(0yaii habits^* and^ took his-fonner placd ki the'd^-^ 
vodonld assembly; 

After this iteeondliatiohv David was rd#eaed* 
fb>mfitew danger by the- generous hitexvelitioii'd^ 
«R>nathaii. Thils- noble you^^ not«mei^y siieiriiiiied* 
bisT hopes of a kingly suocSesnoii to^kis fHeild;<'t|rt^' 
designated hax^ of the^tkroiie ;. but,< eonfrotiliingi titer 
worst paroxysm of his Cither's fraizy^had- netyrijia 
lost, his life.' The lanee' aimed at khn niMed-its 
blom- Dttvidnvaa made asouafentad widi 
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^ Im fiiend's interference by a cmioerted tngnsA, 
md after taking a long farewell of Jon^han, he 
isade fait ewm^ to Nob, a sacerdotal city in the 
iribe of Benjamin. Here he pretended a secret 
tBiBsion from the king ; deceived by his plausible 
atory, in order to hasten him on his way, the 
priest bestowed on him a part of the bread o£fer- 
mgy which it waa profanation m any but those of 
Iievitical race to touch; and the more valuable 
present of Goliah's sword, which had been laid 
up as atrophy. David then fled to Gath; but 
mistrusting the hospitality of the Philistine king, 
hd feigned idiotcy, anfl escaped to a wild oave, 
that or Adullam, where he became the captain of 
vsn mdependent troop of adventures, composed of 
the discontented and distressed from all quarters. 
He was joined by some marauders, warriors cf 
remarkable bravery, from the tribe of Gad, who 
eiofifsed the Jordan and placed themselves under 
fais banner. The devoted attachment of these meh 
t^* their chieftain was shown in a gdknt exploit 
p«e&»nned by three of them, who broke dirough 
the Philistine army to procure' water fbr David, 
^ich he had earnestly willed to have from his 
native fountain in Bet&ehem. But Dairid would 
dot taste water purchased at sudi a risk as the 
Ktes^ of three Iffave Ttieit--^he poured k out t^ the 
Lord* ■ This gallant troop undertook no enterprize 
^Mibst their native country, but they fell on the 
I^iQii^e anny, who w«te besieging some valuable 
com 'magazines at Keilah, and defeated them with 
gp^eat slau^ter. 

.'Smttly in the mean time, had wreaked dreadful 
^^tageance on the priesdiood* F«om the ihforip 
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mation of Doeg, an Edomite, he had been apf 
prised of the service rendered to David at Nob* 
by Abimelech. His jealous nature construed 
this into a general conspiracy of the whole order* 
He commanded their indiscriminate slaughter; 
his awe-struck followers revised to embnie thcb 
hands in holy blood; and Saul was forced to em<- 
ploy . the less scrupulous arm of an aUen» the 8aB«- 
guinary Doeg. Eighty-five of the sacred ordear 
were slain, Abiathar, &e son of Abimelech,' fled 
to David. After this atrocity Saul set out in 
pursuit of David, and had almost surprised him 
at Keilah. The fugitive, haying entrusted his fsh 
mily to the generous protection of the king, of 
Moab, fled from cave to rock, from desert to 
fatness, perpetually making hair-l»eadth escapes, 
yet disdaining to make use of any advantage^ ot 
to commit any violence against the person of his 
royal enemy, who was twice withm his power. 
Once the king retired^ to sleep in a cave at £n- 
gedi, the inner part of which was the lurkiag plaoe 
of David. He cut ofi* the skirt of his robe, and 
then making himself known, expressed his repent- 
ance for having so far ventured ^ desecrate the 
royal person. The better spirit of Saul revived, 
and a temporary accommodation took plaoe. A 
second time David, by the negligatce of his guaivd, 
surprised the king sleeping as before in his tent ; 
he repressed the murderous, intentions of his oon- , 

E anion, Abiathar; but to show what he asigfat 
ave done, carried away a spear and a cruise of 
water that stood by his bed side. He then finqn 
the top of a hill reproved Abner, Saul's general, 
ibr keeping so. negligent a watch over the saend 
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S»rsoB of the monarch. The maehanimity. of 
avid was equalled by the generous ndielity of Jo- 
nathan, who, regardless of his own advancement, 
die great object of his father's jealousy, expressed 
his anxious desire that David might succeed to the 
dirone of Israel, and he himself fill the subordi- 
nate place of his vizier. But the resentment of 
Saul is implacable; he gives to another Michal, 
David's wife ; and David himself, like Themistocles 
or Coriolanus, takes refuge in the capital of his 
country's enemy; but with no design either of hos- 
tility to his native land, or even of revenge against 
the ungrateful king. Achish assigns him the town 
of Ziklag for his residence, where he dwells with 
his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, the widow 
of the churlish Nabal, from whom, during his firee- 
booting life, he had demanded a supply of pro- 
visions, in return for the protection which his 
troops had afforded to the pastures of the Israel*- 
ites. Abigail had arrestedrhis wrath firom her par- 
Mmonious husband, who refused the succour re- 
ifnired, by propitiatory gifts ; and Nabal, dying of 
drunkenness and terror, David took her as his 
wife. Thus an involuntary exile, David found 
himself in great difficulty to avoid embarking in 
hostilities against his native land. For some time 
he deceived the Philistine king by making inroads 
on the wild tribes of the desert, while he pretended 
that his troops had been employed in ravaging 
Jttdea. His embarrassment increased when the 
king of the Philistines seized the &vourable op- 
poTtunity to renew the war; and he was formally 
snmoioned to ranee his forces under the banner 
'Of his new liege lord. He appeared at the ren- 
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dezvous; but he was fortunately relieved from 
this difficult position by the jealous mistrust of the 
Philistine chieftains. Dismissed from the invading 
army, he found on his return to Ziklag that hid 
old enemies, the Amalekites, had made a sudden 
descent on his residence, buint the city, and carried 
off all the women and children. David pursues, 
overtakes, falls on them by night, slaughters them 
without mercy, and having rescued the captives, 
returns laden with booty. 

The end of the unhappy Saul drew near. Ill 
supported by his subjects, many of whom, even in 
the remotest districts, seem to have maintained 
a friendly correspondence with David, he deter- 
mined to risk his crown and kingdom on a great 
battle with the Philistines. Still, however, haunted 
with that insatiable desire of searching into thfe 
secrets of futurity, inseparable from uncivilized 
man, he knew not to what quarter to turn. The 
priests, who had esc^»ed the massacre, outraged 
by his cruelty, had forsaken him ; the Urim and 
Thummim was with Abiathar, he knew not where. 
The prophets stood aloof; no dreams visited his 
couch; he had persecuted even the unlawful di- 
viners. He hears at length of a female necro- 
mancer, a woman with the spirit of Ob : strangely 
similar in sound to the Obeah women in the rf est 
Indies. 

To the cave-dwelling of this woman, in £nd6t» 
the monarch proceeds in disguise. The woman 
at first alleges her fears of the severity with which 
the laws against necromancy were then executed. 
Saul promises her impunity. He commands her 
to raise the spirit of Samuel. At this dsring de*- 
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inand of raising a man of such dignity and im- 
portance, the woman first recognizes, or pretends 
to recognise, her royal visitant. " Whom seest 
thou?" says the king; *' mighty ones ascending 
from the earth."— "Of what form?" " An old 
man covered with a mantle" — Saul in terror bows 
his head to the earth, and, it should seem, not 
daring to look up, receives from the voice of the 
spectre the awful mtimation of his defeat and death. 
On the realilT of this scene, we presume not to 
decide : the figure, if figure there were, was not 
seen by Saul; and, excepting the event of the 
approaching battle, the spirit said nothing which 
the living prophet had not said before repeatedly 
and ^ubficly. But the fact is curious, as showing 
the popular belief of the Jews in departed spirits 
to nave been the same with that of most other 
nation^. 

. The prophecy, like others, may have contributed 
to its own accomplishment. In the bloody battle 
of Gilboa, the Israelites were totally defeated. 
J<mathan and the other sons of Saul were slain ; 
and the desperate monarch, determined not to out- 
live his fall, commanded his armour-bearer to 
pierce him with his sword. The faithful servant 
refused to obey. His master then fell on his own 
sword, but the wound not being mortal, he called 
on a youth, an Amalekite, to drive the weapon 
home. The faithful armour-bearer slew himself 
an his master's corpse. The bodies of Saul and 
Jonathan were taken by the Philistines, treated 
irith great indignity, and that of Saul hung on 
^e walls of the city of Beth-Shan, afterwards 
Scythopolis. It was soon afrer rescued by a daring 
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incursion made by the inhabitants of Jabesh, ais^ 
beyond Jordan, who, remembering how Saui hfld 
rescued their city from the cruelty of the Am*- 
monites at the commencement of his reign, dii*- 
played that rarest of virtues, gratitude to a fallen 
monarch ; and adorned the annals of their country 
with one of its most noble incidents. 

The news of the battle of Gilboa soon reached 
David. The young Amalekite took possession of 
the bracelet and ornaments of Saul, and earned 
them with all possible speed to his designated siw- 
cessor ; but David ordered him to execution for 
thus assisting in the death and plundering the pet^ 
son of the king. He expressed the deepest ^sorrow, 
not merely for the defeat of Israel and the death 
of his dear friend Jonathan, but also for that of 
the gallant monarch, whose early valour demanded 
unmixed admiration, whose malady might ex- 
tenuate much of his later aberrations. Dtfring 
David's wild and adventurous life, his poetic faculty 
had been constantly kept alive. Many of his 
most affecting elegies receive a deeper interest 
when read in connection with his personal history ; 
but none is more touching than that which he 
composed on the death of Saul and Jonathan-^ 
lovely and pleasant in their Iwes, in their death n^t 
divided. 

But David did not waste the time in lamenta- 
tions, he suddenly appeared at Hebron, was wel- 
comed by the tribe of Judah, and immediately 
raised, by common acclamation, to the vacant 
throne. Abner, the most powerfiil of the military 
leaders in the army of Saul, and his neaf relative, 
appealed to the jealousy of the northern tribes 


DATID KINO. iSl 

\ 

Ifsmst Judah, and set up Ishbosheth, SauVs only 
Bitrviying son, as king. Ishboshcth was totally 
unit for the high situation ; and af^er Abner had 
supported the contest for more than two years by 
kis personal weight and activity, on some disgust 
he fell off to David. But unfortunately in a battle 
which had taken place at Gibeon, he had slain 
Asahel, the brother of Joab, David's most power- 
ful follower. Joab in revenge assassinated him 
with his own hand. David was deeply grieved, 
and as well to show his regret, as to remove all 
Suspicion of participation m the crime, Abner re- 
eetved an honourable burial, and the king appeared 
as cMef mourner. The loss of Abner was fatal 
to the party of Ishbosheth, and as the falling 
never want enemies, he was put to death by some 
of his own followers. Rechab and Baanah, the 
murderers, instead- of meeting with a welcome re- 
ception and reward from David, were executed for 
dieir crime. 

The power and character of David, now thirty 
years old, triumphed over all the jealousies of the 
tribes. The whole nation received him as their 
king ; their united forces ranged themselves under 
his banner, their most valiant captains took pride 
in obeying his commands. The Philistines, who, 
from the terror of his name, seem immediately to 
have withdrawn within their own frontier, were 
defeated in all quarters. Yet the exterminating 
character of the former wars with this people may 
be estimated from the number of troops contributed 
from the several tribes, if indeed the numbers are 
correct.* Judah musters only 6,000 men, Ephraim, 
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SOySOO, Zebulun, 50,000 ; the powerful tribes %^, 
yond Jordan, 1^0,000 men. 

After residing seven years and a half at Hebrosyv 
David determined to found a capital city^ which 
lAould thenceforth be the seat of the govemm^t 
and the religion. Josephus asserts that the foun-^ 
dation of Jerusalem and the building of the temple^ 
were expressly enjoined by Moses» and that he 
even anticipated the nature of the hill, on which 
the latter was to stand, and the size of its stones* 
But, except, in one obscure prophetic passive, 
there is no allusion, to Jerusalem in the writings oi 
the lawgiver. The German writer, Herder, haa 
drawn an ingenious inference from a verse in the 
same last prophecy of Moses, where the passage ia 
found, in which Jerusalem is supposed to be den 
signated. It is said of Zebulun, they shall call 
the people into the mountain, there they shall pffer^ 
sacrifices of righteousness* This mountain he supn 
poses to be Tabor, on the borders of Issadiar 
and Zebulun, which stands alone at the edge of 
II vast plain, with a fine level space on its toiv 
admirably calculated for the site of a city; while 
the sides are richly clothed with wood, and capable 
of a high degree of cultivation. Herder dwells 
with great eloquence on the conunanding majesty 
9nd the strength of a situation which is seen on 
all sides from an immense distance, and overlooked 
by^ no neighbouring eminence. It is an obvious 
objection to this hypothesis that Tabor fell early^ 
in the days of Joshua, into the . power of the 
Israelites, but no attempt was made either to found 
a city, or transfer thither the tabernacle and ark o^ 
God. 


- Bat Jenualeia was destined to become the seat 
of the Hebrew govenunent, and the scene of more 
^adraordinary events, . more strange and awful 
vidssitudes, than any city in the umverse, not ex-* 
ei^tuig Rpme. There, stood on the borders of 
Jodah and Benjamin a strong fortress, which had 
remained in the possession of the native inhabi- 
tants, the Jebusites, since the conquest of Canaan* 
The natural strength and long security of the 
diadel tempted the Jebu^tes to treat a summons 
to surrender witli insolent defiance. David, how- 
ever^ took both the town and the citadel, which 
stopd pn Moimt Sion, and there established hia 
royal residence* The situation of Jerusalem is 
le^iarkably imposing, it stands on several emi-» 
B^ices of unequ^ heights, some parts of which 
sk^e gradually, on others the sides are abrupt and 
precipitous. All around, ^excepting in the norths 
rua deep ravii^s or valleys, like entrenchments 
formed by nature, beyond which arise mountains 
of greater height, which encircle and seem to pro* 
tect the city. It is open only to the north, as if 
the way had been levelled, for the multitudes £rom 
the rest of the tribes- to arrive at the holy city 
without difficulty or obstacle. The hill of Sion, 
on which David's city stood, rose to the south, it 
was divided by a deep and narrow ravine from the 
other hills, over which the city gradually spread. 

The next great step of David was the re-esta<r 
blishment of the national religion with suitable 
dignity and magnificence. Had David acted solely 
&om political motives, this measure had been the 
wisest lie could adopt. The solemn assembling 
of the tribes .would not only cement the politicd 
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union of the monarchy ; but increase the opulencs 
of his capital, and promote the internal commerct 
of the country: while it brought the heads of tlw 
tribes, and indeed the whole people, under the 
cognizance and personal knowledge of the sove- 
reign, it fixed the residence of the more emin^it 
among the priesthood* in the metropolis. 
• The ark, after the restoration by the ]^hilistines» 
had probably remained * at Kirjath Jearim ; fix>m 
<lience it was moVed' with the greatest state, at- 
tended by David at the head of 30,000 men. It 
Ivas placed on a car, Uzzah, who presumed to 
touch it, was struck dead. * Wherever it moved, 
it was escorted wil^ instruments of music and 
hymns, which recalled all the former wonders of 
the Jewish history, the triumphs of God over his 
enemies. That noble ode, the 68th Psalm, Let 
God arise, and let his enemies be scattered, is gene- 
rally supposed to have been written on this oocfr- 
sion. The ark remained for three months in the 
house of Obed-Edom, while preparations were 
making for its solemn reception within the city. 
When the pavilion was ready, David made a feast 
for the whole people, and himself having cast off 
his royal robes, and put on a simple linen tunic, 
joined the procession, which was conducted with 
diat dramatic union of music, singing, and dancing, 
common to > the festal worship of all southern 
nations. On this second removal the 105th and 
106th Psalms were sung. Michal alone, the 
daughter of Saul, the wife of David's youth, whom 
on- his accession he had taken back, entered not 
into the general enthusiasm: she rebuked her 
husband L thus derogating 'fiom the royd dig- 
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taty^' oi which she seems to have entertained truly 
Oriental notions. David, offended hy her pre- 
iOlDption and irreligion, from that time vabstained 
^<wn her bed. 

David had already built a royal palace, with the 
ittsisrtance of Hiram, king of Tyre, of whom he 
received cedar timber from Lebanon, and expert- 
Sliced artisans. This was the commencement of 
^at amity between the Tynans and the Hebrews 
so mutually advantageous to the two nations, the 
one agricultural, and the other commercial* The 
teligious king, in pursuance of the wise policy 
which led him to found a capital, and reinstate the 
religion in its former splendour, determined to 
Imild a permanent temple. The tabernacle might 
be suitable' to the God of the wandering Israelites, 
but a more solid and durable edifice seemed 
accordant to the Deity of a settled people. See, 
now, says the king to the prophet Nathan, / dwell 
4n an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth 
fpkhin curtains. The prophet at nrst highly ap- 
proved of this pious design ; but shortly afler, the 
divine commandment was proclaimed, that DaVid 
was to desist from the great national enterprize, 
and leave the glory of it to his son, who was to 
inherit his throne. The reason of the prohibition 
is most remarkable, entirely in- unison with the 
'Spirit of the Mosaic institutions, which aimed at 
forming a peaceful, not a warlike or conquering 
people. Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast 
made great wars, thou shalt not build a house unto 
my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon 
tne earth in my sisht. From whence could so sub- 
lime a precept descend, amidst a people- situated 
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M the Jews then were, unless firom the grekt 
Father pf Love and Mercy. 

The sanguinary career of David's victorious 
arms was not yet terminated. On every side he 
extended his frontier to the furthest limits of the 
promised land, and secured the whole country by 
the unrelenting extermination of its restless ene- 
mies. He debated the Philistines, and took Gath 
and a great part of their dominion. He conquered 
and established galrisons in the whole territory of 
Edom : Hadad, the last of the royal race, fled to 
Egypt. He treated the Moabites with still greater 
severity, putting to the sword a great part of the 
population. He overthrew the Syrians of Zobah* 
(supposed by Michaelis to be the kingdom of 
Nisibis, bordering on Armenia, which w^ famous 
£br its breed of horses,) Zobah lay between the 
Transjordantc tribes and the Euphrates, they were 
routed with a loss of 1,000 chariots, 700 horsemezii 
and 20,000 foot. Faithful to the law, he mutilated 
all the horses, except a certain number reserved for 
state and splendour. The S3rrians of Damascus 
marched to the defence of their kindred, but re- 
treated, having suffered the loss of 22fi00 men. 
The kingdom of Hamath entered into a strict alli- 
ance with the conqueror. Thus the Euphrates be- 
came the eastern boundary of the Hebrew kingdom'; 
the northern was secured by the occupation of the 
fortresses in the kingdom of Damascus, and by the 
friendly state of Tyre; the southern by the ruin of 
the Philistines and the military possession of Edom* 

In the height of his power, David did not forget 
hfs generous friend, Jonathan. One of his sons, 
Mephibosheth, a lame youth, still survived. He 
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leas sent for, kindly received, and assigned a main- 
tenance at the royal table. David sooii after re^^ 
stored to him the personal estate of Saul, which 
V9S entrusted to the management of his adherent^ 
Ziba. The estate must have been considerable, 
much larger than the patrimonial inheritance of 
Saul ; perhaps, increased by confiscation during his 
possession of royal authority. A new war broke 
out shortly against the Ammonites, who had entered 
into a defensive alliance with several of the Sy lan 
princes. The war originated in this manner. On 
the accession of Hanun, the son of Nahash, to the 
tlirone, David, who had been on friendly terms 
with the father, sent an embassy of congratulation. 
The Ammonites, suspecting the embassadors to be 
spies, treated them with me greatest contumely; 
shaved their beards, the worst insult that can b^ 
inflicted in the East, cut their garments short, and 
dismissed them. The forces of David marched 
immediately into the country, commanded by Joab 
and Abishai, who totally defeated the Ammonites 
and their allies. Another formidable army of Sy-^ 
rians making its appearance, David took arms in 
person, and discomfited them with the loss of 700 
chariots. 

So far unexampled splendour and prosperity 
had marked the reign of David; the remaindet 
was as gloomy as disastrous^ His own crime was 
the turning point of his fortunes. Walking on the 
terrace roof of his palace, he looked down on the 
bath of a neighbouring harem, in which he saw a 
beauti^ woman, Bath^eba, the wife of Uriah, a 
man of Canaanitish descent, but one of his^ bravesit 
soldiers. He became enamoured of her^ and sent 
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for her to bis palace.* To cover the eonsequ^ncett 
of his crime,, ber husband was summoned from the 
army, then occupied with the siege of Rabbah, the 
capital of the Ammonites. But Uriah, either front 
secret suspicion, or mere accident, avoided- the 
snare; the brave warrior refused to enjoy the com-** 
forts and luxuries of his home, while his comp^ioiiSB 
in arms were sleeping in the open air. Foiled in 
his purpose, David plunged headlong down thia 
precipitous declivity of guilt : he sent secret orders 
that Uriah should be exposed on a post of dangeir^ 
where his -death was inevitable. H^ did not per^ 
petrate this double • crime without remonstraoee: 
The prophet Nathan addressed to him the beautiful 
and affecting apologue of the rich man who, while 
possessed of abundant flocks, took by force the one 
ewe lamb of the poor man to feast a stranger. - The 
bitterness of the king's repentance may be estimated 
by his own sad and pathetic expressions in the 
poems, particularly the ^Ist Psalm, composed oA 
this humiliating subject. But henceforth the hand 
of God was against him. The Ammonitish war^ 
indeed, was brought to a favourable termination ; 
Joab, after wasting the whole country, pressed the 
dege of Rabbah. David joined the army, and 
tQok the city ; . where he wreaked the most dreadful 
vengeance on the inhospitable people. All, those 
at- least, who were 'found in arms, were put under 
sawsy and imder harrows of iron^ and under axes ef 
tront and made to pass through the brick kiln. The 
long hostilities of the nations around Palestine weie 
not likely to mitigate the ferocity of the usages of 
war; and. the Ammonites seem to have been -die 
n^ost salvage people of the whde region, and weie^ 
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for.ftliid reason, as well as on account of their Cfon- 
iuct to the embassadors, whose persons are sacred 
aiatong the fiercest tribes, selected as fearful ex-* 
maples to the enemies of Israel. But now the life 
^f David began to darken, a curse, faud as that, 
which the old Grecian tragedy delights to paint, 
huk^ oyer his house. Incest,, fratricide, rebellion 
^f the son against the father, civil war, the ex- 
pulsion of the king from his capital — such are the 
primes and calamities which blacken the annals of 
his later years. The child, of which Bathsheba 
was. jinregnant, died ; but its lo^s was replaced by 
tbe Inrth of the famous Solomon. Worse evils fol- 
lowed. Amnon, the eldest born son of David, com- 
mitted an incestuous rfipe on Tamar, the sister of 
Absalom. Absalom (for in many eastern nations, 
aa -has before been qbserved, the honour of th^ 
heather is wounded more deeply even than that of 
the parent, by the violation of an unmarried female) 
washed out the stain in the blood of his brother. 
Themurderer fled, but by the intervention of Joab, 
Oavid's faithful captain, he was permitted to return ; 
and at length, by a singular artifice, admitted to his 
Other's presence. A. woman of Tekoah was di-; 
X^Qtei to appear in mourning apparel for the king. 
Of her two sons, one had slain .the other in an ac- 
eidental quarrel, the family nought to put the sur- 
vi¥0ff to death, and leave her alone in her childless 
house. The analogy of her situation with his own, 
fitruck the mind of David; though he detected the 
artifice, in evil hour he recalled his ofiending and 
exiled son to Jerusalem ; but still refused him per- 
imssioji to appear in his court. Before long, the 
dairing youth set fi|:e to a field of barley belonging 
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to Joab, declaring that lie had rather appeinphefiivt 
his father as a criminal, than be excluded ftowL hSk 
presence. An interview fbllowed, in whieh 'the 
parental feeling of David triumphed over his jusciee 
and his prudence. Absalom was a youth of ex^ 
quisite beauty, remarkable for his luxuruint hair; 
his manners were highly popular, and by consume 
mate address and artful impeachment of his &(lhei^'ft 
negligence in the administration of justice, he gra^ 
dually won the hearts of the whole people. He was 
fuded by Ahitophel, a man of the most profoond 
subtlety, and acute political foresight. Havioff 
thus prepared the way, he suddenly fkd to Hebroi^ 
raised the standard of revolt, and in a short timll^ 
the conspiracy grew so formidable that David was 
obliged to fly from his capital. He went &Mi 
from the eastern gate, crossed the brook Kidroii, 
and ascended the Mount of Olives, from wfaencafe 
he.looked back upon the city which he had fbunded^ 
or ornamented, the abod^ for many years of^althii 
power, his glory, and his happin^s. He was lettv- 
ug it in his old age, perhaps for ever, a miserable 
fugitive, driven forth by a people, whose independ* 
ence as a nation he had established, dnd by aa 
unnatural son, whose life hftd been his gift* He 
did not attempt to disgmse his sorrow: ^th hi^ 
head covered and his feet bare, he began his mela»» 
choly pilgrim^e, amid the tears and latnentationB 
of the people, who could not witness without cOBlk<*> 
miseration this sad example of the uncertainty of 
human greatness. Yet the greatness of^'DavM 
did not depend upon his royal stiiite ; it was withia 
his lofty soul, and inseparable flrom his coitf- 
iniuiding character. Neither- hifr piety, nor km 
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getterosky, nor bis prudence, deserted him. The 
ftkkRil priests, Zadok and Abiathar, followed him 
wi^ the ark ; he sent them back, unwilling that the 
sacred treasures of God should be exposed to the 
P^Ib and ignominy of his flight. He remonstrated 
with Ittai, a stranger, on the imprudence of adhering 
to his falling fortunes. At the same time, he left 
Husfliai, a man of great address, to counterwork 
the intrigues of the crafty Ahitophel. He had 
more trials to endure ; as he passed Bahurim, a man 
named Shimei loaded him with the bitterest and 
most contemptuous execrations. David endured 
his reproaches with the humblest resignation as 
pQHishments from the Almighty, nor would he per- 
mit his followers to attempt the chastisement of the 
ofiender. Absalom in the mean time entered 
Jerusalem without resistance. It is a singular 
mage in the East that he who assumes the crown 
of a deceased or dethroned monarch, becomes 
master of his harem. Absalom, by AhitopheFs 
a^rice, took public possession of that of David. 
Ahitophel urged the immediate pursuit of the fugi- 
ti^e^monarch, but Hushai, having insinuated him^ 
self into Absalom's counsels, insisted on the danger 
1^ driving so brave a warrior to desperation. They 
be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds like 
a hear robbed of her whelps. He advised, as a 
more prudent course, the assembling an army from 
ihe whole nation. The counsel of Hushai pre- 
Yailed ; and during the time thus gained, David es- 
fsaped beycHid the Jordan, where he was hospitably 
deceived, particularly by the wealthy Barzillai. 
The crafty politician, Ahitophel, saw at once the 
failure of his scheme, and to anticipate the ven- 
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geance of his enemies, destroyed himself. Th^ 
event justified his sagacity. A powerful army as- 
sembled round David, and the termination of the conr 
test depended on a decisive battle to be fought be<- . 
yond the Jordan. Amasa commanded the trocm | 
of Absalom, Joab those of David. Before me ! 
conflict began, the fond father gave the strict^^t 
charge, that the life of his rebellious son should b0 
respected. The battle took place on ground ear 
cumbered with wood ; and Absalom, riding at &0 
speed, got entangled in the boughs of an oak. ; 
Thus, suspended by his beautiful hair, the relent- 
less Joab found him and transfixed his body 
three darts. David awaited the issue of the 
flict in the city of Mahanaim. The messeogera II 
came rapidly one after the other to announce die 1 1 
victory. The king only answered with the qu6s-« 1 1 
tion, Is the young man Absalom safe? His Qoii«il| 
duct, when the fatal tidings at last arrived, can be l^ 
described in no other language but that of the 
sacred historian. The king was much moved^ and •■ 
,went up to the chamber over the gate and wept^ tmi I 
as he wept J thus he said, O my son, Absalom/ my 
son, my son, Absalom ! would God I had died for 
thee, Absalom, my son, my son! This ill-time^ 
though natural grief, roused the indignation of the 
■hardy Joab, and David was constrained to repress 
it. On the death of Absalom, the nation returned 
to its allegiance, the king, with humane policy, pub- 
lished a general amnesty, from whidi, not even the 
insulting Shimei was excepted. Among the faith- 
ful adherents of David, the aged Barzillai declined 
all reward, his advanced age was incapable of any 
gratification from honour or pleasure, his son Chim- 
jnam was advanced to the highest dignity. Ziba, 
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the faithless steward of Mephibosheth, endeavoure4 
to implicate his master in the conspiracy, in order 
to secure the confiscated estate. He succeeded at 
first, but Mephibosheth, exculpating himself, proved 
that he deeply mourned the expulsion of David, 
and had only been prevented following his fortunes 
by his infirmity and the crafl of Ziba. The decree 
was revoked. 

. But at this period the seeds of j&tal jealousy be- 
tween the northern tribes and that of Judah were 
sown. The northern tribes were exasperated be- 
cause the men of Judah took upon themselves to 
reinstate the king without their assent and concur- 
rence. An adventurer named Sheba put himself 
at the head of a revolt. Amasa, the general of 
Absalom, suspected of traitorous dealings with the 
insurgents, was barbarously dispatched by Joab; 
and Sheba shut up in the city of Abel, where he 
was put to death by his own party, and his head 
thrown over the wall. These two rebellions were 
followed (if the order of events be observed by the 
sacred historian,) or long preceded (if we are to 
judge from probability,) by a famine, attributed to 
some obscure crime of Saul and his bloody family, 
vin slaying the Gibeonites, the attendants on the 
priesthood. Seven descendants of Saul were put 
to death : but the barbarity of the transaction is 
relieved by the tender fidelity of Rizpah, one of 
Saul's concubines, who watched for months the re- 
mains of her unhappy children, lest the vultures or 
wild beasts should destroy them. David after- 
wards gave honourable burial to their bones, as well 
as to those of Saul and Jonathan. The civil wars, 
perhaps the three years famine^ had so enfeebled 
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the strength of the kingdom, that the resdess Plri^ 
listines began to renew hostilities. Four gigaotie 
champions, one of whom had put the life of David 
in peril, having been slain by his valiant chieftains, 
the war terminated. 

David, now reinstated in all his strength end 
splendour, determined to take a census of his yast 
dominions, which extended from Lebanon to the 
frontiers of Egypt, from the Euphrates to the Me- 
diterranean. The numbers differ, but the lowest 
gives 800,000 men fit to bear arms in Israel, 500^000 
in Judah. Benjamin and Levi were not reckoned. 
Whether in direct violation of the law, David 
began to contemplate schemes of foreign conquest, 
and to aspire to the fame of a Sesostris ; or whe- 
ther the census exhibited the relative strength of 
Judah, so weak at the commencement of David's 
reign, as become formidable to the rest of the tribes; 
this measure was reprobated by the nation in gene- 
ral, as contrary to the Divine command, and as im- 
Solitic, even by the unscrupulous Joab. It called 
own the anger of Providence. The king was 
commanded to choose between seven years' famine, 
three months of unsuccessful war and defeat, or 
three days' pestilence. David, with wise humility, 
left the judgment in the hand of God. The pes- 
tilence broke out, 70,000 lives were lost; the 
malady spread to Jerusalem, but the king was com- 
manded to build an altar on Mount Moriah, the site 
of the future temple, then occupied by the thresh- 
ing-floor of Araunah, one of the <Ad Jebusite race. 
Araunah ofiered to make a gift of the place, and all 
the utensils, to be burnt for sacrifice ; but David 
insisted on paying the full price of the ground* 
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There the altar was built, and the plague irnme* 
diately ceased. 

The remaining years of David were spent in 
making the most costly preparations for the build>- 
ing of the temple, and in securing the succession 
to his son Solomon, to whom this great trust was 
to be bequeathed. As his time drew near, those 
evils began to display themselves, which are in- 
separable firom Oriental monarchies, where poly- 
gamy prevails ; and where among children, from 
many wives, of different ranks, no certain rule of 
succession is established. Factions began to divide 
the army, the royal household, and even the priest- 
hood. Adonijah, the brother of Absalom, sup- 
ported by the turbulent Joab, and by Abiathar, 
the priest, assembled a large body of adherents, at 
a festival. When this intelligence was communi- 
cated to David, without the sHghtest delay he com- 
Bianded Nathan, the prophet, and Zadok, the priest, 
with Benaiah, one of his most valiant captains, to take 
Solomon down to Gihon, to anoint and proclaim 
him* The youns king reentered the city amid the 
kmdest acclamations ; the party of Adonijah, who 
were still at their feast, dispersed and fled. Ado- 
nijah took refuge at the altar: his hfe was spared. 
David, afber this success, assembled first the great 
body of leading men in the state, and afterwards 
perhaps a more extensive and popular convention 
of the people, before whom he designated Solomon 
as his successor, commended to the zeal and piety 
of the people the building of the temple, and re- 
ceived their contributions towards the great na- 
tkmal work. 

As his death approached, he strictly enjoined his 
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$on to adhere to the Mosaic laws and to the drcM 
constitution. He recommended him to watch wiffi 
a jealous eye the hold and restless Joah ; a man 
trho, however brave and faithful, was dangerou!^ 
from his restless' ambition, and from the savage 
unscrupulousness with which he shed the blood c^ 
his enemies. Abner and Amasa had both faHeft 
by his hand, without warrant or authority from^ th^ 
king. Solomon, according to Ms wisdom, on iSt^ 
first appearance of treasonable intention, was to 
put him to death without mercy. Shimei was in 
the same manner to be cut off, if he should betray 
the least mark of disaffection. But to the sons m 
Barzillai, the Gileadite, the successor of David wat 
to show the utmost gratitude and kindness. 

■ Thus, having provided for the security of the suc- 
cession, the maintenance of the lawj and the lasting* 
dignity of the national religion, David breathed' his 
last, having reigned forty years over the flourishing 
and powerful monarchy of which he may be con- 
sidered the founder. He had succeeded to a king- 
dom distracted with civil dissension, environed on 
every side by powerful* and victorious enemies, 
without a capital, almost without an army, without 
any bond of union between the tribes. He left 
a compact and united state, stretching from tte 
frontier of Egjrpt to the foot of Lebanon, from the 
Euphrates to the sea. He had crushed the power 
of the Philistines, subdued or curbed all the ad* 
jacent kingdoms: he had formed a lasting and 
important alliance with the great city of Tyre. 
He had organized an immense disposable force t 
every month 24,000 men, furnished in rotation by 
the tribes, appeared in arms, and were trained -as 
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^he atandii^ militia of the country. At the head 
of his army were officers of consummate experi- 
^^i and, what was more highly esteemed in the 
war&re of the time, extraordinary personal activity^ 
atrei^th, and valour. His heroes remind us of those 
of Arthur or Charlemagne, excepting that the 
SttlBOur of the feudal chieflains constituted the su- 
periority ; here main strength of body and daunt- 
less fortitude of mind. The Hebrew nation owed 
%ke long peace of the son's reign to the bravery 
and wisdom of the father. If the rapidity with 
which a kingdom rises to unexampled prosperity, 
and the permanence, as far as human wisdom can 
provide, of that prosperity, be a fair criterion of 
the abilities and character of a sovereign, few kings 
in history can compete with David. His personal 
character has been often discussed ; but both by 
bis enemies, and even by some of his learned de- 
fenders, with an ignorance of, or inattention to his 
age and country, in writers of such acuteness as 
Bayle, as melancholy as surprising. Both parties 
have been content to take the expression of the 
nuin after God*» own hearty in a strict and literal 
sense. Both have judged by modern, occidental 
and Christian notions, the chieftain of an eastern 
and comparatively barbarous people. If David in 
his exile became a freebooter, he assumed a pro- 
fession, like the pirate in ancient Greece, by no 
means dishonourable. If he employed craft or 
even falsehood in some of his enterprises, chival- 
rous, or conscientious attachment to truth was pro- 
bably not one of the virtues of his day. He had 
his harem, like other eastern kings. He waged 
waXf and revenged himself on his foreign enemies 
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^^ merciless cruelty^ like othcor warriors of -Uft 
age and country. His one ereat crime violated 
the immutable and universal laws of morality, anA 
therefore admits of no excuse. On the other 
hand, his consummate personal bravery and ixiili- 
tary talent — his generosity to his enemies — ^his fin 
dehty to his friends — his knowledge of, and ated* 
fast attention to the true interests of his country — 
his exalted piety and gratitude towards his Godf 
justify the zealous and fervent attachment of the 
Jewish people to the memory of their great mch 
narch. 

The three most eminent men in the Hebrew. 
annals, Moses, David and Solomon, w«re thre^ €^ 
their most distinguished poets. The hymna of 
David excel no less in sublimity and tenderness of 
expression than in lofliness and purity of religious 
sentiment. In comparison with them the saered 
poetry of all other nations sinks into mediocrity* 
They have embodied so exquisitely the universal 
language of religious emotion, that (a f^w fierce 
and vindictive passages excepted, natura) in the 
warrior-poet of a sterner age,) they have entered 
with unquestioned propriety into the ritual of thiQ 
holier and more perfect religion of Christ. The 
songs which cheered the solitude of the desert caves 
of Engedi, or resounded from the voice of the 
Hebrew people as they wound along the glens ot 
the hill-sides of Judaea, have been repeated for ages 
in almost every part of the habitable world, in the 
remotest islands of the ocean, among the forests of 
America or the sands of Africa. How many human 
hearts have they softened, purified, exalted! — of 
how many wretched beings have they been the 
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09tsr^ eoiMoladon!^*--on how many eommunitiet 
hwe they drawn down the blessings of Divine 
Bxwidence, by bringing the affections into unison 
wkh their deep devotional fervour. 

Solomon succeeded to the Hebrew kingdom al 
die age of twenty. He was environed by design** 
ing^ boldy and dangerous enemies. The pretensions 
of Adonijah still commanded a powerful party: 
Abiathar swayed the priesthood ; Joab the army* 
The singular connection in public opinion between 
the title to the crown and the possession of the de- 
ceased monarch's harem, has been already noticed* 
Adonijah, in making request for Abishag, a youth- 
fid concubine taken by David in his old age, was 
oonstdered as insidiously renewing his claims to 
Ae sovereignty, Solomon saw at once the wisdom 
of his father's dying admonition: he seized the 
opportunity of crushing all future opposition, and 
aU d^ffiger of a civil war. He caused Adonijah to 
be put to death ; suspended Abiathar from his of** 
fioe, and banished him from Jerusalem : and though 
Joab fled to the altar, he commanded him to be 
dain, for the two murders of which he had been 
g^ty, those of Abner and Amasa. Shimei, ano- 
dier dangerous character, was commanded to reside 
in Jerusc^em, on pain of death if he should quit 
the city. Three years afterwards he was detected 
in a suspicious journey to Gath, on the Philistine 
bocder ; and having violated the compact, he suf- 
fered the penalty. 

Thus secured by the policy of his &ther from 
internal enemies, by the terror of his victories £rom 
fiureign invasion, Solomon commenced his peaceftd 
migUy during which Judah and Israel dwelt safely^ 
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every man under his vme and under 1m' fig*t$ee$ 
frem Dan to Beersheha, His justice was proverMdU 
Among his first acts after his succession, it is te^ 
lated that after a costly sacrifice at Gibeon, Ihe 
place where the tabernacle remained, Grod had 
appeared to him in a dream, and -offered him wba^- 
ever gift he chose : the wise king had reqoeated 
kn understanding heart to judge the people. God 
not merely assented to his prayer, but added the 
gift of honour and riches. His judicial wisdonfi 
was displayed in the memorable history of the two 
women who contested the right to a child. Sokn 
mon, in the wild spirit of oriental justice, com* 
manded the infant to be divided before' their faces; 
the heart of the real mother was struck with temnp 
and abhorrence ; while the false one consented to 
the horrible partition ; and by this appeal to nature 
the cause was instantaneously decided. 

The internal government of his extensive domi- 
nions next demanded the attention of Solomon. 
Besides the local and municipal governors, he 
divided the kingdom into twelve districts: over 
each of these he appointed a purveyor, for the col- 
lection of the royal tribute, which was received in 
kind; and thus the growing capital and the im- 
mense establishments of Solomon were abundantly 
furnished with provisions. Each purveyor sup* 
plied the court for a month. The daily consump- 
tion of his household was 300 bushels of finer 
flour, 600 of a coarser sort; 10 fatted, 20 other 
oxen; 100 sheep; besides poultry and various 
kinds of venison. Provender was furnished fcHr 
40,000 horses, and a great number of dromedaries. 
Yet the population of the country did not, ai fireH 
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tti^«^ feel these burthens : Judah and Israel were 
fkany, as the sand which is by tlie sea in mulHtudef 
eating and drinking, and making merry, 
' The foreign treaties of Solomon were as wisely 
Abnected to secure the profound peace of his do- 
minions. He entered into a matrimonial alliance 
#ith the royal family of Egypt, whose daughter he 
ffeceived with great magnificence ; and he renewed 
this important alliance with the king of Tyre. The 
fiiendship of this monarch was of the highest value 
in contributing to the great royal and national work^ 
tJie building of the temple. The cedar timber 
could only be obtained from the forests of Leba- 
non : the Sidonian artisans, celebrated in the Ho* 
ftieric poems, were the most skil^l workmen in 
^ety kind of manufacture, particularly in the pre- 
oi<)U8 metals. Solomon entered into a regular 
treaty, by which he bound himself to supply the 
Tyrians with large quantities of com ; receiving in 
return their timber, which was floated down to 
Joppa, and a large body of artificers. The timber 
Was cut by his own subjects, of whom he raised a 
body of 80,000 ; 10,000 employed at a time, and 
i^lieving each other every month ; so that to one 
month of labour they had two of rest. He raised 
fWo other corps, one of 70,000 porters of burthens; 
the other of 80,000 hewers of stone, who were 
employed in the quarries among the mountains^ 
All these labours were thrown^ not on the Israel- 
ites, but on the strangers, who, chieHy of Canaan^ 
ilish descent, had been permitted to inhabit the 
Csountry. These preparations, in addition to those 
of -King David, being completed, the work began. 
The eminence of Moriah, the Mount of Vision ; i. e« 
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the height aeen sdkr from the adjace^ coimtryi 
which tradition pointed out as the spot where 
Ahraham had ofiBsred his son ; where recently liie 
plague had heen stayed, hy the altar, huilt in the 
threshing-floor of Oman or Araunah, the Jebuntet 
rose on the east side of the city. Its rugged top 
was levelled with immense labour; its sides^ 
which to the east and south were precipitous, were 
faced with a wall of stone, built up perpendicular 
from the bottom of the valley, so as to appear to 
those who looked down of most terrific height ; a 
work of prodigious skill and labour, as the inn 
mense stones were strongly mortised together and 
wedged into the rock. Around the whole area 
or esplanade, an irregular quadrangle, was a solid 
wall of considerable height and strength: withia 
this was an open court, into which die Gentiles 
were either from the first or subsequently admitted. 
A second wall encompassed anodier quadrangle^ 
called the court of the Israelites. Along this 
wall, on the inside, ran a portico or cloister, over 
which were chambers for different sacred purposes* 
Within this again another wall and cloister separated 
the court of the priests from that of the Israelites. 
To each court the ascent was by steps, so that the 
platform of the inner court was on a higher level 
than the outer. The temple itself was rather a 
monument of the Wealth than the architectural skill 
and science of the people. It was a wonder of the 
world, from the splendour of its materials more than 
the grace, boldness or majesty of its height and 
dimensions. It had neither the colossal magnitude 
of the Egyptian, the simple dignity and perfect pro- 
portion^ harmony of the Grecian, perhaps not the 
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ftalastk! grace and lightness of modern oriental 
architecture. Some writers, calling to their assist^ 
anee the visionary temple of Ezekiel, have erected 
a most superb edifice ; to which there is this fatai 
objection, that if the dimensions in the prophet are 
taken as they stand in the text, the area of the 
temple and its courts would not only have covered 
the whole of Mount Moriah, but sdmost all J^ru^ 
salem. In fact our accounts of the temple of Solo^ 
mon are altogether unsatisfactory. The details in 
the books of Kings and Chromcles, the only safe 
authorities, are unscientific, and, what is worse, 
contradictory. Josephus has evidently blended 
together the three temples, and attributed to the 
earlier all the subsequent additions and alterations. 
The temple, on the whole, was an enlargement of 
the tabernacle, built of more costly and durable 
materials. Like its model it retained the ^ound 
plan and disposition of the Egyptian, or rather 6f 
almost all the sacred edifices of antiquity: even i^ 
measurements are singularly in unison with some 
of the most ancient temples in Upper Egypt. It 
consisted of a propylseon, a temple, and a sanctu- 
ary ; called respectively the porch) the Holy place, 
and the Holy of Holies. Yet in some respects, if 
the measurements are correct, the temple must 
rather have resembled the form of a simple Xjotfaic 
church. In the front to the east stood the porch, 
a tall tower, rising to the height of 210 feet. 
Elitiier within or, like the Egyptian obelisks, before 
die porch, stood two pillars of brass ; by one ac- 
count 27, by another above 60 feet high; the latter 
statement probably including their capitals and 
bases* These were called Jadiin and Boaz (Dura- 
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bility and Strength). The <»q[)]tal8 of these ivcpre^ 
the richest workmanship, with net-work^ chaiib- 
work, and pomegranates. The porch was the same 
width with the temple, 35 feet;. its depth. 17^ 
The length of the main huilding, including the faofy 
place, 70 feet, and the holy of holies, 35, was in 
the whole 105 feet ; the height 52 J feet. . Josephos 
carries the whole building up to the height of the 
porch ; but this is out of all credible proportaoo^ 
makinff the heiffht twice the length and six tinwfe 
the width. Along each side, and perhaps at the 
back of the main building, ran an aisle, divided 
into three stories of small chambers : the wall ^ 
the temple being thicker at the bottom, lefl a rest 
to support the beams of these chambers, which 
were not let into the wall. These aisles, the chaiih- 
bers of which were appropriated as vestiaries, trei^ 
suries, and for other sacred purposes, seem to have 
reached about halfway up the main wall of what 
we may call the nave and choir : the windows into 
the latter were probably above them ; these were 
narrow, but widened inwards. 

If the dimensions of the temple appear by no 
means imposing, it must be remembered that but a 
small part of the religious ceremonies took plac^ 
within the walls. The Holy of Holies was entered 
only once a year, and that by the High Priest alone. 
It was the secret and unapproachable shrine of the 
Divinity. The Holy Place, tlie body of the ten^le^ 
admitted only the officiating priests. The opda 
courts, called in popular language the temple^ or 
rather the inner quadrangle', was in fact the great 
place of divine worship. Here, under the openair^ 
were celebrated the great public and national ritea^ 
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idle pvoMSMons, the ofierings, the sacrifices ; here 
«tood the great tank for ablution, and the high altar 
£»r l^urnt offerings. But the costliness of the 
ttiaterials, the richness and variety of the details, 
amply compensated for the moderate dimensions of 
the building. It was such a sacred edifice as a tra- 
veller might have expected to find in £1 Dorado. 
The walls were of hewn stone, faced within with 
oedar, which was richly carved with knosps and 
flowers ; the cieling was of fir tree. But in every 
part gold was lavished with the utmost profusicHi ; 
within and without, the floor, the walls, the cielinff, 
in short the whole house, is described as overlaid 
with gold. The finest and purest — that of Par- 
vaim, by some supposed to be Ceylon — was re- 
served for the sanctuary. Here the cherubim, 
which stood upon the covering of the ark, with their 
wings touching each wall, were entirely covered 
with gold. The sumptuous veil, of the richest 
materials and brightest, colours, which divided the 
Holy of Holies from the holy place, was suspended 
on chains of gold. Cherubim, palm-trees and 
flowers, the favourite ornaments, everywhere co- 
vered with gilding, were wrought in almost all 
parts. The altar within the temple, and the table 
of shew-bread, were likewise covered with the 
same precious metal. All the vessels, the 10 can- 
dlesticks, 500 basons, and all the, rest of the sacri- 
ficial and other utensils, were of solid gold. Yet 
jibe Hebrew writers seem to dwell with the greatest 
astonishment and admiration on the works which 
were founded in brass by Hiram, a man of Jewish 
extraction, who had learned his art at Tyre. Be- 
aides the lofty pillars above mentioned, there was 
a ipreat tank^ called a sea, of molten brass, sup* 
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ported on tnelve oxen, tfaree tunted eacli waj ; diii 
was 1 7} feet in diameter. 


THE BKAZEM SEA. 

There was also a great altar, and ten large vesseb 
for the purpose of ablution, called lavera, standing 
on bases or pedestals, the rims of which were richl; 
ornamented with a border, on which were wrought 
figures of lions, oxen and cherubim. The bases below 
"Were formed of four wheels, like those of a chanot. 


All tbe works in brass were cast in a place near 
the Jordan, where the soil was of a stiff clay suited 
to the purpose. 

For seven years and a half the fabric arose in 
silence. All the timbers, the stones, even of tbe 
most enormous size, measuring between seventeen 
and eighteen feet, were hewn and fitted, so as to be 
put ti^ether without the sound of any tool what- ' 
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ever ; as it has been expressed, with great 'p&eA&H 
beauty, & 

" Like some tall palm the noiseless fabric grew." 

At the end of this period, the temple and its oowts 
being completed, the solemn dedication took place* 
with the greatest magnificence which the king and 
the nation could display. All the chiefhiins of liie 
difierent tribes, and all of every order who could be 
brought together, assembled. David had already 
organized the priesthood and the Levites ; assigned 
to the 38,000 of the latter tribe, each his particular 
office. 24,000 were appointed for the oomBioa 
duties, 6000 as officers, 4000 as guards and pcHrtefS» 
4000 as singers and musicians. On this great oc- 
casion, the Dedication of the temple, all the tribe 
of Levi, without regard to their courses, the wh^e 
priestly order of every class, attended. Around 
the great brazen altar, which rose in the court of 
the priests, before the door of the temple, stood— 
in front the sacrificers, all around the whole choir, 
arrayed in white linen* 120 of these were trum- 
peters, the rest had cymbals, harps, and psalteries. 
Solomon himself took bis place on an elevated 
scafibld, or raised throne of brass. The whole 
assembled nation crowded the spacious courts be- 
yond. The ceremony began with the preparali^b 
of burnt offerings, so numerous that they could not 
be counted. At an appointed signal commenced 
the more important part of the scene, the removal 
of the ark, the installation of the God of Israel in 
his new and appropriate dwelling, to the sound of all 
the voices and all the instruments, chaunting somei 
of those splendid odes, the 47th, d7th, 98th> and 
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'lidS^tk'pfHdHui. The ark advanced, bomie by the 
Levites, to the open portals of the temple. . It can 
scarcely be doubted that the 24th Pssdm, even if 
composed before, was adopted and used on this oc<- 
^ai9ion. The singers, as it drew near the gate, broke 
out in these words — Lift up your heads, O ye gate^ 
4ind be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, that the King 
laf Glory may come in. It was answered from the 
mier part ot the choir — Who is the King of OUyry? 
*— the whole choir responded — Tlie Lord of Hosts, 
he is the King of Glory, When the procession 
^arrived at the Holy Place, the sates flew open; 
^dien it reached the Holy of HoLies, the veil was 
drawn back. The ark took its place under the 
extended wings of the cherubim, which might seem 
to fold over, and receive it under their protection. 
At that instant all the trumpeters and singers were 
Hi OBCe to make one sound to be heard in praising 
^nd thanking the Lard; and when they lifted up 
tlietr voice, with the trumpets and cymbals and in- 
stfuments of music, and praised the Lord, saying, 
for he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever, the 
house mas filed with a cloud, even the house of the 
Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister 
by reason of the cloud ; for the glory of tlie Lord had 
filled the house of God, Thus the Divinity took 
possession of his sacred edifice. The king then 
•rose upon the brazen scaffold, knelt down, and 
spreading his hands towards heaven, uttered the 
prayer of consecration. The prayer was of un- 
exampled sublimity: while it implored the per- 
petual presence of the Almighty, as the tutelar 
dehy and sovereign of the Israelites, it recognised 
his spiritual and illin^itable nature. But will God 
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m very deed dwell with men on the earth ? bekM, 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee, how much less this house which J have buiU* 
It then recapitulated the principles of the Hebrew 
theocracy, the dependance of the national prosperity 
and happiness on the national conformity to the 
civil and religious law. As the king concluded in 
these emphatic terms — Now, therefore, arisen O 
Lord God, into thy resting-place, thou and the ark 
of thy strength : let thy priests, O Lord God, be 
clothed with salvation, and thy saints rejoice tn good'- 
ness, O Lord God, turn not away tJieface of thine 
anointed : remember the mercies ofDasoid thy servant 
— ^the cloud, which had rested over the Holy of 
Holies, grew brighter and more dazzling-; fire broke 
out and consumed all the sacrifices ; the priests stood 
without, awe-struck by the insupportable splendour ; 
the whole people fell on their faces, and worshipped, 
and praised the Lord, /or he is good, for his mercy. 
As for ever. Which was the greater, the external 
magnificence, or the moral sublimity of this scene ? 
Was it the temple, situated on its commanding emi- 
nence, with all its courts, the dazzling splendour of 
its materials, the innumerable multitudes, the priest«> 
hood in their gorgeous attire, the king, with all the 
insignia of royalty, on his throne of burnished 
brass, the music, the radiant cloud filling the tem- 
ple, the sudden fire flashing upon the altar, the 
whole nation upon their knees ? Was it not rather 
the religious grandeur of the hymns and of the 
prayer: the exalted and rational views of the 
Divine Nature, the union of a whole people in the 
adoration of the one great. Incomprehensible, Al- 
mighty, Everlasting Creator? 
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^ This extraordinai^ festival, which took place at 
thfe titaie of that of Tabernacles, lasted for two 
weeks, twice the usual time: during this period 
22,000 oxen, and 120,000 sheep were sacrificed, 
every individual probably contributing to this great 

Sropitiatory rite : and the whole people feasting on 
lose parts of the sacrifices which were not set 
apart for holy uses. 

Though the chief magnificence of Solomon was 
lavished on the temple of God, yet the sumptuous 
palaces, which he erected for his own residence, 
display an opulence and profiision, which may vie 
wim the older monarchs of Egypt or Assyria. 
Tbe great palace stood in Jerusalem ; it occupied 
thirteen years in building. A causeway bridged 
the deep ravine, and leadine directly to the temple, 
united the part either of Acra or Sion, on which 
tlie palace stood, with Mount Moriah. In this 
palace was a vast hall fbr public business, from its 
cedar pillars, called the House of the Forest of 
Lebanon. It was 175 feet long, half that measure- 
ment in width, above fifty feet high ; four rows of 
cedar columns supported a roof made of beams of 
the same wood ; there were three rows of windows 
on each side, ^ing each other. Besides this great 
hall, there were two others, called porches, of 
sfknaller dimensions, in one of which the throne of 
justice was placed. The harem, or women's apart^ 
ments, joined to these buildings ; with other piles of 
vast extent for different purposes, particularly, if 
we may credit Josephus, a great banqueting hall. 
Tlie same author informs us, that the whole was 
fifuiTOunded with spacious and luxuriant gardens, 
and adds, a less credible fact, ornamented with 
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sculptures and paintings. Another palace was iyvaii 
in a romantic part of the country for his wife, the^ 
daughter of the king of Egypt ; in the luxurious 
gardens of which we may lay the scene of thai/ 
poetical epithalamium, or collection of idyls, the 
song of Solomon. 

The descriptions in the Greek writers of thc^ 
Persian courts in Susa and £chatana;\ the tales of 
the early travellers in the East ahout the kings of 
Samarcand or Cathay ; and even the imagination of 
the oriental romancers and poets, have scarcely 
conceived a more splendid pageant than Solomon, 
seated on his throne of ivory, receiving the homage 
of distant princes who came to admire his magni^-^ 
cence, and put to the test his noted wisdom. This 
throne was of pure ivory, covered with gold ; six 
steps led up to the seat, and on each side of the 
steps were twelve lions carved. All the vessels of 
his palace were of pure gold, silver was thought too 
mean : his armoury was furnished with gold ; 200 
targets, and 300 shields of beaten gold were sus- 
pended in the house of Lebanon. Josephus men- 
tions a body of archers who escorted him from the 
city to his country palace, clad in dresses of Tyrian 
purple, and their hair powdered with gold dust. 
But enormous as this wealth appears, the statement 
of his expenditure on the temple, and of his annual 
revenue, so passes all credibility, that any attempt 
at forming a calculation on the uncertain data we 
possess, may at once be abandoned as a hopeless 
task. No better proof can be given of the uncer- 
tainty of our authorities, of our imperfect knowledge 
of the Hebrew weights of money, and, above all, of 
our toial ignorance of the relative value which the 
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precious metals bore to the commodities of life, 
than the estimate, made by Dr. Prideaux, of the 
Measures lefb by David, amounting to 800 millions, 
nearly the capital of our national debt. 

Our inquiry into the sources of the vast wealth 
which Solomon undoubtedly possessed, may lead to 
more satisfactory, though still imperfect results. 
The treasures of David were accumulated rather 
by conquest than by traffic. Some of the nations he 
vubdued, particularly the Edomites, were wealthy. 
All the tribes seem to have worn a great deal of 
gold and silver in their ornaments and their armour ; 
their idols were often of gold, and the treasuries of 
their temples perhaps contained considerable wealth. 
But during the reign of Solomon almost the whole 
commerce of the world passed into his territories. 
The treaty with Tyre was of the utmost importance : 
nor is there any instance in which two neighbouring 
joations so clearly saw, and so steadily pursued, 
.without jealousy or mistrust, their mutual and inse- 
parable interests. On one occasion only, when 
Solomon presented to Hiram twenty inland cities 
which he had conquered, Hiram expressed great 
dissatisfaction, and called the territory by the 
opprobrious name of Cabul. The Tyrian had per- 
haps cast a wistful eye on the noble bay and har- 
bour of Acco, or Ptolemais, which the prudent 
Hebrew either would not, or could not — since it 
^"was part of the promised land — dissever from his 
dominions. So strict was the confederacy, that 
Tyre may be considered the port of Palestine, 
Palestine the granary of Tjrre. Tyre furnished the 
ship-builders and mariners ; the fruitful plains of 
^Palestine victualled the fleets, and supplied the 
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manufacturers and merchants of the PJ 
le^ue, with all the necessaries of life. 

This league comprehended Tyre, AradusySifdoDi'- 
perhaps Tripolis, Byblus and Bery tus ; the narrow 
slip of territory which belonged to these states was 
barren, rocky, and unproductive. The first brandi 
of commerce, into which this enterprising peopk 
either admitted the Jews as regular partners, or at 
least permitted them to share its advantages, svas 
the traffic of the Mediterranean. To every part of 
that sea the Phoenicians had pursued their disoo* 
veries ; they had planted colonies, and worked the 
mines. Tlus was the trade to Tarshish, so cele* 
brated, that ships of Tarshish seem to have become 
the common name for large merchant vessels. Tar- 
shish was probably a name as indefinite, as the 
West Indies in early European navigation ; properly 
speaking, it was the south of Spain, then rich ia 
mines of sold and silver, the Peru of Tyrian adveik- 
ture. Whether or. not as early as the days of 
Solomon, — without doubt in the more flourishinff- 
period of Phoenicia ; before the city on the mainland 
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and insular Tyre 
became the emporium — the Phoenician navies ex- 
tended their voyages beyond the pillars of Her-? 
cules, where they founded Cadiz. Northward they 
sailed along the coast of France to the British isles : 
southward along the African shore; where the 
boundaries of their navigation are quite uncertain^ 
yet probably extended to the Gold Coast. The 
second branch of commerce was the inland trade 
with Egjrpt. This was carried on entirely by the 
Jews. Egypt supplied horses in vast numbers, and 
linen yam. The vallies of the Nile produced flax 
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iiralMKdanee; and the yarn, according to ilie de* 
Bciiption of the prudent housewife in the Proverhs, 
was apuB and woven by the females in Palestine* 
The third, and more important branch, was the 
nrnridme trade by the Red Sea. The conquests o( 
David had already made the Jews masters of the 
eastern branch of this gulf. Solomon built or im- 
proved the towns and ports of Elath and £zion« 
geber. Henoe a fleet, manned by Tyrians, saUed 
for C^hif, their East Indies, as Tarshish was their 
West. They sailed along the eastern coast of Africa, 
in some part of which tne real Ophir was probably 
situated* When the Egyptians under Nedio, after 
the declension of the Israelitish kingdom, took poe« 
session of this branch of commerce, there seems 
Utile reason to doubt the plain and consistent 
aopouiit of Herodotus, that the Tyriwis sailed round 
the continent of Africa. The whole maritime 
oommeroe, with eastern Asia, the southern shores 
of the Arabian peninsula, the coasts o£ the Persian 
gulf, and without doubt some parts of India, en* 
tered, in the same manner, the Red Sea, and was 
brought to Elath and Ezion-geber. Yet even this 
line of commerce was scarcely more valuable thm 
the inland trade of the Arabian peninsula. This 
was carried on by the caravans of the native tribes, 
who transported on camels, the spices, the incense, 
the g(^d, the precious stones, the valuable woods, 
particularly the almug, thought to be the vandal — 
and all the other highly prized productions of that 
country; perhaps also the foreign commodities 
which we^ transported across the Persian gulf, or 
which were landed, by less adventurous traders from 
the east, in the Arabian ports on that sea. Both 
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these lines of commerce flowed dirieedy into die 
dominions of Solomon. Those goods which passed 
on to Tyre were, not improbably, shipped at Joppat 
Two of the towns which Solomon built, Gezer aoi 
lower Beth-horon, were nearly on the line from th^ 
Red Sea to that haven. This traffic was afterwards 
recovered by the Edomites, under the pToteedaOt 
or sharing its advantages with the Egyptians ; stillj 
however, the Tyrians were most likely both the mer* 
chants who fitted out the enterprises, and the ma» 
riners who manned the ships. The goods, intended 
for Tyre, were then most probably shipped at Rhi- 
nocorura. Under the Romans the Nabathean Arabs 
carried on the same traffic, of which their great 
city^ Petra, was the inland emporium ; at least that 
by the caravans, for the Ptolemies had diverted 
great part of the Red Sea trade to their new port 
of Berenice. A fifth line of commerce was that of 
inland Asia, which crossed from Assyria and Baby- 
lonia to Tyre. In order to secure and participate 
in this branch of traffic, Solomon subdued part of 
the Syrian tribes, and built two cities, as stations, 
between the Euphrates and the coast. These were 
Tadmor and Baalath, one the celebrated Palmyra» 
the other Baal-bec. After the desolating conquests 
of Assyria, and the total ruin of old Tyre, this line 
of trade probably found its way to Sardis, and oon** 
tributed to the splendour of Croesus and his Lydian 
kinffdom. It was from these various sources of 
wealth, that the precious metals and all other 
valuable commodities were in such abundance — 
that, in the figurative language of the sacred his- 
torian, siher was in Jerusalem as stones^ and cedar^ 
trees as sycamores. 
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^'Solofnon was not less celebrated for his wisdom 
t^Mx his magnificence. The visits of the neigh* 
bdUYing princes, particularly that of the Queen of 
Shebai, (a part -of Arabia Felix,) were to admire 
die one, as much as the other. Hebrew tradition^ 
perhaps the superstitious wonder of his own age, 
aSbrit]NMl to Solomon the highest skill in magical arts, 
and even unbounded dominion over all the invisible 
world. Tadmor, in the wilderness was said to have 
been built by his enchantments. More sober his- 
tory recognizes in Solomon the great poet, natu- 
ralist, and moral philosopher of his time. • Hii^ 
poetry, consisting of 1005 songs, except his epitha- 
kimium, and perhaps some of the Psalms, has en- 
^cfly perished. His natural history of plants and 
jinimals has suffered the same fate. But the great 
part of the Book of Proverbs and Ecclesiastesy 
^perhaps more properly reckoned as a poem,) have 
preserved the conclusions of his moral wisdom. 
" The latter book, or poem, derives new interest^ 
i^hen considered as coming from the most volup«* 
tuous, magnificent, and instructed of monarchs, 
who sums up the estimate of human life in the 
melancholy sentence — Vanity of vanities! vdruty of 
•canities ! It is a sad commentary on the termina- 
tion of the splendid life and reign of the great 
Hebrew sovereign. For even had not this de- 
i^nding confession been extorted by the satiety 
Hi passion, and the weariness of a spirit, over-ex-* 
dted by all the gratifications this world can bestow 
— ^had no higher wisdom suggested this humOiating 
conclusion — ^the state of his own powerful kingdom, 
during his declining years, might have furnished a 
melancholy lesson on the instability of human 
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gnilMie«r« Solotnon, m his old age^ was alxHilr't^ 
bequeath to his heir, an inseeure throne, a dis^H^ 
tented people, formidable enemies on the frontieri^ 
and perhaps a contested succession. He could not: 
even take refuge in the sanctuary of conscHHUi 
innocence, and assume the dignity of suffering mi« 
merited degradation; for he had set at defiance 
every principle of the Hebrew constitution. He 
had formed a connection with Egypt — he had mul^ 
tiplied a great force of cavalry — he had accumu- 
lated gold and silver — he had married many foreigi^ 
wives. His seraglio was on as vast a scale as the 
rest of his expenditure — he htLd seven hundred 
wivei3, and three hundred concubines. The influ«* 
a^ce of these women, not merely led him to permit 
an idolatrous worship within his dominiouET; but 
even Solomon had been so mi^tuated, as to omH 
secrate to the obscene and barbarous deities of the 
neighbouring nations, a part of one of the hills, 
which overlooked Jerusalem ; a spot almost front* 
ing the splendid temple, which he himself had built 
to the one Almighty God of the universe. Hence 
clouds on all sides gathered about his declining 
day. Hadad, one of the blood-royal of the Edomite 
princes, began to organize a revolt in that provmee, 
(m which so much of the Jewish commerce de- 
pended. An adventurer seized, on Damascus, and 
set up an independent sovereignty, thus endangering 
the communication from Tadmor. A domestic 
enemy, still more dangerous, appeared in the per- 
son- of Jeroboam, a man of great valour, supported 
by the prophet Ahijah, who foretold his future rule 
over the ten tribes. Though forced to fly, Jero- 
boam found an asylum wi|h Shishak, or Sesac, the 
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SJ^SQOchosis of Manetho, who was raising the king- 
dom, of Egypt to its former alarming grandeur; 
afkdy notwithstanding his alliance with Solomon, 
^ade DO scruple against harbouring his rebellious 
subject. Above all, the people were oppressed and 
dissatisfied ; either because the enormous revenues 
of the kingdom were more than absorbed by the vast 
expenditure of the sovereign ; or because the more 
productive branches of commerce were interrupted 
by the rebellions of the Edomites and Damascenes. 
At this period likewise, Solomon departed from the 
national, though iniquitous policy of his earlier 
i^ign, during which he had laid all the burthens of 
labour and taxation on the strangers, and exempted 
the Israelites from every claim, but that of military 
service. The language held to Rehoboam, on his 
accession, shows that the people had suffered deeply 
from the arbitrary exactions of the king, who, with 
the state and splendour, had assumed the despotism 
of an oriental monarch. Hence the decline of the 
Jewish kingdom, supported rather by the fame of 
its sovereign, than by its inherent strength, was as 
rapid as its rise. Solomon died after a reign of 
forty years, and with him expired the glory and the 
power of the Jewish empire. 
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KIN63 OF JUDAH. KINGS OF ISRAEL. 

YBS. YRS. 

tlehoboam.. reigned 17.. B.C. 979^ Jeroboam .. reigned 2? 
Abijah •. 3«. B.C. 962. 

B.C.957..N|dab 2 

B.C.955..Baa8ha 23 

B.C.932..Elah 2 

B.C. 930. .Zimri, Omri 11 

B.C.919..Ahab 22 

Jehoshanfaat 25. . B.C. 916. 

B.C.897..Ahaziah 2 

B.C.895..Jehoram 12 

Jenoram ••••• 8.. B.C. 893. 

Ahaziab 1.. B.C. 885. 

Athaliah 6. .B.C.884-3. Jehu 28 

J^oa^ •••••..•. . .40. .B.C. 878. 

B.C. 855. . Jehoahaz 17 

Amaziah 29..B.C. 838..Jehoash 16 

B.C. 822 . . Jeroboam 2d 42 

TJzziah or Azariah ... 51 .. B.C. 809. 

B.C. 781 . .Interregnum 11 

B.C. 770 . . Zachariab & Shalinm . 1 

B.C.769..Menahem 10 

B.C.759..Pekahiah 2 

Jotham 16. . B.C. 758 . . Pekah 20 

Ahaz 16 . • B.C. 742. 

B.C. 737 . . 2Bd Interregnnm .... 9 
B.C.728..Ho8hea 9 

IlezAkiah 29. .B.C. 726. 

B.C. 719. .Samaria taken. 

Manasseh 55 . . B.C. 697. 

Amon ............ c * » 15. (y. 1/4(6. 

Jonah .....31.. B.C. 640. 

Jehoahaz. . 3 months — 


«1«1> t«? D.L/. wUv7. 

Jehoiachim 11 ) 


Jehoiachin or Coniah, 

3 months — SB.C. 698. 

Zedekiah 113 

Jerosalfim destroyed B.C. 587. 
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Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, was received 'M 
king by the whole nation. But his tide, tboiigb 
recognized at Jerusalem, seemed insecure without 
the formal adhesion of the other tribes. An a^ 
sembly therefore was summoned at Shechem; .but 
instead of adopting the wise and ccmciliatory lan- 
guage recommended by the older counsellors of 
dolomon, Rehoboam followed the advice <^ the 
young and violent; and when the assembly, headed 
by the popular Jeroboam, who made his appearance 
from Egypt, demanded an alleviation of the public 
burthens, the rash and inconsiderate kinff, not 
merely refused compliance, but in the true (Siarac^ 
ter of Eastern monarchy, threatened them with still 
heavier exactions. " My father made your yke 
heavy ^ and I will add to your yoke; my father chas* 
tised you with whips, btit I will chaitise you wkh 9car^ 
pions" " To your tents, Israel" was the instan-* 
taneous cry; the ten tribes unanimously renounced 
their allegiance, raised Jeroboam to the throne, 
forced the son of Solomon to fly to his native king-* 
dom of Judah, and stoned Adoram the collector of 
his tribute. Thus the national union was for ever 
dissolved, and the Hebrew kingdom never reco* 
vered this fatal blow. 

Rehoboam had recourse to arms, and raised an 
host of 80,000 men. But the authority o€ the 
prophet Shemaiah, prevented the civil. war, and 
Uehoboam was obliged to content himself with for- 
tifying and securing his own dominions.- In the 
mean time the politic and unscrupulous' Jeroboatn 
pursued every measure which could make the 
breach irreparable, and thus secure his throne. As 
long as Jerusalem was the place of national » wor-* 


IDOKATRT OF JEftOBOAlC. 275 


Jtipi it might aeam beeome the centre of the nan 
thml union* The Levitieal class, who constantly 
want up to the temple in their courses, and the re- 
ligion itself, were bonds which must be dissolved ; 
a.fleparate kingdom mnst have a separate priest- 
hood, and a separate place and establishment for 
saoped purposes. To this end Jeroboam caused 
^o golden calves to be made, and consecrated 
some ignoble persons, not of the Levitieal tribe, as 
the pnesthood. These calves were set up, the 
one in the central position of Bethel, the ottier in 
the remote city of Dan* They were not, strictly 
peaking, idols, but were speciously contrived as 
ayiabolic representaticnia, probably preserving some 
veaemUance to the cherubim, of which me ox 
was one of the four constituent parts. Still they 
were set up in no less flagrant violation of the 
law^ than if they had been the deities of Egypt, 
to which they bore a great likeness. This heinous 
deviation from the Mosaic polity, was not carried 
mto effect without remonstrance on the part of 
the prophets. As - Jeroboam stood by the altar 
to bum incense, one of the seers made his ap« 
pearance, denounced a curse, and foretold the 
disasters that would inevitably ensue. The king 
Attempting to seize him, his hand was suddenly 
withered, but restored at the prayer of the prophet. 
The prophet himself^ not strictly complying with 
the divine command, was destroyed on his return 
home by a lion, an awi^ example to all those who 
should exercise that function, so important in the 
later period of the Jewish kingdom, put Jeroboam 
was not satisfied with thus securing his throne 
against the influence of the national religion. It 
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may be assumed, that, not without his sttggeiB^toi 
or connivance, his patron Shishak, king of E^yptf 
made a descent on the kingdom of Judab, now 
Weakened by the corrupt morals of the peofde^ 
Rehoboam offered no effectual resistance to the in* 
Vader : the treasures of the temple and petlaoe of 
Solomon were plundered ; the golden skidds eai^ 
ried away, and replaced by others made of *tl(6 
baser metal, brass. 

After a reign of seventeen years Rehoboam was 
succeeded on the throne of Judah by Abijah, his 
son, (B. C. 962,) who immediately raised a great 
force to subdue the kingdom of Israel. The armies 
of Abijah and Jeroboam met in Mount Bphraim. 
Jeroboam had on his side both numbers (800,000 
men to 400,000) and military skill, whidi enabled 
him to surround the forces of Judah. But Abijs^ 
had the religious feelings of the people. The pre*- 
sence of the priesthood, and the sound of the sacred 
trumpets inspirited Judah, as much as they dis- 
heartened Israel. Jeroboam was totally defeated 
with the loss of 500,000 men ; the disaster preyed 
on his mind, and he never after recovered his 
power or enterprize. 

After a short reign of three years Abijah died, 
and was succeeded by his son Asa, (B. C;. 959,) a 
prudent and religious prince. He pursued the wiser 
policy of establishing the national religion in all its 
splendour and influence, encouraging those who 
came up to the feasts from the neighbouring king- 
dom, and checking idolatry, which he punished 
even in the person of Maacnah the queen-mother, 
whom he degraded and banished* Asa Strength- 
ened his army and fortified his cities, and thua wis 
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flOld^led In i:epel a most formidable iavaaion headed 
lUgi ^f ah the Ktbiopian» some suppose an Arabiaiif 
aff^.more probablyi either Osordion, the king of 
£g|Fpti or his generali at the head of a million of 
imxh and 300,000 chariots. 

« But while* from the sacred rcTerence in wbicli 
the lineage of David and Solomon weire held, the 
ibvote (^ Judah passed quietly from son to son, the 
race of Jexoboam, having no hereditary greatness in 
their favour, was speedily cut off from the succes- 
sioni and adventurer after adventurer contested the 
Ungdom of Israel. During the illness of his elder 
e<NA Ab\iah, Jeroboam had sent his wife in disguise, 
to ti^nault the prophet Ah^ah upon his fate. The 
pvophet iM)t only predicted the death of this pro- 
maing y<nith» on the immediate return of his mother 
IQ tih0 capitid city of Tiraah, but also the total ex-^ 
teiwination of his race. At the death of Jeroboam 
the fatal prophecy immediately came to pass« 
Kadab, his son and auccesscHr, (B. C. 9^7,) was de- 
throned and put to death, and his whole lineage 
put to tb» sword by Saasha^ (B. C. 955,) who filled 
the throne for twenty-four yearp. Baasha endea-< 
vQured to counteract the prudent policy of Asa, by 
building a city (Ramah) on the frontier, to intercept 
those who deserted to the older kingdom and to 
the purer religion of Jerusalem. In the war that 
endued, the King of Judah carried off the mate-* 
rials collected for building the city. Asa adopted 
a. more unprecedented measure, a league with a 
foreign potentate, the king of Syria^ against his Is-* 
faeUtish brethren ; a league which he purchased 
by a e<msiderable present, taken from the treasures 
p£ the tenc^le. The seal of the prophets took fire, 
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and Hanani, in the luane of God, renikiatnhiid 
i^ainat the unnatural allutoce. The house of ^Bw^ 
aha, after his death, suffered the same &te wdfe 
that of Jeroboam ; his ton Elah was overtfaMnm 
by Zimri, Zimri in his turn by Omri ; who, fiM^ 
prevaihng over another antagonist, Tibni, trttw- 
ferred the royal residaice fh>m Tirzah, a beaotM 
city, where Zimri had set fire to the royal palaea^ 
uid burnt himself and all the treasures in the flttOMB^ 
to Samaria, so long the hated rital of Jerusaiem* . 

The apostacy of the ten tribes and the wiel^d- 
ness of tibeir kings did not reach their height t31 
the accession of Ahab, the son of Omri, (B. C. 91 9 1) 
this prince married Jezebel, the fierce asid etMl 
daughter of the King of Sidon. Undar her in^ 
fluence the Sidonian worship of Baal, the Sun^ was 
introduced ; his temples were openly badt ind coi^ 
secrated; and this fierce and persecuting idolatry 
threatened to exterminate the ancient religion. The 
prophets were put to death, 100 escaped by iyil^ 
concealed in a cave ; yet these intrepid defenders ^ 
the God of their Others still arose to remomtnite 
against these fatal innovations ; till at lei^tfa K^ab, 
the greatest of the whole race, took up the contest, 
and defied and triumphed over the cruelty, both of 
the king, and his blood-thirsty consort. 

At this period the prophets act their moat pfo- 
minent and important part in Jewish history, par* 
ticularly in that of Israel, where the Levites hiaviag 
been expelled, and the priesthood degraded, ^m 
remained the only defenders of ihe law and reh* 
gion of the land. Prophecy,' it has be^i observed 
before, in its more extensive meaning, oompro* 
bended the whole course of Teligiotia edttcalMii-; 


Md:a»/ibe. lievitical dass were tbe* sole authorized 
4XHi$eiPvators and interpreters of the law, the pro- 
fillets. were usually x>f that tribe, or at least persoiur 
^dtM^nbed under dieir care. . Now, however, they 
MWUBe a, higher character, and appear as a separate 
m^ influential class in the state. They are no 
Isoger the musicians, poets, and historians of the 
«DUl^rys but men iull of a high and solemn enthu- 
tiiWWi the mmral and rdigious teachers of the peo* 
ple» The most eminent are described as directly, 
^nidLsoniettmes sudd^y, designated for their office 
hy divine inspiration, endowed with the power of 
working miracles, and of foretelling future events. 
JBiit» aettti^ aside their, divine commission, the pro- 
phets w^e the great constitutional patriots of the 
imfiah state, the champions of virtue, liberty, jus- 
ti«e» and die strict observance of the civil and reli- 

S'ous law, against, the iniquities of the kings and of 
le people. In no instance do they fall beneath, 
0ften they rise above, the lofty and humane morals 
of the Mosaic Institutes. They are always on the 
side of the oppressed ; they boldly rebuke but nev^. 
fiietiously insult their kings ; they defend,,but never 
flatter the passions of the people. In no instance 
does one of the acknowledged seers« like the turbu* 
lent demagogues of the Grecian or Roman repub- 
lics, abuse h^ popular influence for his own per- 
sonal aggrandizement or authority. Sometimes the 
Hebrew prophets, ventured beyond the borders of 
dieir.own knd, and were universally received with 
honor. and with awe; for in fact. most of the East- 
em nations treat with reverence all paretensions to 
£vine afflatus ; so as to respect even madness or 
idiatcy as possibly partaking of that mysterious. in* 
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fiuence. HeiMe the appearance of Bliaha at D*» 
mascus, or even of Jonah at Nkieveb, an hf b» 
fneans ineredible. ' Nevertheless the exercne of tfaa 
prophetic function was attended wii^ the grealee^ 
danger, particularly in their native country. Tkm 
Mosaic law, while it promised an uninterrupted lia^ 
of prophets, providoi by the enactment <» the se^ 
verest penalties, and by the estaUtshment of* 
searching test, against the unwarranted assumpdm 
of the holy office. If the prophet's admonitifRitf 
were not in accordance with the law, or if the event 
answered not to his predictioBB, he was to be put 
to death. Hence though false prophets might s»» 
cape by dexterously nattering the powerf^ the 
bold and honest discharge of the office denuokM 
die highest zeal and intrepidity. Of all the pro« 
phets, none united such distinguished qnalificatieiia, 
or was so highly gifVed as Elijah, who a|^»eared afc 
this disastrous juncture, wh«i the abrc^ation o£ the 
ancient religion, and the fwmal estabHshment of 
the Sidonian wevriiip, were subtly and deliberate^ 
attempted. At his first awearance before Ahab^ 
Elijah denounced as inanment and immediate one 
of those penidties, with which, according to the foat 
principles of the Mosaic law, the land was threat^ 
ened on the desertion of the national worshipv a 
loi^ and distressing drought of many yean. Hav- 
ing delivered his message, he concealed himself 
near a brook which ran into the Jordan; ther6 hat 
was fed, as some translate the word, by ravena, a» 
others, by traveUing merchants or Arabians. At 
length the brook dried up, and Elijah fled into 
Sarepte, a town within the dominions of his Sido* 
man enemies* Here he was oatertained by n <dia* 
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iitMe widow, whose -serviees were regarded by. 
ike lairaculous repletion of her cruise of oil, and 
liie restoration of her son to life. Still the drought 
eoBtiniied; the fruitful plains and the luxuriant 
valleys of Ephrahn and Zebulon lay parched and 
emmUing with heat; the fountains, the wells, the 
iwers were all dried up, there was not herbage 
enough to feed the royal horses and cattle. At 
dns juncture, Elijah suddenly appeared before the 
kmg, having previously sent him a message by the 
fselnetant Obadiah. He demanded to put the truth 
<^ the two religions to the test of a public and 
splendid miracle. The scene took place on the 
summit of that lof)y mountain, Carmel, which on 
dpe side commands a view of the boundless ocean, 
on the other of the richest valleys of the promised 
hud. The priests of Baal, the Sun, assembled to 
the number of 450 : Elijah stood alone. All the 
people awaited the issue in anxious expectation. 
Whichever sacrifice was kindled by fire from heaven 
was to decide the cause. The priests of Baal, hav** 
ii^ selected their victim, placed it on the altar. 
As their god began to arise above the eastern hori*« 
«on, they hailed his appearance with the smoke of 
their incense, and the loud sound of their orisons* 
l^yey continued their supplications till he reached 
the height of his noonday splendour ; then with 
ikantic cries, wild dances, cutting their flesh with 
Imves and lancets, they summoned their god to 
veveal his power. All above was mute ana still, 
tiw altar cold and unkindled. Elijah begam to 
taunt them. Crt^ aloud, (he said) for he is a god, 
miher he is talkinffy or he is fursuing, or he is on a 
jtmmeyf or peraaventure he sleepeth and must be 


HSf HISTORY .or THS JSW8, 

r 

a$oaked. Still as the orb began to descend, Ifam 
eontimied to chaunt their hymns, till at lengtbvll 
saidc info the waves of the sea. Elijah then raited 
an altar of twelve stones, filled the trench avopod 
k with water, placed his victim upon it, uttered a 
brief and simple prayer to the God of his fathen^ 
Instantaneously the fire flashed down, and tarn* 
sumed both the sacrifice and the altar, and licked 
up the water in the trench. The people at once 
recognized the hand of Grod ; the law was put' m 
force against the idolatrous priests, they were takes 
down and put to death on the bai^s of the Kishon* 
Immediately the curse was removed from the land: 
Elijah saw a small cloud, the usual forerunner o£ 
rain, arise as firom the sea, and the whole eounti^ 
was.refireshed by abundant showers. Elijah epr 
tered Jezreel with Ahab, but was soon obliged t» 
fly firom the vengeance of the. queen; he paasedr 
first to Beersheba, the southern extremity of Judah^ 
^en into the desert to Horeb, the scene of the de>* 
livery of the law. Here he received a divine com-" 
mission to anoint a new king of Syria, Hazael ; 4i 
new king of Israel, Jehu ; a new pri^het in his. 
own place, Elisha. The circumstances of the divine 
communication are remarkable, as apparently de- 
signed to impress the mind with .notions of the 
greatness and goodness, rather than the terror and 
wrath of God. God appears neither in the earthr^ 
quake nor the fire, but m the still small voice h^ 
hind; .behold the Lord passed by^ and a greai and 
strong wind rent the .mountains^ and brake in fneow 
the rocks before the Lord,. the Lord was woiin tktt 
wind; and after .the wind an earthquake^ the Lord 
was .md in the earthquake; .onA aficr tAtf omrik^ 
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^imke.ajire, the Lard was not in the fire; and after 
ihejke, a still small voice. 

^ Yd the mean time die affiurs of Israel, after the 
ttBtontion of the ancient religion, had prospered; 
A. great con£sderaqr of the Syrian kings, headed 
hy Benhadad, a name common to the kings of 
Damascus, after an insolent command of mioondi* 
ticmal surrender, hesieged Samaria. As the Syrian 
troc^ were n^ligently feasting in their camp, cer* 
tain of the youth of high rank feU upon them, and 
duMomfited them with great slaughter. The Syrians 
eoDBoled.diemselves by the notion that the God of 
Israel was the God of the Hills: <m the plain their 
superior numbers and immense force in chariots 
wooki regain their superiority. A second total de- 
ftat destroyed their confidence, though the Israelites 
were described as two little flocks of kids in com- 
parison with their vast army. The fugitives took 
refuge in Aphek, and great numbers were crushed 
hj &e fallii^ of the walls of that city. Benhadad 
and his leaders had no other course but to surren- 
der. Ahab received them honourably, spared their 
lives on condition that all the conquests of die 
.Syrians should be restored, and that the Israelites 
[^uld have a quarter in the city of Damascus 
assigned for their residence. This unusual lenity, 
snd the neglect to secure the inviolability of the 
Holy Land by the exemplary punishment of foreign 
invaders, roused the indignation of the prophets, 
one of whom appeared wounded and with ashes on 
Itts head, and rebuked the Jang for this, according 
to the existing notions, most criminal weakness. 
The providential success of Ahab's arms neither 
.reconciled him to the worship of the true God» nor 
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taught bim reverence for the ioBtltutes of his eoMotr 
try. The law of property waa still hi full fiirQ^t 
but a^piece of land, occupied by a Tineyard, lying 
conveniently near that of the king, he dealFed t0 
purchase it. Naboth, the owner, refused to alienale 
the inheritance of his family. By the advice of 
his crafty queen, Ahab caused the imhappy xnaat^ 
be accused of blasphemy. Tlm>«gh the subomalm 
of witnesses, and the corruption of the nmnicdpri 
court of judicature, he procured his condenDOia* 
tion : Naboth was stoned to death. The ecime was 
no sooner committed than the king was startled 
with the sudden re-*appearance of Elijah. He tdc^ 
flounced divine venffeance, and proclaiiBed akin^ 
that the dogs should lick the blood of Ahab as thny 
had licked the blood of Nabotli ; that a fate as imt 
vible awaited his queen Jezebel near the waUs jo( 
Jezreel ; and that his wlMile fiunily should peridb 
by a violent death. 

, All this time the kingdom of Judah had 
an interval of peace and |»08perity. After an 
of forty-one years, Asa was succeeded (B.C. 918) 
by his son Jehoshaphat. The new king pursued 
the prudent and religious course of his &liier, 
fortified his kingdom, maintained a powefful mnofi 
established public teachers of the law, and oiga»- 
nized the courts of judicature in all the dtiea c£ 
Judah. The kingdom was in a high state of 
prosperity; the Philistines and the Arab tdbt» 
paid, tribute to the king of Jerusalem. By tibis 
time the bitter animosities, which arose out -of 
the separation of the kingdoms, had subsided. 
Jehoshaphat entered into an alliance with the King 
of Israd, and, in an evil hour, he manned hia son 


DEATH Of ABAB« £85 

Miwain feo die eruel* and ambitious daughter of 
AkaObi Athaiiah, who introduced the crimes and 
eoiomittes of the Israehttsh dynasty into the royal 
koilse of Judah. Ahab had determined to wrest 
die important town of Ramoth, in Gilead, from the 
power of the Syrians, and summoned his ally^ 
^eboahaphat, to his assistance. But before the 
•gcpedition set forth, the prophets were to be con«> 
aulted. Ahab had, however, taken a sure way of 
ridding himself of their importunate admomtioBS^ 
by nttsing a prophetic fraternity in his own inte« 
rests. The honest Micaiah, who alone foretold 
calamity and ruin> was insulted, and thrown into 
pvison ; and Ahab, persuaded by his own prophets, 
fviio were filled with lying spirits, wait boldly out 
to the war. In the onset the troops of Syria 
avoided the king of Judah, and centered their whole 
attack against the person of the king of Israek 
Ahab, shot through by a random arrow, was 
brought to Samaria, his armour and chariot were 
washed in Bie pool of Samaria, where, according to 
the prediction of Elijah, the doga licked his blood. 
Jehosha^hat, on his return to his own kingdom; 
was threatened by a formidable confederacy of 
Amm^mites, Moabites, and other predatory tribes, 
who appeared among the rich gardefis of Engedi, 
west o£ the Dead Sea. But while the army of Judah 
remaaned motionless; engaged in their religious 
rites, said joining in their hymns of battle, some 
misunderstanding or dissension broke out among 
die troops of the enemy ; the different tribes feU 
upon each odier, and Judah had only to share the 
rich booty of the abandoned camp. 
^ The alliance between the two Hebrew kingdoms 
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lasted dariog the skort and iiiiev«iitfy< Tsiga of 
Ahaziah, (B. C. SQl,) the scm and successor at 
Ahab. This prinoey having met with an accident 
which oidangered his Iife» sent to consult Bmaikm^ 
bub) the god of Ekron, whom perhaps the Phihst* 
tines endowed with some of the powers of healing* 
attributed by the Greeks to Apollo. Elijah, was 
commanded to rebuke this idolatrous disparam* 
ment of the God of Israel; twice, a troop of mty 
men sent to seiae him were struck with lightnii^:) 
the third time he came boldly down from the hill 
on which he stood, and foretold the king's dei^ 
which almost immediately took place. Jehoratn^ 
his brother, ascended the throne. His first me»* 
sure was the organization of a confederacy between 
the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom, to chastiae 
the revolted king of Moab, who had reused his 
accustomed tribute of 100,000 sheep and 100,000 
lambs. Their united forces . marched round tfati 
loot of the Dead Sea, but found themselves bewil^ 
dered in an arid desert without water. By tiie 
advice of Elisha, who had now assumed the pro- 
phetic office, they dug deep trenches along the plain,, 
down which the waters from the. mountainous dis- 
trict of Edom flowed rapidly and abundantly. The 
Moabites in the morning, mistaking the waters red** 
dened by the rising sun for pools ofblood, supposed 
that the common fate of confederate armies had 
taken place, that they had quarrelled and mutually 
slaughtered each other. They sallied down t» 
plunder the camp, but, meeting with unexpected 
resistance, were defeated on all sides; the king in 
his despair, after having in vain attempted to break 
through the hostile forces, and having seen his 


Midte ooiAitry cruelly devastated, c^ered his eldest 
Son- as a sacrifice to his gods. Yet he seems to 
imve been saved from total ruin by some dissension 
ttBong the allies, which led to the withdrawing of 
tbeir ibroes. 

' On die death of Jehoshaphat, his son Jehoram 
sneceeded, and thus we have a prince of the same 
fiooaeon each of the thrones, increasing the diffi- 
indty of relating the parallel history of the two king- 
doms with perspicuity. In the first measure of 
Jehovam king of Judah, the £ital c6nsequences of 
the connection with the sanguinary house of Ahab 
bef^ to appear ; all his brethren were put to death 
without remorse. The reign which began in blood, 
proceeded in idolatry and defeat, till the fearful 
doom, denounced in a letter sent by the prophet 
Blisha, was entirely fulfiUed. The kingdom suf- 
fisiired a fatal blow' in the revolt of Edom, and the 
loss of their remaining seaport on the Red Sea. 
Jehoshaphat had continued this commerce in con*^ 
jmiction with Ahaziah king of Israel ; he had fitted 
out a large fleet at Ezion-geber, which was wrecked 
on a ledge of rocks near that incommodious har-^ 
bour. fie then transferred his marine to Ektth, 
and fitted out another expedition on his own ac- 
count with better success. But Elath now also 
fell into the hands of the rebellious Edomites, and 
all c<Mmnerce was entirely cut ofl*. Nor was this 
the end of Jehoram's calamities; the Philistines 
and Arabians invaded the country, surprized his 
palace, captured his seragho, and slew dl his sons 
but one. Jehoram himself died of a painful and 
kttithsome disease, so Uttle honoured that he was 
not buried in the sepulchre of the kings; Ahaziah 
his son succeeded. 
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We now return to the kingdom of Israd) v^Hfttf 
we find the king Jehoram engaged in a new war. vriA 
his inveterate enemy » the Syrian king of Daaaaaonai 
The hopes of the country rested on the piophat 
Elisha. Elijah had heen wrapt to heaven in a car 
of fire, hut had heqi^athed his mantle» his office, 
and a double portion of his spirit, to his sucoeas^i!* 
This took place beyond the Jordan. Elisha, in 
possessicm of the miraculous mantle, divided th« 
waters and passed over; he .was received and reoogr 
nized by the pro^ietic school at Jericho, though 
orginally an uneducated husbandman. The early 
period of his prophetic office is described aa a 
succession of miracles; he purified the waters of 
Jericho, to which was attributed the singular pro*- 
perty of causing women to miso^ry: £ms laid hiy 
curse on forty- two , youths in Bethel, who bad 
mocked his bald head; they were devoured by 
bears; he multiplied a widow^s vessel of oil^aad 
restored to life the child of an opulent womaa in 
the town of Shunam ; he destroyed the poisonous 
qualities of a mess of herbs, and fed 100 men with 
twenty loaves. He had omtributed to gain the 
victory over the Moabites. His fame spread ixxto 
^3rria« Naaman, one of the great military leaden 
of that kingdom^ was a leper. Elisha cured him 
by commanditig him to wash in the Jordan ; but to 
avoid the least suspicion of venality, he not merely 
refused all remuneration, but his servant Gehasi 
was punished by the same disease for fraudulently 
obtaining gifts in his name, from the grateful stran* 
ger. As the Syrians pressed the war with greater 
vigour, their king, Benhadad, found all his measures 
anticipated, and attributed his want of success (^ 
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tbe presence of Bliaha. He sent an army to sur- 
^86 him in the city of Dothan, at no ereat dis* 
tance Brom Samaria. The troops were sul smitten 
l¥idi blindness, conducted to Samaria,, but released 
>by the merciful intervention of the prophet. 

But the city of Samaria was now environed on 
dl sides, and endured the first of those dreadful 
sieges, by which the two capitals of the Jewish 
kingdoms appear, through some awful fatality, to 
have been distinguished beyond all the other cities 
of the world. iHie most loathsome food, an ass's 
head and the dung of pigeons, were sold at enor- 
mous prices. Two women had made an agreement 
to kill their children for food, and one of them 
called upon the king to enforce her reluctant co- 
partner to fulfil her share in this horrible compact. 
The king rent his clothes, and was discovered to 
have sackcloth next his skin. Jehoram, for some 
ineason which does not appear, determined to wreak 
▼engeance on Elisha : when on a sudden the pro- 
phet announces the speedy discomfiture of the 
Syrian^ army, and unexampled, abundance and 
cheapness of provisions. First, some lepers, des- 
perate from their wretched condition, sally forth : 
they find the camp totallv deserted. Wild noises 
of arms and chariots had been heard on all sides. 
The Syrians, supposing that the Egyptians, or some 
other powerful allies had marched to the relief of 
Samaria, had been seized with a sudden panic and 
di8per$ed. The greatest plenty, and an immense 
booty, rewarded the Samaritans for their dreadfi;d 
ndferings. One of their officers, who had presumed 
to4oubt the truth of Elisha*s prophecies, according 
to his prediction, aaw».but did not partake of the 
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abundance ; he was trampled to death in the press 
at the gate. 

The prophetic feme of Elisha was now at Hs 
^height: he entered the metropolis of the SynanK, 
where the king lay dangerously ill (as Josephns 
says) of a deep melancholy, occasioned by bis 
defeat. He was met by Hazael, an eminent officer 
of the court, with a sumptuous present, borne on 
forty camels. Will the king recover ? demands the 
Syrian. The prophet returns an enigmatical, yet 
significant answer, that the disease is not mortal, 
but that the monarch's end is approadiing. With 
these words he burst into tears ; for he knew thalt 
Hazael entertained designs i^ainst his master's life : 
and that the bold and unprincipled usurper would 
be a more formidable enemy to his native country, 
than had yet sat upon the throne of Syria. The. 
fatal prediction is accomplished in every point. 
Hazael smothers his master with a wet olodi) seizes 
the throne, and his first measure is a bloody battle 
at Ramoth against the combined forces of both the 
Jewish kingdoms under Jehoram, king of Israel, 
and Ahaziah, who had just succeeded his ^Uiher, 
Jehoram of Judah. In this calamitous field Jeluy- 
ram was wounded, and retreated' to Jezreel, where 
Ahaziah came to meet him. But the dynasty of 
the sanguinary Ahab was drawing to a cfose. 
IBlisha commanded a young prophet to ^^oint Jehu, 
a valiant officer, as king of IsmeL The army at 
Ramoth revolted, wnd espoused the cause of Jehu': 
he advanced rapidly in his chariot on Jeereel, fbr 
he was noted for his furious driving. 

Jehoram and Ahaziah went forth from the dty 
against Jehu: they met in the &tal vineyard of 
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.N#bo&» JehoraxD attempted to parley; but he 
was reproached with his own crimes and with the 
i4olatries of his mother Jezebel. The king shrieked 
aloudy Tliere is treacheryf Ahaziah, and fled. 
The bow of Jehu was strung; and the arrow 
pierced the unfortunate monarch through the heart. 
xHb body was taken up, and cast into the vineyard 
^f Naboth. Ahaziah fled with no better fortune. 
fie received a mortal wound, and died at Megiddo: 
im body w^ carried to Jerusalem. Jehu entered 
Jezreel in triiunph. As he passed through the 
gate, the haughty Jezebel, wno had painted her 
face and tired her heady looked forth nrom a win- 
dow, and. reproached hun with the murder of the 
kings : Had Zimri peace^ who . slew his master ? 
Jebu lifted up his head, and exclaimed. Who is op 
my side, who ? Some of the perfidious eunuchs of 
the queen immediately appeared. Throw her down, 
was the stem command of ^ehu. They obeyed : 
her blood fell upon the wall, and Uie horsey 
trampled over her body ; and when at length the 
relenting co^queror consented to permit her body 
to. be buried, because though a cursed woman she 
wofi a king's daughter^ nouinff . but the miserable 
remnants of her corpse were found, the ^cull, di^ 
ieet, and the palms of the hands ; for the doss (ac- 
cording tQ the words of Elijah) had eatefn the Jlesk 
i^ Jezebel in the portion of JezreeL Thus, by the 
death of Jehoram and Ahaziah, Voth the tl^ron^s 
of Jttdah and Israel were vacant. . Jehu h^teqed 
to secure, the latter. There were seventy sons of 
Ahab in Samaria. Jehu sent to command the 
elders of the city, which was stronglv fortified and 
well provided wiUi arms, to set the best of Ahab's 

u 2 


-292 BISTORT OF THE JEWS. 

-sons upon the throne. The elders appr^ei^di|4 
that they might perform a more acceptable service; 
they made known their ready subservience to dbp 
-views of the usurper. An indiscriminate slaughtw 
of the seventy sons, the friends and kindred, e^ 
Ahab, took place : the heads were sent, in the mo- 
dern Turkish fashion, to Jehu, at JezreeL TJbe 
subtle usurper ordered them to be placed by 1^ 
gate ; and addressed the assembled people, obliquely 
exculpating himself from the guilt of the massacre; 
Behold, I conspired against my mastery and slew 
him; but who slew all these? He proceeded to 
'attribute their death to the inscrutable decrees ^ 
the Almighty, who had determined on the extirpn^- 
tion of the whole guilty house of Ahab. The 
crafly Jehu continued his successful, though blood^y 
career. The house of Ahaziah met with no better 
'&te than that of Ahab : Jehu put to death forty^ 
two of them, whom he encountered on his way to 
Samaria, obviously with a view to popularity. He 
entered Samaria with Jonadab, the son of Rechab, 
the founder of an austere ascetic sect, who abstained 
-from the use of wine, seated by his side in his cha- 
riot. He concluded his dreadful work of vengeance 
'by the total extermination of the priests of Baal, 
Vhich he conducted with his usual subtlety. He 
Wowed himself an ardent worshipper of that idolar 
-try; and summoned a general assembly of the 
priesthood.. The temple was crowded: he com- 
manded all the worshippers to put on splendid and 
distinguishing apparel; and ordered strict search 
to be made whether any of the worshippers of Je- 
hovah were present. He then, having en<iircled 
the building with his guard, gave the signal for an 
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uiH^illftring massacre. Not one escaped : the idols. 
Mfere destroyed, the temples razed. Jonadab, the., 
ascetic, countenanced and assisted this dreadful 
extirpation of idolatry. Yet even Jehu adhered 
to the symbolic worship established by Jeroboam. 

Thus Israel was finally delivered from the fatal 
house of Ahab ; but Athahah, the queen mother of 
^dah, showed herself a worthy descendant of that 
wicked stock, and scenes as }>loody, and even more, 
guilty, defiled the royal palace of Jesusalem. She 
seized the vacant throne, massacred all the seed 
royal, excepting one child, Joash, who was secreted, 
in the temple by his father's sister, Jehosheba, the 
wife of the High Priest. Athaliah maintained her 
cruel; and oppressive government for six years, 
during which the temple was plundered, and the 
worship of Baal established. In the seventh a 
fbrmidable conspiracy broke out, headed by the 
High Priest. 

As Athaliah entered the courts of th^ temple, 
she beheld the young and rightful heir of the king- 
dom, crowned, and encircled by a great military 
force, who, with the assembled priesthood, and thq 
whole people, joined in the acclamation, .'* God save 
the King." She shrieked aloud. Treason, Treason ! 
but her voice was drowned by the trumpets', and 
the cries of the multitude. Incapable of resistance, 
she was seized, dragged beyond the precincts of 
the temple, and put to death (B. C. S7SJ) Jehoiada^ 
the High Priest, who assumed the controul of 
public affairs, the king being only seven years old, 
commanded Mattan, die priest of Baal, to be slain 
in his temple, and totally suppressed the religion. 

The reign of Joash began under favourable 
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auspices : the influence of the High Priest, arid thfe 
education of the king himself in the teni][^e, pro-^ 
mised the restoration of the national worsnip. 
Large contributions were made for the repair of 
the sacred edifice, which at first, it appears were* 
diverted by the priests to their own purposes. But 
a check having been devised to their fraudulent 
and irreligious proceedings, the fabric was restored 
in all its splendour, its services reorganized, and 
the sacred vessels, which had been profaned by 
Athaliah,' replaced. But the peace of Judah, as 
well as of Israel, was threatened by the increasing 
power and ambition of Hazael, the ambitious and 
formidable usurper of the Syrian throne. During 
the latter part of the reign of Jehu, he had severed 
from the kingdom of Israel all the Transjordanic 
provinces ; and, during that of Jehoahaz, the suc- 
cessor of Jehii, reduced Samaria, almost to a tri- 
butary province ; ten chariots, fifty horsemen, and 
10,000 infantry were air the remaimrig force of 
that once powerfiil kingdom. 

Hazael having taken Gath, now advanced against 
Jerusalem. The unwarlike Joash purchased his 
retreat at the price of all the sacred treasures of 
the temple ; and in every respect the latter part of 
the reign of Joash belied the promise of the formet*. 
After the death of the High Priest Jehoiada, idol- 
atry, which before, excepting the worship on high 
places, had been entirely suppressed, began to 
spread again among the higher ranks. Zachariah, 
the son of Jehoiada, both as priest and prophet, 
resisted with the strongest denunciations the pre- 
vailing apostasy. The king, forgetful of his father's 


BATTI.E OP BEXHSHEMESH. ^95 

90twic0Sf. mid the people, weary of his remon- 
strances, conspired together to stone him. 

. Defeat and death followed hard on the ingrati- 
Hide and aposta&y of Joash. The Syrians again 
wpeared with a small force, but totally discomfited 
t£e Jewish army; and his own officers revenged 
the disgrace of the nation on the person of the 
kii^^ by n^urdering him in his bed. Nor was he 
thought worthy of a place in the sepulchres of the 
great kings of Judah. 

- The first act of Amaziah.th^ son and successor 
of Joash, was to do justice on the murderers of his 
&ther; but with merciful conformity to the law, 
unusual in such times, he did not involve the 
children in the treason of their i&thers. 

- Amaziah (B. C. 838) raised 300,000 men in 
Judah, and hired 100,000 from Israel, but the 
latter, by command of a prophet, he dismissed. 
With his own great army he invaded the revolted 
kingdom of Edom, gained a signal victory in the 
Valley of Salt, and took Selah (the rock), probably 
the important city of Petra. The Israelites whom 
he had sent back, surprized on their return some 
of the cities of. Judah; and Amaziah, Hushed with 
his conquests over Edom, sent a defiance to the 
king of Israel. Jehoash, who now filled that throne 
was a politic and successful prince ; after the death 
of the formidable Hazael, he had reinstated his 
kingdom in its independence, and reconquered 
great part of his territory by three victories over 
toe Syrians, which took place according to the pre- 
diction of the dying Elisha. Three times, accord- 
ing to the prophet's injunction, he had smote on 
the ground with certain arrows. Had he not 
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paused, he had gained more than three vietori**^ 
He treated the defiance of Amaziah with conteiD|MU 
The two armies met at Bethshemesh : Judah was 
totally routed, Jerusalem pillaged, and the trear 
sures of the temple carried away to Samaria* 
Fifteen years after the death of his rival, Amaziah, 
like his father^ fell a victim to a conspiracy within 
the walls of his palace: he fled to Lachish, but waij 
slain there. 

In neither case was the succession altered ; his 
son Azariah, or Uzziah, assumed the royal poweri 
(B.C. 809,) and commenced a long, religious, and 
therefore prosperous, reign of fifty-one years. The 
great waruke enterprize of Azariah was the sub- 
jugation of the Philistines, and others of the adr 
jacent tribes: but his more important conquest 
was the recovery of Elath, the port on the Red 
Sea. Azariah provided with equal success for the 
internal prosperity of the country by the encourage- 
ment and protection of husbandry. He kept on 
foot a powerful army, strongly fortified Jerusalem, 
and endeavoured to make himself master of aO 
the improvements in armour^ and in the means of 
defending walled towns, then in use. » 

But this good and mrudent king was guilty of 
bne great violation of the law ; he began to usurp 
the office of the priests, and offer incense. While 
he was olBTering, he was suddenly struck with leprosy; 
and in rigid conformity to the law of Moses^ he 
was set aside, and the administration of public af&ira 
entrusted to his son Jotliam. The kingdom of 
Israel, or Ephraim aS it is now often cidled, re^ 
gained an high degree of prosperity during tbt. 
early period of Azariah*s reign in Judah. Jeror 
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iMninf the second, an able prince, had succeeded 
^ehoash (B. C. 82IS), and pursuing his father's suc-^ 
eeases, reestablished the whole &ontier from Ha* 
ittadi to the Dead Sea; even Damascus, the Syrian 
ei^tal, surrendered to his f(>rces. But the king» 
dom which was to remain in the line of Jehu to 
1^ fourth generation, at the death of Jeroboam 
Ml into a frightful state of anarchy. At length, 
afVer eleven years of tumult (B. C. 770), his son 
Zachariah obtained the sceptre, but was speedily 
put to death by Shallum; Snallum in his turn by 
Menahem. Menahem, (B.C. 769), a sanguinary 
princei reigned ten years; during which the fatal 
p6wer of the great Assyrian empire was advancing 
^th gigantic strides to universal conquest. Pul, 
the monarch, who ruled at Nineveh, was rapidly 
Extending his conquests over Syria, and began to 
threaten the independence of Israel. Menahem 
only delayed the final servitude by submission and 
tribute, which he wrung from his people by heavy 
exactions. Menahem was succeeded by his son 
Pekahiah, (B, C. 759,) who, in ten years after, was 
put to death by a new usurper, Pekah, the son of 
Kemaliah. In the second year of Pekah began the 
reign of Jotham, (B. C. 758-7,) who took the reins 
of government during the lifetime of his father. 
Jotham strengthened the kingdom of Judah, made 
ihe Ammonites tributary, and, afler an able, but 
not very eventful reign, lefl the throne to his son 
Ahaz, the worst and most imfortunate monarch 
who had ruled in Judah. 

As the storm darkened over the Hebrew king- 
doms, the voices of the prophets became louder and 
more wild; those, whose writings have been pre- 


29S HISTORY OP THE JEWS. 

served in our sacred volume, now come «pofi tbl^ 
scene. In their magnificent lyric odes,, we ha^e ^ 
poetical history of these momentous time$» jk^ 
merely de&icribing the fall of the two Hebr^^^ 
nations, but that of tjie adjacent kingdoms: like^ 
wise. As each independent tribe x>r monlMrqhy Wjaft 
swallowed up in the great imiyers^ empire of 
Assyria, the seers of Judab watched thet pr<^em 
of the invader; and utt^ed their sublime funeilil 
anthems over the greatness, the prosperity, apd in*" 
dependence of Moab, and Ammon, Damascus* £|nd 
Tyre.. They were like the great tragic chorus to 
the awful drama, which was unfolding itself ^ the 
eastern workL Nor did they confine their views 
to their own internal affairs, or to their own imme- 
diate neighbourhood. Jo{iah appeared as a man 
under divine influence in Nineveh; andtNahum 
described the subsequent fate of that spacious city 
ia images, which human imagination' or human 
language have never surpassed. 

Stijl, in general, the poets of Judsea were pre-- 
eminently national* It is on the existing state, the 
impending dangers, and futw« prospe<^ts of Ephraim 
and Judah, that they usually dwell. As moral 
teachers, they • struggle with the . noblest energy 
against the corruptions which prevailed in aU ranks 
imdclasses. Each kingdom had its prophets; in 
that of Israel, the obscure and sententious Hosea 
reproved the total depravation. The rustic and 
honest Amos inveighed against the oppressions of 
the wealthy, and the corruptions o£ the judges. In 
Judah, Jdel described the successive calamitiefi 
which desolated the country. But Isaiah, not only 
took a. great share in all the affairs of the succes- 
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flfVe reigng from Azariah to Hezekiah — described 
^ anticdpated aU the wars, conquests, and convul- 
sions, which attended the rise and fall of the 
Assyrian and Babylonian dynasties^-^but penetrated 
still farther into futurity. To Isaiah may be traced 
die first dear and distinct intimations of the im- 
portant influence to be exercised by the. Jews on 
the destiny of mankind — the promise of the 
Messiah ; and the remote prospects of future gran* 
deur, which tended so stron^y to form their na- 
tional character, and are still the indissoluble bond 
which has held together this extraordinary people 
throagh centuries of dispersion, persecution and 
(Contempt. Still blind to the folfilment of all these 
predictions in the person and spiritual kingdom of 
Christ, the Jew, in every age and every quarter of 
the world, dwells on the pages of his ^eat national 
prophet, and with undying hope looks forward to 
die long-delayed coming of the Deliverer, and to 
his own restoration to t£e promised land in spleh- 
door and prosperity, far surpassing that of his most 
fevoured ancestors. 

The dissensions between the two. kingdoms led 
to their more immediate ruin. Ahaz succeeded to 
the throne of Judah in .the seventeenth year of 
Pekah, (B. C. 742,) the last able or powerful 
monarch of Israel. Pekah entered into a confede- 
racy with Rezin, king of Damascus, to invade 
Judaea. Their first expedition did not meet with 
much success; a second descent was more fataL 
On the retreat of the Syrians, Ahaz ventured on a 
batde. In this bloody field Judah lost 120,000 
men ; Zichri, a valiant chiefUiin of the Israelites, 
slew with his own hand Maaseiah, the king's son» 
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and some of his household. Two hundred th6if*/ 
sand men, women, and children, were led away into 
eaptivity. The sight of their brethren in this mise^. 
rable condition aroused the better feelings of the 
Israelites : they refused to retain them in servitude ; . 
forced the army into milder measures ; treated the 
prisoners with great kindness; gave them food, 
raiment and the means of returning home — a beau- 
tiful and refreshing incident in &is gloomy and 
savage part of their annals ; and, as usual, to be 
ascribed to one of their prophets. Rezin, in the 
mean time, the ally of Pekah, seized Elath. The 
Edomites and Philistines revolted ; and Ahaz, at- 
tacked on all sides, in his desperation threw himself 
under the protection of Tiglath Pileser, the Assy- 
rian king, who had already subdued all the Trans- 
jordanic tribes, and advanced his frontier to the 
banks of the river. This treaty led to the usual 
results, where a weaker state enters into an alliance 
with a stronger. The Assyrian lent his aid as far 
BB suited his own views of conquest ; invaded Syria, 
took Damascus, led the people away captive, and 
slew the king. But a^nst the more immediate 
enemies of Ahaz, the Edomites, he sent no suc- 
cours, and exhausted the kingdom of Judah by the 
exaction of a heavy tribute. It was not from want 
of base subservience to his protector, that Ahaz 
suffered this ungenerous treatment. Ahaz revolted 
entirely from the national faith ; he offered public 
worship to the gods of Syria ; constructed a new 
altar on the model of the one he saw a^ Damascus, 
where he went to pay homi^e to the Assyrian; and 
robbed the treasury to pay his tribute. He defaced 
many of the vessels and buildings of the temple. 
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No superstition was too cruel for Ahaz ; he ofFered 
incense in the valley of Hinnom, and made his chil^- 
dren pass through the fire. In short, had not his 
death reUeved hfs people, Jerusalem seemed rapidly 
foUowing the example, and hastening towards the 
fate of Samaria. For now the end of that kingdom 
drew on. The unprincipled, though able Pekah, 
was assassinated ; another period of anarchy lasted 
for several years, till at length the sceptre fell into 
the feeble hands of Hoshea, who had instigated the 
murder of Pekah. . A new and still more ambitious 
monarch, Shalmaneser now wielded the power of 
Assyria ; Hoshea attempted to avert the nnal sub* 
jugation of his kingdom by the payment of tribute, 
-but being detected in a secret correspondence with 
the king of Egypt, called So, the Sevechus of Ma^ 
netho, the Assyrian advanced into the kingdom, 
besieged Samaria, which, after an obstinate resist* 
ance of three years, surrendered, and thus termi- 
nated for ever the independent kingdom of Israel 
or Ephraim. 

- It was the policy of the Assyrian monarchs to 
transplant the inhabitants of the conquered pro- 
vinces on their borders, to the inland districts of 
their empire. Thus they occupied their outposts 
•with those on whose fidelity they might rely ; and, 
with far wiser and more generous views, by intro- 
ducing agricultural colonies among the ruder and 
nomadic nordes, as the Russians have done in their 
vast dominions, carried culture and civilization into 
-wild and savage districts. Pul and Tiglath Pileser 
had already swept away a great part of the popu- 
lation from Syria, and the Transjordanic tribes : and 
Shalmaneser, after the capture of Samaria, carried 
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off ▼«&€ numben of tlie remainiiy tribe» to a 
mountainoiM r^iion between 'As83nria and Medvi, 
who were afterwards replaced there by coloniea of 
a race called Cuthaeana. From this period, history 
loses sight of the ten tribes as a distmct people. 
Prideaux supposes that they were totally lost and 
absorbed in the nations among whom th^ settled; 
but imagination has loved to foUow them into 
remote and inaccessible regions,, where it is sup* 
posed that they still await the final restoration of 
the twelve tribes to their natjve land ; or it haa 
traced the Jewish features, language, and religioi^ 
in different tribes, particularly the Afghanat of Indiii, 
and in a still wiMer spirit of romance, in the Ame-^ 
ricans. How far the descendants of the Israelites 
constituted the mingled people of the Samaritana, 
whose history has come down to us only as it is 
o(doured by irreconcilable Jewish hostility, is a 
question hereafter to be discussed. 

While the kingdom of Israel was rarely blessed 
by a permanent, vigorous and prudent admihistrar 
tion, and frequently endured all the evils of a con- 
tested and irregular succession, which placed ad* 
venturer after aidventurer, or short and precarious 
dynasties upon the throne : while the best of their 
kiqgs; only so far returned to the national faith, as 
to extirpate foreign idolatry, but remamed true to 
the separate, symbolic, and forbidden worship of 
Jerobaam**the hereditary successipn of Judah rer 
mained unbroken in the line of David, and a period 
of misrule and irreligion was almost invariably sue* 
ceeded by a return to the national faith. Accord* 
ingly,,six years before the final destruction of Sa»» 
maria, one of the best and wisest of her kings. He* 
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'kekiafa,' replaced his Neither Ahaz on the throne of 
Judah, (B. €. 7^B), Hezekiah carried the reforma- 
tion nrach farther than his most religious predeces- 
sors. The temple was cleansed — the rites restored 
with more than usual solemnity — ^the priesthood and 
Levites reinstated in their privileges-^very vestige 
of iddlatrous superstition eradicated — the shrines of 
fiillse gods demolished^— the graves Welled — ^th^ 
high places desecrated; even the brazen serpent 
hiade by Moms in the wiWenKsa. Haying been 
abused to superstitiotis pmrposes, was destroyed. 
Having thus prepared the way, Hezekiah began 
stitt further to* develop his plans> tdiich tended to 
the consolidation of the whole Hebrew race under 
thenr old religious coitdtituuon. He determined to 
d^brate die passover (that which was called the 
second passover) with all its original splaidour and 
concourse of peoi^e. He sent messengers into the 
neighbouring^ kingdom of Israel, to sUmmon the 
ten tribes, then under the feeble rule of Hoshea, 
The protnl Ephraimites treated his messs^e with 
contempt ; but from the smaller tribes multitude^ 
flocked to Jerusalem, where the sacrifices were 
ofllarisd with Something like the ancient state and 
magnificence. On their return, the religious zead 
of those who had visited Jerusalem, had great e^ct 
on their kindred ; idolatry was put down by force» 
the temples and altars destroyed. How &r, if the 
Jewish constitution had existed in its original vigour, 
and the whole of Palestine remained one great con- 
sdidafed kii^dom, it could have effiered an efiec- 
tnal resistance to the vast monarchies which now 
bbgan to spread the shadow of dieir despotism over 
Che East — ^how far the'kingdora^of David dnd Solo- 
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anon might have held the halanoe between the Tml 
empires of Egypt and Assyria, in whose coUissim; it 
was finally crushed — must be matter of specsnla- 
tion. But from this fatal period, Palestine was too 
of^n the debateable ground, on which rival king^ 
doms or empires fought out their quarrels. On this 
arena, not only the monarchs of Nineveh and Baby^ 
Ion, and the ancient Egyptian sovereigns, but sub- 
sequently also the Ptolemaic and Syro-Gredan 
dynasties, the Romans and Parthians^~we may add 
the Christian and Mahometan powers during the 
crusades — strove either for ascendancy over the 
•eastern world or for universal dominion. The wise 
policy of Hezekiah, if his views led to the union of . 
*the kingdoms, came too late. He himself threw 
off the yoke of Assyria, and gained important ad- . 
vantages over the Philistines. But divine Provi>- 
dence had ordained the fall of Israel, and after die 
capture of Samaria, Jerusalem might tremble at die 
approach of the victor. Shalmanesur, howevec, 
was allured by the more tempting conquest of opo- 
lent Tyre. The princely merchants of that city 
resisted vifforously a siege, of five years ; .tlu^ngh 
their aqueducts were broken, and the population 
reduced to great distress. The besieged were at 
length relieved by. the death of the invader. The 
.hereditary power and ambition of his conquering 
ancestors descended into the vigorous hand of Seiv- 
nacherib. An immense army made its appearance 
io Judaea, and sat down before Lachish. The 
dismay can scarcely be conceived with which, d^er 
the total destruction of the sister kingdom by these 
irresistible invaders, and the transphmtation of the 
people to distant regions,. the inhabitants .of Jerur 
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espected the afyproadi of the hostile forces 
ta dn walls. There is a passage in the book of 
Saaiah descriptive o£ their terrors, most probably, 
an this occasion : What aiieth thee now that thou art 
wholly- gene up to the home-tops ; thou that art ftdl 

^f ettrSf a Ummkuout city, a joyous city: for 

it is a day of trouble and of treading donmi ana of 

perplexity by the Lord God of hosts m the vdUey of 

otfioft, breaiane down the walls, and of crying to the 

mountains. And Elam bare the quiver, and Kir 

uncovered the shield. And it shall eome to pass that 

thy choicest valleys shall be fvU of chariots, and the 

horsemen sluM set themsehes in array in tlte gates.* 

The prophet goes on to describe the preparations 

fiir defence made by.Hezakiah, who strengthened 

tibe waUs,.added to the fortifications, laid in great 

store of arrows and other ammunition, deepened the 

tvenches, and cut off all the waters which might have 

supplied the besieging army. The wilder and vo-> 

hiptoons desperation of others, is, if possible, more 

striking. It reminds us of the frantic revelry among 

the Auenians, during the time of the plague, de*^ 

scribed by Thucydides. And in that day did the 

hard God of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, 

and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth : but 

behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen and killing 

^neep, eating flesh and drtnMng wme: let us eat and 

drink, for to-morrow we die. The submission of 

Hezekiah, and the payment of an enormous tribute, 

for which he was obliged to strip the gold from the 

wdis and pillars of the temple, for the present 

averted the storm ; and Sennacherib in person 

marched onward to a much, more important con<» 

* Isaiah, zziiu 1. 
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quest, that of the great and flouBshiaff Inn^doa^of 
Egypt. His general, Tartan, had uready tihitm 
Aaottts, and Sennacheiob m penon iarmed. die ait^ 
of Libaah or Peluriani, the key of that countrju 
But he left behmd him a coBsiderable Ibrce under 
Tartan, Rabearif, and Rabdmkeh, who advaneed to 
the walls of Jerusalem, and made a denund of u»> 
conditional surrender. Heaekiah sent three of the 
chJefofficersofhisiMdaoe to negotiate. RabriialMb, 
as Prideaux conjectures, an apostate Jew oa.one.of 
the captivity, deUvered his insulting aummons in 
the Hebrew language, wkh the view of terrifyiBg 
the people with the .menace of total destratiwa. 
He contemptuously taunted them widi their con- 
fidence in their God. HaihaM^i^tke Gmbn^iie 
nations delivered at aU kU land mti ef ihe kmik^ 
ike king ef Aeeyria, Where are tie god$ t^ Uth- 
wuxth and of Atfod ? where are the goie if 8ap^ 
harvaim, liena, and Ivah ? have ihe^ delkered m- 
wana out of nine hand? The peetde liaStned in 
.ilenoe. tL king dotbed mJm^ Mokckd^ 
fuid wi^ his whole court«nd the priesthood, made 
a procession to the tenple, in that aad and hunnlt- 
atmg attire. But Isaian encouraged them in ahair 
defiance of the enemy, and RabshidLeh marched 
away to iht army before Pelusinm* This city 
made a most T^rous resiatanoe; and Sennacfaesib 
received intelligence of the aoarch of Tirhakidi, 
king of Ethiopia, (no doubt Taraoo, a king of Egrpt, 
who appears in the Ethiopian dynasty of Manrthft») 
to relieve this important post. The conquest of 
JudsMi, and the surrender of Jerusalem, fcetfaw e 
almost necessary to his success. He sent a aeosBd 
summons by letter^ poore threatem'ng and peremp- 
• tory than .the former, describing the nations who, 
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Hu O tith itMidiPg the vatmtod aanttance of dienr 
mcb, had falkn before the power of Atsyria. 
Hexekiah again had recourse to the temple, and in 
ar pra^^er, unequalled for sample suUhnity, cast faim- 
nm on the protection of the God of his fathenu 
iaaiah at the same time proclaimed, that the Virgin 
of' Sion might laugh to seom the menaces of die 
iilvader. The agony of suspense and terror, whidi 
praprailed in Jerusalem, was speedily relieved by the 
suvpriauig intelligence that the army of Sennache* 
fib had experknoed a &tal reverse, that all which 
Mtrvived had dispersed, and that iksi monan^ 
himseif had fled to his capital, wh^re he was shun 
^ his own sons, while oflferii^ public sacrifice, 
llie ^struction of Sennadierib's avmy is generally 
supposed to have been caused by the Simoom, or 
het and pestilential wind of the desert, whidiis sfiid 
not imfirequently to have been latal to whole cusa* 
vans. The Arabs, who are weU experienced in the 
signs which portend its approach, ml on their fiices, 
and escape its mortal influence. But the foreign 
forees of Sennadiorib were little acquainted widi 
tiae means of avoiding this unusual enemy, and the 
catastrophe taldng place hy nighty (^the miraculous 
part of the transaction, as me h^t wind is in general 
attributed to the heat of the meridian sun,) i&uiered 
ioomense loss. Herodotus relates a strange stcury 
of this ruin of Sennaohery»'s army: A number of 
•field mice gnawed asunder their quivers, their bow-- 
strings, and shaeld-straps : upon which the army 
took fiight. Has Herodotus derived t^ from the 
HHSiBlterprciation of an hieroglyphic, in which the 
shield, the quiver, and the bow, the usual syml^s 
by which, as in Hebrew poetry^ the ii^ight of n gr^t 
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thny 18 represented, were destroyed by some seinitt 
aiid unseen or insignificant instrument of the di^^ifltf 
|K)wer, typified by the field mouse f* 

At die latter end of the same year^ the foorte^idi 
of his reign, Hezekiah fell dangerously ill. ifii 
earnest prayer for the prolongation of his life w^ 
accepted at the throne of mercy; Isaiah foretold 
his recovery, and die grant of fifteen years of iilb| 
and Hkewise of children ; for die good kiiig wsi 
leaving the kingdom widiout a Intimate beir. 
The prophet dnrected the means of his cure, by 
la3ring a planter of fiffs on the boil fi*om which he 
suffered* and proved his divine mission by the 
sigh of the shadow retr<^ading ten degrees on 
the dial of Ahaz. On diis sign, and on die dial, 
volumes haVe been written. It is not necessary to 
'suppose that the sun actually receded, but that tli^ 
shadow on the dial did; a phenomencm whieh 
might be caused by a cloud refiracting the liglife 
Whether die Jews possessed sufficient 'astntoioiin* 
cal science to frame an accurate dial, can *neidier 
be proved or disproved; still less the more mde^or 
artificial construction of the instrument itself; fixr 
as the dial was probably set up by Ahaz, who "was 
tributary to the Assyrians, it might have come 
originally firom Chaldea. Immediately indeed after 
this event, Hezekiah received an embassy fhnh 
'Merodach Baladan the independent king of Bar 
bylon, for the ostensible purpose of oongraUi*' 
kting 'him on his recovery; some suppose for that 
of inquiring into the extraordinary astfonomioid 
phenomenon, die intelligence of which had readied 

* According to HorapoUo, total destructioii was repiesenteidt 
in Egyptian hieroglyphics, by the symbol of a mouse. 
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Attt^teat of <Miental science ; but more probab^ 
vitli the view of oonceiting measures for an exten': 
sive revolt from the Assyrian yoke. Hezekiah 
made a pcxapous disfday of his treasures^ very 
Ukely much enriched by the plutider of Senna- 
eherib's broken army. For this indiscreet ostenta- 
tion^ so calculated to excite the cupidity of a 
teeign invade, the king was reproved by the more 
{nrudeo^ Isaiah. Internal convulsions in the king- 
dma of Ass3rria permitted Hezekiah to pass the 
rest of his reign in peace and opulence. His pub- 
lic treasury was fidl ; the husbandry and pasturage 
of the country returned to their former productive- 
ness* He strei^hened the cities, ornamented 
Jetusatem with a new aqueduct, and at length went 
down to the grave, honoured and regretted by the 
whole JteoiAe. He was succeeded by Manasseh, a 
king to^ZU crimes and irreligion thi Jews mainly 
attribute the dreadful evils which shortly after con- 
aigned diem to ruin and slavery. 

Manasseh ascended the throne at the age of 
iwrelve : «the administration fell into the hands of 
unworthy ministers, of. whom Shebna is repre- 
flODted, by Isaiah^ as the most haughty and violent. 
•But with his years the evil dispositions of the king 
came- to maturity. Idolatry was restored; every 
kind .of superstition, witchcraft, and divination 
practised ; altars to idols were raised evei^ within the 
aaered precincts ; the temple itself was defiled by 
a graven image. The irreligion of Manasseh was 
,omy equalled by his . tyranny. The city ran with 
innocent blood; the sacred persons of the prophets 
were violated. Tradition ascribes the horrid mar- 
tyrdom of Isaiah, who was sawn asunder, to this 
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reibnUesB tjnmt. His vicn brought th^ir dwn 
pmuBhinent in the conteniptible treidEiieBS to whMi 
the stftte was reduced. When the army of Esaiv 
haddon, the new sotereign of Assyria, made its 
appearance under the walls, Jerusaiem offered ito 
resistance, and the unworthy heir of David 9M 
Solomon was led away to learn wisdom and piety 
in the dungteons of Babylon. Esarhaddon com* 
{deted the plan of colonitatioil commenced by his 
predecessors, and estaldished bodies of his «wti 
subjects in the desolated provinces of Israd. So 
frightful had been the ravages inflicted on tiies^ 
beautiful and luxuriant plains, ibitt the new colorascs 
found themselves in danger firom beasts of prey. 
The strangers had brought their own rehgioas riteb 
with them. The Babyumians bad set ui> the pa- 
vilions of Benodi : the Cuthites, the settlers £rom 
Hamath, the Avites, ^tnd the Sepharvites, had Bach 
their separate divinity. They trembled before ^ 
lions, which infested their terrifiory; and looked 
on them not only with ten^r, but with religious 
awe^ as manifest inistrunlents of divine wradi. 
The remaining Israelites, no docdit, proclaimed 
that they were sent by their God ; and the strangera, 
in the true spirit of polytheism, recognieed the 
anger of the local deity, whom they i»upposed of^ 
fended by the intrusion of their national gods iato 
his territory. They appealed in haste to Esarhad- 
don^ by whose command an Istaelitish priest was 
sent to propitiate die God of the land, whom they 
readily admitted to a participatcon in divine hoaomrs 
with their native deities ; and thus a mingled wor- 
ship of idolatry and true religion grew up in these 
provinoes. 
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• .The lessons of adversity vvere not lost on Ma« 
nasaeh t he was restored to his throne, and the end 
of. his long reiffn of fifty-five years, past in the 
observance of hm and religion, in some degree 
compensated fbr the vices of his youth. His son 
Amon, who succeeded, following the early career 
of his &ther, fell a victim to a conspiracy among 
his own officers. 

At the age of ei^t years (B. C. 640) Josiah 
ewae to the throne. The memory of this prince 
is'as deservedly dear to the Jews, as that of Ma- 
Baaseh is hateful* Josiah surpassed even his most 
religious predecessors, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Aaariah, 
or Hexekiah, in seal for the reformation of the 
national religion. His first care was to repair 
the temple. While the work was proceeding, the 
king and the whole aati^Hi heard with the highest 
exidtalion, that HUkiah, the high priest, had dts* 
ocwered the originBl copy of the law. But so 
litde were its ml contents known, that, on its 
first TeadiBg, the king was struck with terror at its 
awfiil denunoiations. The book was read in pub- 
lic ; Joaii^ and all the nation renewed the solemn 
eovenant with dieir God. The king proceeded to 
carry into eaEeeution the divine precepts of the 
Law. He began .by the total extirpation- of 
idolatry, not mei^ in JudaE», but throughout all 
the holy land. The vessels of the temple, which 
bad been abused to unhallowed uses, were burned 
tO'Bsfass; all the high pbuces levelled — the worship 
af the host of heaven suppressed — the filthy and 
aangoinary rites of the Sodomites and worshipers 
of Molodi forbidden — the sacred places defiled. 
The horses dedicated to the sun — the altars which 
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Abaz had built on the top of the roynl paho c At 
high places which Solomon had oonaecrated to'te^ 
deities of his foreign wives — the altar ranBed* by 
Jerpboam at Beth^ — were not merely destroy^d^ 
but defiled with that from which Jewish fe^iii|^ 
revolted with horror, as the foulest contaminatioii, 
the ashes and the bones of dead men. The antho* 
rity of Josiah was acknowledged, and his ovders 
fulfilled to the most remote part of Palestine; 
an apparent proof that, notwithstanding the num- 
bers mat had been carried away into l^e foieign 
colonies, the ten tribes were not so entirely extsi^ 
minated, but that their descendants, at least of the 
lower orders, were still the predominant populatioif 
of the country. Josiah completed his reform ^ 
the celebration of the great national festival, tiie 
passover, on a scale of grandeur and magnifioence 
unknown to the later ages of the Jewish kingdmo/ 
Y^t the virtues of Josiah delayed only for a time 
the fate of Jerusalem. The hopes <^ reuniting the 
dominions of David and Solomon into one powerfiil 
kingdom, animated with lofty religious zeal, and 
flourishing under the wise and beneficent ocxistitii*- 
tion of Moses, were cut short, so Divine Providence 
ordained, by the unfavourable circumstances of the 
times, and the death of the wise and virtuous king* 
A monarch of great power and abilities, Necho, was 
now the Pharaoh of Egypt. He determined to act 
on the offensive against the rival empire of A8S3rnBt 
at this time, probably, weajien^d by mtemal f\intrt 
sions among the different kingdoms of which it was 
composed. His design was to gain possesskm of 
Cardiemish, a city which commanded the passage 
of the Euphrates, and make that river his frontiei!. 
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Taninh was botaid to tlie Assyriail interest'by the 
tccnis of his vassalage, by treaty^ by gratitude for 
the pevmission to extend his sovereignty over 
Samaria* From one, or all of these motives, or from 
a desire of maintaining his own independence, in- 
stMdof aUowing free passage to the army of Necho, 
he determined on resistance. A battle took place, 
in which Josiah was unfortunately shot by an arrows* 
Ob die scene of the battle it is difficult to decide* 
The sacred writers place it at Megiddo, in the 
district of Manasseh, to reach which the Egyptian 
army must have passed through the whole of Ju^* 
da^a, and almost under the walls of Jerusalem, 
ffatrodotua, with greater local probability, fixes the 
scene of action at Magdolum, on the frontier of 
£g3rpt — Josephus at Mendes. The Jewish copy-* 
ists laay have substituted the more ^miliar name^ 
M(^ddo, for the remote Magdolum, 

At this period of the approaching dissolution of 
the Jewish state, appeared the prophet Jeremiah^ 
a poet, from his exquisitely pathetic powers, ad* 
mucably calculated to perform the funeral obsequiesy 
over the last of her kings, over the captive people, 
the desolate city, the ruined temple. The prophet 
himself, in the eventful course of his melancholy 
and persecuted life, learnt that personal familiarity 
wikh- affliction, which added new energy to his 
lamentations over his country and his religion. 
To our great loss his elegy on the death of Josiahi 
in which the nation joined with heartfelt anauish, 
is not now extant among his prophecies. NechOf 
after his victory over the Assyrians and the cap- 
ture, of Cardbemish, took possession of Jerusalem, 
wbere^'by a hasty choice, «lehoahaz, a younger son 
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of Josiah, bad been raised to die tbrotte. Tbfe 
eaptut^ of tbe city under the name of Hadutis ^1^ 
holy cHy) is related by Herodotus* In the cele* 
brated royal tomb, discovered by Bebcmt^ iA ib^ 
▼alley of Beban el Malook, near Thebes, the natn^ of 
Necho has been distinctly decyphered. A painfeiag, 
on the same walls, exhibited a processi<m of ea^ 
dves, some of whom, from their physiognomy and 
complexion, were clearly distinguished as JeWa. 
The conqueror deposed and imprisoned J^oaints* 
after a reign of thre^ months ; exacted a heavy fine 
fh>m die iungdom) and placed Eiiakim (Jehoiakim) 
on the throne. From this period the kingdom of 
Judea fell into a state of alternate vassalage t6 the 
two conflicdng powers of Egypt and Assyrim 
The shadows of kings, who were raised to the 
throne, were dismissed at the breadi of their lifeige 
lord. It is a deplorable period of misrule md 
imbecility. Without ability to defend them^ these 
unhappy kings had Only the power of entailing all 
the miseries of siege and conquest on dieir peo|de^ 
by rebellions wtiich had none of the dignity, while 
they had all the melancholy consequences of a 
desperate struggle fbr independence. 

In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, (B. C. 603,) die 
mightiest monarch who bad wielded the Assyrian 
power, Nebuchadnezzar, was associated in the enai- 
pire with his father, and assumed the command of 
the armies of Nineveh. The prophetic eye ^ 
Jeremiah foresaw t^e approaching tempest, and 
endeavoured to avert it by the only meams which 
remained in die impoveri&^ed and enfeebled state 
of the kingdom, timely submission. Long had he 
struggled) but m vain, to restore die strength of 
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tfa^^dtate bj" the refbrmadon and reHgious union of 
^c^ king and the people. In the royal palace and 
in the temfde, he had uttered his solemn warningst 
His honest seal had offended the priesthood. He 
kad heen arraigned as a false prophet before the 
loj^ai council, where^ by the tnterrention of power*^ 
M friends, he had been acquitted. Uriah, anothei^ 
prophet, who had boldly exercised that unwekome 
oiiee^ »fix:v having fled in vain to Egypt, had been 
seised and put to death. At this juncture, Jere* 
miiih again came forward. In opposition to a strong 
Egyptian factkMi, he urged the impracticabihty of 
i^^tanee to the Assyrian fbrces, already on their 
march. But he spoke to deaf and heeoless ears* 
H« then denounced an impending servitude of the 
wbole people, which was to last for seventy years, 
and to give further publicity to his awful remoni- 
kranees, he commanded Baruch, a scribe, to 
wtite on a roll the whole of his predictions. The 
roll was read, during a general fast, in the most 
pcibHc place, before the gate of the temple. The 
diief nobility of the city were strongly affcfcted^ 
bu€ the lieacmrong king cut the roll to pieces, cast 
it into the fire, and Jeremtah and Barueh were ob- 
liged to x!onceal themselves from his vengeance. 
The eveiit soon justified the wisdom of the propheti 
N)&badiadne2zar, having retaken Carchemish, (B. C^ 
1^01,) passed the Euphrates, and rapidly overran the 
whole of Syria and Palestine. Jerusalem made 
iitde resistance. The king was put in chains to 
be canned as a prisoner to Babylon. On his sub*" 
mission^ he was reinstated on the throne, but the 
temple was plimdered of many of its treasures^ 
and a number of well-born youths, among whom 
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were Daniel^ and three others, heat laurmthp 
Persian names, Shadrach, Meshech» and Abednegda 
From this date commence the seventy jearmaif^x^ 
captivity. Jehoiakim bad learned neither* wisdoam 
nor moderation from his misfortunes. Three yeai^ 
after, he attempted to throw off the yoke of Afl^ 
Syria. Nebucbadneazar, occupied with m^re km 
portant afiairs, left the subjugaticm of Pa let ine to 
the neighbouring tribes, who for three years longsr 
ravaged the whole country, shut up Jehoiatim ih 
JeruBalem ; and at length this weak and cmel kifatf 
was «lain, (B. C. 598,) perhaps in some sally. Hm 
unhonoured remains were buried, *< with the hurial 
of an ass.'* 

Jehoiachin (Jeoonias or Coniah), Ins- sob, httd 
scarcely mounted the throne, when Nebudiadiiez^ 
car himself appeared at the gates of Jenualem. 
The city surrendered at discretion. The ksng and 
all the royal family, the remaining treasures of" die 
temple, the strength of the army and the nobility^ 
and all the more useful artisans, were carried away 
to Babylon. Over this wreck of a kingdom, Zede* 
kiab (Mattaniah), the younger son of Jonah, wan 
permitted to enjoy an inglorious and precariooB 
sover^nty of eleven years, dunng which he abused 
his powers, even worse than his imbecile prede^ 
cessors. In his ninth year, notwithstanding the 
remonstrances of the wiiie Jeremiah, he ende«voutred 
to assert his independence ; and Jerusalem, thoii|di 
besieged by Nebuchadnezzar in person, now male 
some resistance. The Egyptian faction in the tkf 
were encouraged by the advance of Hophra TApries^) 
the reigning Pharaoh, into Palestine. This msrdi 
8U8|>ended for a time the operations, of the A»* 
sjrrians. The Jews, releasea from the pressing 
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jer^ recanted all the vows of reformatuHi, which 
tbtj had b^^n to make. Bat Hophra and the 
i^yptum army were defeated ; and the toils closed 
Hffain. around the devoted city. Jeremiah, im^ 
daunted by his ill-success, still boldly remonstrated 
agAinst the madness of resistance. He was thrown 
iato a foul and noisome dungeon, on an accusation 
of treasonable correspondence with the enemy. 
At. length famine reduced the fatal obstinacy of 
despair. Jerusalem opened its gates to the irresist- 
iUe conqueror. The king, in an attempt to break 
through the besieging forces, was seized, his chil- 
dren slain before his face, his eyes put out, and^ 
thus the last king of the royal house of David, blind 
and cJuldless, was- led away into a foreign, prison* 
The capture of Jerusalem took place on the ninth 
day oi the fourth month: an the seventh day ^ of 
the fifkh month, (two days on which Hebrew de* 
votion still commemorates .the desolation of the 
city by solenm fast and humiliation,) the relentless 
Nabuzaradan executed the orders of his master, 
by levelling the city, the palaces, and the tempk, 
in one.common ruin. The few remaining treasures, 
particularly the two brazen pillars which stood 
before the temple, were sent to Babylon ; the chief 
priests were put to death, the rest carried into 
oimtivity. 

Jeremiah survived to behold the sad accomplish* 
m^at of all his darkest predictions. He witnessed 
aU the horrors of the famine, and, when that had 
done its wprk, the triumph of the enemy. He saw 
the strong holds of the city cast down, the palace 
of Solomon, the temple of God, with all its courts, 
its roofs of cedar and of gold, levelled to the earth. 
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cr committed to the flames; £he sacr^vessehvifafe'' 
ark of the covenant itself, with die cherubim, 'pIFJ ' 
laged by profane hands. What were the feelii^gSl '" 
of a patriotic and religious Jew at this tremendous 
crisis, he has left on record in his unrivalled el^^s* 
Never did city suffer a more nuserable &te, never 
was ruined city lamented in language so exquisitely 
pathetic. Jerusalem is, as it were, personified, and 
bewailed with the passionate sorrow of private and 
domestic attachment: while the more general pic'o ' 
tares of the &mine, the common misery of every 
rank, and age and sex, all the desolation, the car* 
na^e, the violation, the dragging away into cap- 
tivity, the remembrance of former glories, of the 
goiveous ceremonies, and the glad festivals, the 
awml sense of the Divine wradi heightenmg the 
present calamities, are successively drawn with all 
the life and reality of an eyewitness. They cona* 
bine the truth of history with the deepest palhos 
of poetry. 

How solitary doth she sit, the many-peopled city ! 
She is become a widow, the great among the Nations ; 
The Queen among the provinces, how is she tributaiy t 

< 

Weeping — weeps she all the night ; the tears are on her cheeks ; 
From among all her lovers, she hath no comforter ; 
Her friends have all dealt treacherotisly ; they are become her 
foes. i. 1, 2. 

The ways of 8ion mourn : none come up to her feasts, 
All her gates are desolate ; and her Priests do sigh ; 
Her virgins wail ! herself, she is in bitterness. — i. 4. 
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He |«th pittcksd vj^ Ut g»rd«i-he40e> H« bath d^alvo^pMl HU Tew^le ; 
Jehovah hath foi^gotten made the solemn feast and Sabbath ; 
And in the heat of im He hath rejected King and Prie»t. 

The Lord his altar hath disdained, abhorred his Holy place, 
And to the adversary's hand given up his palace walls ; 
Ouv'Saes shout in Jehovah's house, as on a festal day. — ^ii. 7, 8. 

Her gatei are snnk into the eaftfi» he hath broke through her bars ; 
Her Monareh and her Prinees an now anoog the Heathen; 
The Law hath ceased ; the Prophets And no vision from Jehovah. 

ii. 10. 

My eyes do fail with tears ; and troubled are my bowels ; 

My heart's blood gushes on the eai-th, for the daughter of my people ; 

Childien and suckling babes lie swooning in the squares — 

They say unto their MolSiers, where is com and wine ? 
They swoon as they were wounded, in the city squares ; 
While glides the soul away into their Mother^s bosom. 

ii. 11, 12. 

Kvendragons, with their breasts drawn out, give suck unto their young ; 
But cruel is my people's daughter, as the Ostrich in the desert ; 
The tongues of sucking infants to their palates cleave with thirst. 

Young children ask for bread, and no man breaks it for them ; 

Those that fed on dainties are desolate in the streets ; 

Those brought up in ecarlet, even those embrace the dunghill. 

iv. 3, 4, 5. 

Behold, Jehovah, think to whom thou e'er hast dealed thus ! 
Have women ever eat their young, babes fondled in their hands 1 
Have Priest and Prophet e'er been slain in the Lord's Holy place 1 
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In tbe streets, upon the ground/ lie slain the yo«ng and old i 

My virgins and my youth have fallen by the sword ; 

In thy wrath thou 'st slain them, thou hast had no merpy. • 

Thou hast summoned all my terrors, as to a solemn feast ; 
None 'scaped, and none was left in Jehovah's day of wrath ; 
All that mine arms have borne and nursed, the enemy hath slain. 

ii. 20. 1. 2. 

Remember, Lord, what hath befallen. 

Look down on our reproach. 
Our heritage is given to strangers. 

Our home to foreigners. 
Our water have we drank for money. 

Our fuel hath its price. — v. 1> 2, 3. 

We stretch our hands to £gypt> 

To Assyria for our bread. 
At our lifejs risk we gain our food, > ' 

From the sword of deseitrobbeit. 
Our skins are like an .oven, parched. 

By the fierce heat of famine. 
Matrons in Sion have they ravished. 

Virgins in Judah's cities. 
Princes were hung up by the hand, 

And age had no respect. ' 

Young men are grinding at die mill, 

Boys faint 'neatfa loads of wood. 
The Elders from the gate have ceased, 

The young men from their ntusic. 
The crown is fallen from our head, 

Woe ! woe ! that we have sinned. 
Tis therefore that our hearts are faint, 

Therefore our eyes are dim. 
For Sion's mountain desolate, 

The foxes walk on it. 
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The miserable remnant of the people were placed 
under the command of Gedaliah, as a pasha of the 
great Assyrian monarch : the seat of government 
was fixed at Mizpeh. Yet ambition could look 
with envy even on this eminence. Gedaliah was 
assassinated by Ishmael, a man of royal blood. 
Johanan attempted to revenge his death. Ishmael, 
discomfited, took refuge with the Ammonites, but 
Johanan and the rest of the Jews, apprehensive 
lest they should be called in question for the murder 
of GedaUah, fled to Egypt, and carried Jeremiah 
with them. There the prophet died ; either, ac- 
cording to conflicting traditions, put to death by 
the Jews, or by King Hophra. 

Thus closes the first period of the Jewish His- 
tory ; and, in the ordinary course of human events, 
we might expect, the national existence of the 
Israelitish race. The common occupancy of their 
native soil seems, in general, the only tie, that perma- 
nently unites the various families and tribes, which 
constitute a nation. As long as that bond endures, 
a people may be sunk to the lowest state of degra- 
dation; they may be reduced to a slave-caste under 
the oppression of foreign invaders ; yet fiivourable 
circumstances may again develop the latent germ of 
a firee and united nation : they may rise again to 
power and greatness, as well as to independence. 
But, when that bond is severed, nationality usually 
becomes extinct. A people, transported from 
. their native country, if scattered in small numbers, 
gradually melt away, and are absorbed in the sur- 
rounding tribes : if settled in larger masses, remote 
firom each other, they grow up mto distinct com- 
monwealths ; but in a generation or two the prin- 

voL. I. y 
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ciple of separation, which is perpetuafiy at wori^ 
effectually obliterates all community of interest ii- 
feeling. If a traditionary remembrance of thm 
common origin survives, it is accompanied byn<Hid 
of the attachment of kindred ; there is no £aittaly 
pride or affection ; there is no blood between die 
scattered descendants of common ancestors. For 
time gradually loosens all other ties; habits of li£» 
change ; laws are modified by the circumstances of 
the state and people ; religion, at least in all poly- 
theistic nations, is not exempt from the influence 
of the great innovator. The separate communities 
have outgrown the common objects of' national 
pride ; the memorable events of their history 
during the time that they dwelt together; their 
common traditions, the fkme of their heroes, the 
songs of their poets, are superseded by more 
recent names and occurrences ; each has his new 
stock of reminiscences, in which their former kin- 
dred cannot participate. Even their languages 
have diverged from each other. They are not of 
one speech, they have either entirely or partiafiy 
ceased to be mutually intelligible. If, in short, 
they meet again, there is a remote family likeness, 
but they are strangers in all that connects man 
with man, or tribe with tribe. 

One nation alone seems entirely exempt from 
this universal law. During the Babylonian cap- 
tivity, as in the longer dispersion under which they 
have been for ages afflicted, the Jews still re- 
mained a separate people. However widely di- 
vided from their native country, they were still 
Jews ; however remote from each other, they were 
still brethren. What then were the bonds by which 


NATIONALTT 07 THE JEWS. 323 

Divine Providence held together this single people? 
What were the principles of their inextinguishable 
nationality ? Their law and their religion^ Their 
law, of the irreversible perpetuity of which, they 
were stedfastly convinced, and to which at length 
they adhered too Ions and too pertinaciously. 
Their rehgion, which however it might admit of 
modifications, in its main principles remained un- 
alterable. 

Under the influence of these principles, we shall 
hereafter see the Jewish people resuming their 
place among the nations of the earth, and opening 
a new and extraordinary career, to end even in a 
more awful dissolution. 
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